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Gathering Friends

Chik-fil-A ® - Vikki Hardy Brown

John Sriro at Taft

Hypertension Nephrology Associates

Hotel St. Regis Detroit

Green Brick Foundation, Inc.

Carmál, LLC



Menu 
SALAD

Michigan Salad – Mixed Gourmet Greens, Dried Cherries, Sweet 
Red Onions, Mandarin Oranges, Crumbled Blue Cheese served 

with Raspberry Vinaigrette dressing.

Freshly Baked Rolls and Sweet Butter

ENTRÉES

Norwegian Salmon with Asian Orange Ginger Sauce
Marscopone Mashed Potatoes and 

Vermicelli SautéGrilled Vegetable Mélange

Chicken Marsala
Marscopone Mashed Potatoes and 

Vermicelli Sauté Grilled Vegetable Mélange

Vegetarian - Portabella Mushroom Wellington

Vegan - Cornmeal Crusted Eggplant

DESSERT

Cheesecake with Black Cherry Topping

Freshly Brewed Coffee and Tea Selection

 Program 
CRYSTAL BALLROOM

Musical Prelude ~ Heavenly Strings Quartet

Welcome

Mistress of Ceremony
Jacqueline M. Baker, Scarlet Communications

Introduction 
Board of Trustees, TCSDEF

Sponsor Recognition

Presentation of the 2024 Debutantes
Fox 2 Anchor and Reporter Ingrid Kelley

Formal Debut
“Satin Doll”

Grand Entrance
“Isn’t She Lovely”

Debutante ~ Father Dances
“Moon River” 

Debutante ~ Escort Dances
“Photograph”

Escort Dance

Debutante Stroll

The L. Stanley Clark Welcome to Detroit’s Society Finale
“Hello Detroit”

Dinner to follow in the Fountain Ballroom

After Dinner
Music by Straight Ahead – Fountain Ballroom

Dance Music with DJ Hi-Lyte – Crystal Ballroom
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Dr. Renita Barge Clark

Dr. Renita Barge Clark, President and Founder
Ms. Mechelle White, Secretary

Mrs. Denise Butts, Treasurer

Mrs. June Allen-Harris
Ms. Shatara Cleveland

Mrs. Tracey Dykes
Mrs. Taranta Gatson-White

Mrs. Karen Hunter
Attorney Carla Marable

Dr. Crystal Martin
Ms. LaTasha Noland
Dr. Edwina Patterson

Circle of Friends
Kyra Azore, Denise Sampson, Carrie German-Wright, Corlyss Jenkins, 

Daisha Martin, ShaRon Patterson, Peggy Trewn, Piper Herbert,
Rochelle Prestage, Sandi Smith, Shannon Gary, Alice Coleman, 

Cadriah Searles, Essence Gray, Joan Patrick Morris, Kara Merchant 
and Cynthia Creagh Russell

The Cotillion Society of Detroit Educational Foundation (TCSDEF) is a 501 (c)(3) 
non-profit organization founded in 2009 with the mission of enhancing the total 
well-being of children and youth in the metropolitan area of Detroit, Michigan.

Our focus includes social graces, health awareness, self-esteem and civic 
responsibility.

The Debutante Club for young ladies and Men of Tomorrow group for young 
men are two of our signature programs focused on developing these areas 
within youth. In addition, we sponsor classes in Etiquette, host Charm School, 
and an annual Mother and Daughter Tea to raise funds for College Scholarship 
Awards.

We are delighted to announce two new programs: Just Like Me and Rainbow 
Connections. We were featured in Rolling Out Magazine and we served as 
Debutante Expert Consultants for the movie The Summer I Turned Pretty on 
Amazon Prime and Monarch television series on Fox.

We are grateful to be featured in The New York Times last summer, and again 
in their Year in Review. We hope that you enjoy this year’s culmination the 2024 
Debutante Season.
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Jacqueline Baker
Scarlet Communications

Ingrid Kelley
Fox 2 Detroit

Jacqueline M. Baker is a speaker, author, leadership consultant and advisor known for 
her unique approach to modern etiquette and leadership.

As the author of The Unexpected Leader: Discovering the Leader Within You and Leader 
by Mistake: Becoming A Leader One Mistake At A Time, she frequently speaks and writes 
on the leadership-for-all concept.

Her inspiration and expertise comes from more than a decade as the founder and 
principal consultant for Scarlet, a consultancy that provides leadership training to Fortune 
500 companies, small businesses, community organizations and individuals across the 
globe. She also leverages her experience serving in a number of corporate board and 
community service roles.

An avid dinner-party hostess, Jacqueline creates space and opportunities to gather 
groups for compelling conversation, delicious cuisine and untraditional ways for 
continued leadership development.

She is also the host of the podcast, Just StartTM: From Ideas To Action. 
Jacqueline has educated our Debutantes and Escorts as part of their mini-finishing 
school.

As a young child growing up in the City of Detroit, Ingrid Kelley knew she would one day 
embark on a career as a Television Reporter. Today, she is doing that and much more.

Ingrid has enjoyed success as an On-Camera Talent, Writer, Voice-Over Artist and 
Producer in several markets including; New York City, Detroit, and Milwaukee. Currently 
based in Detroit, Ingrid works as a Multimedia Journalist and her reporting is seen on Fox 
2 Detroit. Ingrid is grateful for the opportunity to connect with and report on the lives of 
the people living in Southeast Michigan.

Prior to relocating back to her hometown, Ingrid was based in New York City. During 
her stint in the Big Apple, she wore many hats; including working as a Writer at Fox News 
Channel, an On-Air Talent for several cable news outlets, and a Freelance Producer/
Writer for Black Enterprise Business Report.

Ingrid enjoys spending time with her family and is thankful for their support. She is the 
daughter of Ernest Kelley and Gwendolyn Kelley-Daniels. Her parents helped mold 
her into the woman she is today and inspire her to reach for the stars. She received a 
Bachelor of Arts degree from The University of Michigan and a Master of Arts degree 
from Wayne State University.  She is a member of the Detroit Chapter of the National 
Association of Black Journalists and gives back to her community as a proud member of 
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. -Alpha Rho Omega Chapter.   

A firm believer in “Each One, Teach One,” Ingrid serves as a mentor to students seeking 
career advice. She believes the knowledge she has gained through academia and 
professional experiences enables her to encourage students to embark on their own 
careers and turn professional aspirations into reality.
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Anna Marie Casali
 

Jessica Smigels
Casali School of Dance

Anna Casali began dancing at the age of 4; she received her basic training from Rita 
Willoughby, a former New York City ballerina. Anna knew early on that she wanted to 
dedicate her life to dance education; in 1979, with the help of her family, especially her 
mom (Angela Casali), she opened Casali School of Dance. During her early years as a 
studio owner, Anna established the Kaleidoscope Dance Company, which later turned 
into the Casali Holiday Dancers. 

Anna’s students are teaching all over the country, many have studied with Alvin Ailey, 
American Ballet Theater, Gus Giordano, and The Rockettes, some have even worked 
for Disney, Kings Dominion, and Busch Gardens to name a few. Casali School of Dance 
students have also continued their dance studies in College. Dancers have attended 
University of Michigan, Oklahoma City University, Western Michigan, Central Michigan, 
Hope College, Oakland University and Wayne State. Anna has also had the honor of 
choreographing for The Cotillion Society of Detroit Educational Society for the past 5 
years. Anna believes that in order to give her students the best dance experience she 
must continue her own education. Her studio has always been a place that welcomes 
all types of dancers, from recreational to pre-professional. She wants everyone to feel 
like they are a special part of the Casali Dance Family.

the 
2023-2024 
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d e b u t a n t e

Janae Broadnax

Daughter of Ms. Kelly Davis and Mr. Brandon Broadnax
 
Debutante Janae Broadnax is the beloved 18-year-old daughter of 
Kelly Davis and Brandon Broadnax. As the only child, she is loved and 
cherished unconditionally. She is also the grandchild of Geraldine 
and Ronald Ware and grandparents Shelley and Larry Broadnax.

Janae is a senior at Eton Academy High School. As an excellent 
student who excelled academically in advanced Mathematics, 
Science, and History. While maintaining a 3.5 GPA and showing 
great responsibility Janae became a member of the National 
Honors Society club. Additionally, She has been a member of the 
Basketball club for three years as one of their star players. 

While balancing her school life Janae also partakes in extracurricular 
activities. From a young age, she has always helped others and 
dreamed of achieving the goal of becoming part of the medical 
field. She partook in the Michigan Institute for Public Safety Nursing 
Education Program. What’s more, Janae at the age of 12, took up 
horseback riding along with some of her close friends. Later, she 
discovered she also had a talent and passion for baking goods. 
Which led her to taking up culinary classes. Not only did she share 
the delicious dessert with her family, her mother and her would also 
offer the treats to her community.

After graduating high school, Janae plans to attend Clark 
Atlanta University.  She is looking forward to majoring in business 
administration.

Debutante Janae Broadnax would like to thank her parents, 
grandparents, aunts and close friends for all of their endless love and 
support. She also appreciates her high school guidance counselor 
for her continued support. In addition, she would like to thank the 
Debutante Club for allowing her to participate in an amazing 
experience.

Debutante Janae is being escorted by Michael Thacker Jr.

She is being presented by her father Mr. Brandon Broadnax.
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d e b u t a n t e

Sophia Baker

Daughter of The Honorable Chandra W. Baker-Robinson 
and Attorney Russell Baker  

 
Debutante Sophia Gail Baker is the daughter of the Honorable 
Chandra W. Baker-Robinson and Attorney Russell M. Baker, and the 
granddaughter of Russell and Cora Baker and Brenda Yarbrough.  
Sophia attends Cass Technical High School as a junior.  In high 
school, she is academically and athletically gifted. As a freshman, 
at Mercy High School, she ran on the varsity track team and 
lettered and won all catholic.  In addition to being athletic, she is 
also connected to her community. She volunteers at her church, 
Grace Community Church in Detroit, in the children’s ministry. She 
has been participating in the children’s ministry since before she 
was in high school.  In the summer she volunteers with the church’s 
summer camp for elementary school children.  

Sophia’s dream is to work with young children in the future and 
to that end she has taken on numerous opportunities to prepare 
her for that goal.  During the summer of 2023, Sophia worked at 
Wayne State University as a teaching assistant (TA) for middle school 
children teaching math. 

Some of her hobbies are taking care of children, cooking, music, 
and dance.  Upon graduation, she hopes to attend Florida A&M 
(FAMU) to become a registered nurse.

Debutante Sophia Baker wants to thank her handsome escort 
Senneca Jones for his sacrifice in missing part of his track season 
to be her escort. She also wants to thank his family and her family 
for the support and time put into helping her during this debutante 
season.  Finally, she wants to thank the Cotillion Society of Detroit 
Educational Foundation and its trustees for allowing her to have this 
unforgettable experience. 

Debutante Sophia is being escorted by Mr. Senneca Jones.

She is being presented by her father, Attorney Russell Baker.
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d e b u t a n t e

Mirissa Brown

Daughter of Ms. Tyra Jones and Mr. Milton Brown
 
Debutante Mirissa Brown from Novi, Michigan, is the accomplished 
daughter of Tyra and Milton. Currently a junior at Detroit Country 
Day High School with a 4.0 GPA, she excels not only academically 
but also in her diverse interests. Mirissa actively engages in film 
production, showcasing her creative flair being a part of the 
conservatory. A versatile athlete, Mirissa dominates in all sports she 
does.

As a 3 sport athlete, Mirissa Brown is involved in varsity softball, travel 
softball, boardercross, and volleyball. Beyond her academic and 
athletic achievements, Mirissa is carving her path in the legal realm. 
As an intern at a law firm, she gains valuable insights into the legal 
profession, and her role as a Defense Attorney in Teen Court reflects 
her commitment to justice.

Beyond her professional pursuits, she imparts her enthusiasm 
everyday working at a day camp for children pre-k through middle 
school, and has contributed two years to the Southfield AkaTeens, 
embodying a commitment to community service involvement. 
Mirissa attends the Word of Truth Church of God and Christ, where 
she works as a teacher of the children every
Sunday.

Mirissa plans to attend the University of Michigan to become a 
professional lawyer where she will advocate for justice, uphold the 
rule of law, and make a positive impact on society through legal 
expertise.

Debutante Mirissa is being escorted by Mr. Cayden Brown.

She is being presented by her father, Mr. Milton Brown.

 

28



d e b u t a n t e

Haleigh Cameron

Daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Andrew and Janissa Cameron
 
Debutante Haleigh Lorraine Cameron is the beloved daughter of Andrew 
and Janissa Cameron. She is their youngest child, only daughter, and precious 
younger sister of brothers William and Brendan Cameron. Haleigh is adored by 
her grandparents, Patricia Kemp, Murelle Cameron, and her late grandparents, 
Janis Holland Moore and Alvin Moore.

Haleigh is a junior at Mercy High School located in Farmington Hills, Michigan, 
where she is a hardworking student-athlete and maintains a high GPA. Haleigh 
has grown into an amazing young lady and is exceptionally gifted. She excels in 
science and math. Haleigh has taken many honors and Advanced Placement 
courses. 

Haleigh likes to explore cultural clubs and passion projects at Mercy including: 
Pretty Brown Girls and The Black Awareness Society for Education. Her passion 
projects include Quiz Bowl, where she received her varsity letter. In addition, she is 
a member of Junior Classical League, her school’s Latin Language Honor Society. 
In the summer of 2023, she traveled abroad with her Latin class, touring Greece, 
Italy and Turkey. In the spring of 2024, she traveled to Northern Italy on a cuisine 
and cultural tour. Haleigh has been dedicated to swimming since she was four 
years old. She swam competitively as a member of Waterford Kingfish Aquatics, 
Livonia Community Swim Club, Detroit Golf Club Blue Lightning Swim Team, and 
the Mercy Marlins Varsity Swim and Dive Team. This summer, she will serve as one 
of the captains for the DGC Blue Lightning team.

Haleigh’s active spirit is not confined to the walls of Mercy High School. Despite her 
young age, Haleigh is focused on making a positive impact through membership 
in many organizations. Since the age of three Haleigh has been a member of the 
Motor City Chapter of Jack and Jill of America, Inc. where she currently serves as 
President of the Jaguar Teens, and was past Treasurer. Haleigh is also a member 
of the Southfield Chapter of AKATeens, where she has served as Secretary and 
Parliamentarian. At the Pink and White Ball she received in 2022 a Community 
Service Award and in 2023 the honor of Miss Congeniality. 

Haleigh has been a member of The Co-Ette Club for two years, which assists 
young ladies with developing into well-mannered, culturally, empowered young 
women with the shared goals of positively impacting society. In 2022, The Co-
Ette Club recognized Haleigh as a member of the Miss Co-Ette Court as Second 
Special Attendant.  Twice Haleigh received the high honor of the Spirit of Detroit 
Award for volunteerism and community service; working multiple summers with 
The Motor City S.T.E.A.M Program, inspiring youth to explore science. She has 
a strong work ethic that she brings to any activity she joins. Haleigh is always 
looking for a way to give back and is appreciated for her character and moral 
judgment. As a servant leader, Haleigh understands “To whom much is given, 
much is expected.” Haleigh plans to pursue a degree in biology with dreams 
of going to medical school. Haleigh has hopes of attending the University of 
Michigan in Ann Arbor after graduation. She is currently a Wolverine Pathways 
Scholar.

Debutante Haleigh Cameron would like to give special thanks to her parents 
for supporting her throughout her debutante journey. Haleigh would also like 
to thank the parents of her escort Anjanetta and David Dorsey for joining her 
on this journey. She would like to give special thanks to her supporters for their 
endless guidance and love. Lastly, she would like to thank the Debutante Club 
trustees and all the debutantes she has met this year for welcoming her into this 
organization and helping her enjoy this enriching experience. 

Debutante Haleigh is being escorted by Mr. Caleb Dorsey.

She is being presented by her father, Mr. Andrew Cameron.
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d e b u t a n t e

Elaine Cleague

Daughter of The Honorable Christina V. Kennedy and 
Mr. Omar Cleague

 
Debutante Elaine Victoria Cleague is the daughter of Mr. Omar 
Cleague and Judge Christina V. Kennedy. She is currently a senior 
at Detroit Edison Public School Academy, where she maintains a 5.0 
grade point average, is a member of the National Honor Society, 
and has served as first chair clarinet in the marching and jazz bands 
and the school orchestra. She is also dually enrolled at Lawrence 
Technological University.

In addition to her scholastic achievements, Elaine participates 
in the SINORMS Medical Scholars program. She is also a student 
scientist at ECOTek Lab, where she conducts research on various 
topics. She has been recognized by the Michigan State Fair for her 
accomplishments in urban agriculture.

Elaine is an avid pianist, focused on classical and contemporary 
music. She is an artist who expresses herself via drawing and painting. 
She has had the opportunity to further develop her creative talents 
through summer programs spent at the University of Michigan and 
most recently, the College for Creative Studies.

Elaine has spent her summers working with the Grow Detroit’s Young 
Talent program. She also volunteers on the Intermediate Care Unit 
at Sinai Grace Hospital.

Elaine plans to attend one of the many universities to which she has 
been accepted, to study ecology in preparation for a career that 
will focus on solving environmental issues on a global scale.

Elaine would like to thank her grandparents, parents, brother, aunts, 
uncles and friends for all their love and support. Elaine also thanks 
her escort, Keith Anthony Morales and the Morales family.

Debutante Elaine is being escorted by Mr. KeithAnthony Morales.

She is being presented by her father, Mr. Omar Cleague.
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d e b u t a n t e

Joi Coleman

Daughter of The Honorable Alicia Ann Jones Coleman 
and Mr. Afford Coleman

 
Debutante Joi Ann Coleman was born early on June 10, 2006, at Hutzel 
Hospital. She is the daughter of Judge Alicia Ann Jones-Coleman and 
the youngest child of Mr. Afford Coleman. She is a senior at Mercy High 
School in Farmington Hills, MI.

Joi is well rounded and well-traveled. She possess the determination to 
excel in all aspects of life. She participates in various activities in and 
outside of school. She loves to serve and is committed to service. She 
is the Immediate Past Teen President of Jack and Jill of America, Motor 
City Chapter. She is a member of Black Awareness Society for Education 
(BASE). She has volunteered and served at the at the Detroit Grand 
Prix, Capuchin Soup Kitchen, Chrysler Elementary School; and donated 
service hours to various nonprofit and for profit industries including: 
Neighborhood Service Organization (NSO), Nextpointe Real Estate 
Services and All Inclusive Security and Investigations. She expanded 
her entrepreneurial wings when she created ‘Joi’s Rock Painting‘ 
launched to enhance the landscape in historic neighborhoods in the 
Detroit area by painting rocks.

In the Fall Joi will attend North Carolina Central University to major in 
Political Science and pursue a law degree. She intends to obtain a 
Juris Doctor Degree and pursue a career in politics to positively impact  
our community and our country. Joi  wants  to  combine her love of 
cooking and fine dining, into the creation of a food blog to encourage 
people especially children to expand their palate as she knows there 
is so much food to love beyond nuggets and burgers. She is an avid 
reader and traveler who loves the arts including music, theatre and 
concerts. She is outgoing, personable, encouraging and supportive. 
She enjoys cultivating relationships. This is evident as she finds joy in 
laughing, talking and even likes to bring groups of friends together for 
the enjoyment of new and exciting experiences.

Joi cherishes the memory of her grandparents and misses them deeply 
and keeps their legacy alive by remaining true to family values. She 
seeks to express her deepest gratitude to her supporting family and 
village for their unconditional love and devotion as she seeks her goals 
and achievements. She wishes to acknowledge her sister, Samon 
Lever and her family, Aunt Patricia Parks, Aunt/Dentist Monica Lewis, 
Aunt Linda Little, Aunt Jaye Sanders and the Jack and Jill of America 
Mother‘s of the Motor City Chapter. Joi also thanks LeAnda Hicks, the 
mother of her escort, who Joi has known since they were babies. She 
thanks her parents, Judge Alicia Ann Jones-Coleman and Mr. Afford 
Coleman, and she is eternally thankful to the esteemed Debutante 
Club for the opportunity to participate in this enriching experience. 

Debutante Joi is being escorted by  Mr. Steven Hicks. 

She is being presented by her father, Mr. Afford Coleman.
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d e b u t a n t e

Chelsea Durfield

Daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Euclides and Yolanda Durfield
 
Debutante Chelsea Durfield is the daughter of Euclides and Yolanda 
Durfield and younger sister of Christian Durfield. She is currently 
a junior at North Farmington High School where she has 4.0 GPA. 
In school,  Chelsea is a member of the North Farmington Varsity 
Volleyball Team, the North Farmington Student Senate, the North 
Farmington Link Crew, the North Farmington Green Team, Pretty 
Brown Girls and the National Honors Society. Chelsea also serves 
on the North Farmington Junior Board as the Class Secretary.  Her 
extracurricular activities outside of school include serving as Junior 
Representative for the Southfield Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma 
Theta Sorority, Inc. Delta GEMS and Third Vice President of the Co-
Ette Club. 

Debutante Chelsea enjoys staying busy which includes playing 
volleyball with AAU team Michigan Elite Volleyball Club, shopping 
at the mall and hanging out with her friends. Her church home is 
Fellowship Chapel where she is a part of the Audio Visual Ministry 
and Youth Worship Leader. 

Chelsea loves serving in the community as she has volunteered with 
the Youth Leadership Academy hosted at Fellowship Chapel, at 
Forgotten Harvest, Motor City Steam and assisted as a hostess at 
the NAACP 68th Annual Fight For Freedom Fund Dinner. 

Debutante Chelsea is still determining her college plans but her 
top schools are Northwestern University, Vanderbilt University and 
Spelman College. Chelsea is interested in majoring  in Mechanical 
Engineering or Chemical Engineering.

Debutante Chelsea Durfield would like to give a special thanks to her 
Mother and Father for all the support and cherished love from them.  
She would also like to thank her family and friends that consistently 
support her, especially  throughout this journey in the Debutante 
Club. Debutante Chelsea is appreciative of her escort Nicholas 
Washington and his family for their engagement and commitment 
to the debutante experience. Last but not least, a special thanks to 
The Cotillion Society Detroit Educational Foundation for guiding her 
into a path of young womanhood. 

Debutante Chelsea is being escorted by Mr. Nicholas Washington.

She is being presented by her father, Mr. Euclides Durfield.
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d e b u t a n t e

Nyaela Hakim

Daughter of Mrs. Sonya Hakim and the late Dr. Khalel Hakim
 
Debutante Nyaela Hakim is the beloved daughter of the late Dr. Khalel Hakim 
and Sonya Hakim. She is the older sister of brother Kobe Hakim. 

Nyaela is a Junior at Mercy High School in Farmington Hills. She is an astute and 
ambitious student whose dedication to excellence has consistently earned 
her a place on the Honor Roll since her freshman year and membership in 
National Honor Society.

Nyaela consistently balances her commitment to academics with her passion 
for cheerleading, earning the Scholar-Athlete award for the last three years. 
Her love for all things French inspired her to join the National French Honors 
Society, where she actively promotes and celebrates the richness of the 
French language and culture. Additionally, Nyaela is a proud member of the 
Black Awareness Society for Education at Mercy High School. 

Nyaela serves her school through her diligent leadership. Starting on the cheer 
team as a determined freshman, she became an esteemed Mercy Varsity 
Cheer team captain in her sophomore and junior years. Nyaela’s leadership 
skills extend beyond the cheer mat, as evidenced by her active involvement 
in her school’s student government as a Junior Class Officer, and she was 
most recently elected to the Executive Board that presides over the entire 
student government. Her ability to rally her peers, address their concerns, and 
contribute to the school’s decision-making processes showcases her adeptness 
as a dynamic and engaged student leader. 

Nyaela has been an active Jack and Jill of America Inc. member for nine 
years. She is also a member of the Co-Ette Club Incorporated, serving on the 
Junior Board of Directors. Engaging with other ambitious girls around the metro-
Detroit area has strengthened Nyaela’s networking skills, fostering connections 
beyond the club’s activities and pushing her to become the best version of 
herself. 

In less than six months, Nyaela accumulated over 50 hours of community 
service, volunteering at Motor City S.T.E.A.M. This nonprofit organization provides 
Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Math resources and education 
to underserved communities in America and around the world. Nyaela also 
tutored students through the Farmington Hills African-American Network and 
delivered meals to seniors through the Pontiac Meals on Wheels Program. 
She received the “Spirit of Detroit” award, honoring her service activities and 
commitment to the community. 

After graduating from Mercy, Nyaela plans to major in Political Science at 
Howard University and then attend Law School. 

Nyaela holds the memory of her father dear to her heart and continues his 
legacy of excellence, service, and passion for learning. She sincerely thanks 
her parents for their unconditional love, guidance, and influence in shaping 
the young woman she is today. Nyaela extends a heartfelt thank you to 
her grandmothers, Stephanie Morgan, and Almitra Hakeem, for their love, 
wisdom, and reminder of the importance of family. She is grateful to her 
extended family, friends, and “village,” who continue to love her and support 
her endeavors. Nyaela would like to thank her escort, his parents, the Pittman 
family, and Uncle Shawn, who always shows up for her. Finally, Nyaela thanks 
Dr. Renita Clark and the Cotillion Society of Detroit Educational Foundation for 
this beautiful Debutante experience. 

Debutante Nyaela is being escorted by Mr. Corey Pittman II.

She is being presented by her uncle, Judge Shawn Jacque.
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d e b u t a n t e

Amoni Higginbotham

Daughter of Ms. Shatoya Ervin and Mr. Antonio Higginbotham

Debutante Amoni Higginbotham, a shining star amidst the bustling 
energy of Detroit, Michigan. She is the cherished daughter of Shatoya 
Ervin and Antonio Higginbotham, encapsulating the dreams and 
aspirations her family holds dear. Amoni stands as a testament to 
her family’s legacy, nurturing the values of perseverance, integrity, 
and unwavering faith instilled in her from a young age.

As a senior at Grosse Pointe North, Amoni has distinguished herself 
as a scholar, athlete, and leader. Her academic journey is marked 
by a commitment to excellence, navigating the challenges of high 
school with grace and determination. Her leadership transcends 
the classroom, most notably exemplified as she takes her place at 
the forefront of the cheer-leading team. As captain, Amoni not only 
leads her team in spirited performances but also in embodying the 
pride and spirit of her school community.

Amoni’s passions extend beyond the cheer mat; she harbors 
a deep commitment to justice and advocacy, particularly in 
championing women’s rights. This dedication is illuminated through 
her participation in prestigious law and advocacy programs, 
notably at Yale, where she has honed her skills and deepened her 
understanding of the legal landscape. Her entrepreneurial spirit 
shines through her successful hair braiding business, a venture born 
out of a lifelong passion for hair care and styling, demonstrating her 
multifaceted talents and entrepreneurial acumen.

With aspirations that stretch into the realm of healthcare, Amoni 
plans to pursue a career in anesthesia nursing, aiming to join the 
esteemed ranks of Hampton or Howard University’s alumni. Her 
choice of profession underscores a profound desire to contribute 
meaningfully to the well-being and care of others, reflecting her 
compassionate spirit and dedication to service.

As she graces the esteemed event hosted by the Cotillion Society 
of Detroit, Debutante Amoni Higginbotham extends heartfelt 
gratitude towards her beloved family, whose support and guidance 
have been her beacon. She also acknowledges her escorts and 
the Cotillion Society for their role in crafting an unforgettable debut 
experience, marking a pivotal chapter in her remarkable journey.

Tonight, as Amoni is escorted under the limelight, her path is 
celebrated by all who have witnessed her growth into a young 
woman of character, ambition, and grace. Her story is a testament 
of dedication, leadership, and the pursuit of dreams, destined to 
inspire and illuminate the paths of others in her community and 
beyond.

Debutante Amoni is being escorted by Mr. Zachary Rogers.

She is being presented by her father, Mr. Antonio Higginbotham.
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d e b u t a n t e

Bradleigh Hill

Daughter of Ms. Michelle Hill and Mr. Anthony Hill  
 
Debutante Bradleigh Hill epitomizes the embodiment of grace, 
intelligence, and commitment to both academic excellence and 
community service. Born to Michelle and Anthony Hill of Grosse Pointe, 
Michigan, Bradleigh grew up surrounded by love and support from her 
devoted parents and four cherished sisters. From a young age, she 
displayed a remarkable aptitude for learning, and a drive for success 
in every aspect of her life.

Bradleigh is currently a Junior at Mercy High School in Farmington Hills. 
Outside of her academics, Bradleigh is a member of her school’s Black 
Awareness Society for education, Nigerian Student Union, French 
Club. Alongside her academic pursuits, Bradleigh shines on the Mercy 
Varsity Cheer team, demonstrating her commitment to teamwork and 
leadership since her freshman year.

Beyond her in-school extra curriculars, Bradleigh’s entrepreneurial spirit 
and ambition are showcased through her ownership of a social media 
marketing business, CaitLeighRoseGroup, which she founded with 
her older sister Caitlin. Through their business, they manage a diverse 
portfolio of clients in the DC and metro Detroit area, showcasing 
Bradleigh’s talent for strategic thinking and innovation.

However, Bradleigh’s commitment to serving her community truly sets 
her apart. As a former Girl Scout of America, she dedicated herself to 
numerous volunteer efforts, including Angel Tree, Gleaners Food Bank, 
and assembling kits for the homeless and soldiers. These experiences 
instilled in her a deep sense of empathy and compassion, shaping her 
into a compassionate and socially conscious young woman.

Bradleigh is also the assistant treasurer of The Co-Ette Club inc. 
Through her involvement in The Co-Ette Club, Bradleigh further hones 
her leadership abilities, learning to effectively collaborate with others 
and make impactful decisions that benefit the organization and its 
initiatives. 

Bradleigh is currently undecided on where she would like to attend 
college, but she knows that she wants to be on the pre-med track so 
that she can one day become a dermatologist and open her own 
practice. 

Debutante Bradleigh Hill would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to 
both of her parents, grandparents, and her older sister Caitlin for all of 
their unwavering love and support. She would also like to thank her 
Escort Joshua Tywmon and his family for their support in this process as 
well. Bradleigh would like to give a special thank you to her mother, 
Michelle Hill, for allowing her this opportunity, and for helping her 
become the beautiful young lady that she is today. Finally, she would 
like to thank the Cotillion Society of Detroit Educational Foundation for 
selecting her for this one of a kind experience.

Debutante Bradleigh is being escorted by Mr. Joshua Twymon.

She is being presented by her father, Mr. Anthony Hill.
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d e b u t a n t e

Zharia Hunter

Daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Keavon and Tamara Hunter
 
Debutante Zharia R. Hunter is the eldest daughter of Keavon and 
Tamara Hunter, and older sister to Addison Hunter.  Zharia is an avid 
reader and loves to travel.  Her self-taught Spanish studies have 
given her an appreciation of the world around her and a love of the 
language.  As a scholar athlete, she is a senior at Cass Technical High 
School in Detroit, MI where she is currently ranked as valedictorian of 
the 2024 graduating class.  In addition to her Honors and Advanced 
Placement courses, Zharia is a member of the National Honor Society 
and serves as the Captain of the Varsity Tennis Team.  A Suzuki trained 
violinist since age 3, she is a member of Cass Tech’s IB orchestra 
where she serves as their Concertmaster.  Zharia has also served as 
the Concertmaster for the Dearborn Youth Symphony,  where her 
commitment to her craft has afforded her several solo ensemble 
medals at both the state and regional levels. 

Zharia’s leadership extends beyond her school to her broader 
community. A member of the Jack and Jill of America Inc., North 
Oakland/Macomb chapter for 9 years, she’s held various roles 
including Treasurer for 2 years and is currently President. Additionally, 
she serves as Junior Board Chairwoman for the Co-Ette Club, Inc. 
and actively participates in Wolverine Pathways and Atlantic Impact, 
engaging in both local and global outreach efforts.

As a servant leader, Zharia embodies the principle of giving back, 
raising thousands of dollars for charities and volunteering over 100 
hours annually with organizations such as Gleaners, 360 Detroit, and 
Meals on Wheels. During the Flint water crisis, she organized a successful 
water drive, delivering nearly 100 cases of water to a local church. 
Zharia’s community impact has earned her prestigious awards such 
as the Spirit of Detroit and Presidential awards for community service.

Zharia’s participation in the Biomedical Career Advanced Placement 
(BCAP) program sparked her interest in the field.  She went on to be 
in the BCAP Scholars program where she was an oral presenter at 
their regional symposium.  As a result, she will pursue a degree in 
Biomedical Engineering at one of the numerous universities that she 
has been accepted to.

Zharia would like to express her sincerest gratitude to her parents for 
their unconditional love and guidance, her extended family, and 
her village for shaping her into the young woman she is today.  She 
would also like to thank Devyn Gans and the Gans family for their 
participation and support.  Finally, Zharia would like to thank Dr. 
Clark and the trustees of The Cotillion Society of Detroit Education 
Foundation for a phenomenal experience and the opportunity to be 
a 2024 Debutante.

Debutante Zharia is being escorted by Mr. Devyn Gans.  

She is being presented by her father, Mr. Keavon Hunter.
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Jordyn Jenkins

Daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Jerry and Shalon Jones
 
Debutante Jordyn Jenkins is the daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Jerry and Shalon 
Jones of Detroit, Michigan. Jordyn is the older Sister to her twin brother 
Jacob by 6 minutes. Jordyn is a Senior at Martin Luther King Jr High School. 

Jordyn began her high school freshman year during the Pandemic of 
2020, which required her to adjust to an online learning environment and 
to become introduced to her what are now her Senior Classmates of 
2024. Once the pandemic was lifted and school opened, Jordyn, being 
excited about becoming involved with the High school experience, she 
decided on getting involved in the great Martin Luther King, Jr. High School 
Marching Band. She extended her love for the band by taking Orchestra 
Band as well. Not being sure of her instrument Jordyn decided to select 
the clarinet as her choice instrument. To excel in her newly found music 
interests Jordyn began weekend instructions through the Michigan State 
University extension music program for youth. This affiliation has led to such 
appearances as, The Thanksgiving Day Parade, The Battle of the Bands at 
Ford Field, several local and special school events.

Academically, Jordyn has respectfully maintained her overall grade 
point average of 3.8. Understanding the benefits of hard work and 
adopting good study habits through programs such as Sound Mind and 
Body mentoring and education program. Jordyn has applied the study 
instructions which has resulted in her currently becoming the recipient of 
an academic achievement award as an honor roll student.  The program 
has had such an impact on Jordyn that she has formed the drive to excel 
in higher education. 

At the age of 8 years old Jordyn’s PaPa began teaching her the skill of 
cooking.  For Christmas Jordyn asked for an apron and cooking knives. 
From then Jordyn would watch the food channels for recipes and learned 
to prepare meals for the family. Jordyn also found her love for gardening 
through helping her grandmother with her Landscape Design Company 
and assisting with the beautification committee in her subdivision.  Jordyn 
is an active member of the NAACP Youth Caucus. Jordyn has a talent 
for makeup artistry. During her visit to Paris, France Jordyn visited the 
fragrance and makeup factory and learned the dynamics of the industry. 
She attends Triumph Church. Jordyn plans to attend either Grand Valley 
State, Michigan State or Howard University in the fall where is plans to major 
in Business. Jordyn’s goal is to become an entrepreneur and develop her 
own makeup line for women of color.

Jordyn says she is thankful for all the support she receives from her parents, 
grandparents, her brother Jacob, her teacher Mrs. Thompson, her mentor, 
and the doctor which delivered she and her twin brother Jacob, Dr. 
Renita Clark for guiding her through the debutante experience. Cousins, 
Rashunda Price, Elaine Hearns, Breanna Sullivan, and Ursula Lincoln for 
their village support. Also, Shatara Cleveland helped to play a role in her 
development. Special thanks to Escort Keith Adams for his commitment 
and his parent Mr. and Mrs. Duane J. Thomas.

Debutante Jordyn is being escorted by Mr. Keith Adams

She is being presented by her father, Mr. Jerry Jones
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d e b u t a n t e

Sydney Jones

Daughter of Dr. and Mrs. Cortney and Alicia Jones
 
Hello, my name is Sydney Jones, the eldest daughter of Dr. Cortney 
and Alicia Jones of Commerce Township, Michigan. I am currently a 
senior at Mercy High School in Farmington Hills Michigan. During my 
time at Mercy High School, I’ve participated on the Mercy Varsity 
Cheer Team for 3 years. Currently I am involved in three clubs: White 
Coats of the Future, Black Awareness Society for Education and, 
Rebirth the Earth. In the summer of 2023 I completed the National 
Youth Leadership Forum for Advanced Medicine & Health Care 
program at Johns Hopkins University. I successfully completed 
the Minds of the Future Program at Radams Cowley Shock 
Trauma Center at University of Maryland. I received a certificate 
of completion of the Spanish Language & Culture course at Ave 
Academy Language Institute in Alicante, Spain. Lastly, I earned 
a certificate in the Emergency Medicine Future Stars workshop at 
Providence Hospital in Southfield Michigan with Dr. Bishop.

During my free time, I enjoy writing, tutoring elementary kids, and 
traveling with my family. In the Fall of 2024, I plan to attend Xavier 
University of Louisiana majoring in Biology on a Pre-Medical track 
with a minor in Spanish. My aspiration is to become a successful 
neurosurgeon. I would love to extend my skills and talents to provide 
medical services to underprivileged people.

I would like to extend a special thanks to God for allowing me to be 
a part of this opportunity, my parents, and my mentor, Karen Hunter 
for supporting me throughout this entire process. Also, I would like 
to extend a heartfelt appreciation to my Debutante sisters and 
the Detroit Cotillion Society Educational Foundation as well. I have 
developed amazing friendships with the girls and experienced a 
true sisterhood that I will cherish forever.

Debutante Sydney is being escorted by Mr. Marquis Sagnia.

She is being presented by her father, Dr. Cortney Jones.
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d e b u t a n t e

Nadia Kreft

Daughter of Mrs. LaTanya Burge and Mr. Alvin Kreft
 
Debutante Nadia Cheyenne Kreft was born October 25, 2006, in 
Detroit, Michigan.  She is the daughter of Mr. Alvin Kreft and Mrs. 
LaTanya and Mr. Travis Burge. The granddaughter of Clarence 
Massey and the late Mitzi Massey, the granddaughter of the late 
Alvin Robinson and Roseann Kreft.  The oldest sister of Emery Kreft.  
She is a beautiful, witty, young woman of virtue with high moral 
character.

Debutante Nadia is currently a Senior at Salem High School in 
Canton, Michigan.  She is an Honor Roll student, and she always 
strives for academic excellence. 

She has been a longstanding member of Jack and Jill of America 
for over twelve years. South Charlotte Chapter from 2011 – 2014, 
then Motor City Chapter since 2014. She has participated in a 
plethora of cultural, educational, and community service activities.  
Nadia’s commitment to service is evident through her role as the 
former Teen Community Service Chair and Fundraising Chair.  She 
has tirelessly worked to make a positive impact on the community.  
Nadia was selected for the Spelman Summer Program – Jills Take 
Spelman Leadership Institute, in the summer of 2022 in Georgia.  She 
participated in workshops and discussions focused on leadership 
and innovation. 

After high school, Nadia plans to attend Florida Agricultural 
and Mechanical University, where she will study Food Science & 
Technology. 

Nadia cherishes the memory of her Grandmother Mitzi Massey, also 
known as her best friend, and the legacy she has left behind for 
her.  Nadia would like to offer a heartfelt thank you to her parents, 
grandparents, and close friends for all their love and support.  She 
would also like to thank the Debutante Club for this amazing 5-star 
experience.

Debutante Nadia is being escorted by Mr. Amari Ngare.

She is being presented by her father Mr. Alvin Kreft.
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Desirai Mitchell

Daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Darsan and Regina Mitchell  
 
Debutante Desirai Mitchell is the eldest daughter of Mr. &. Mrs. 
Darsan and Regina Mitchell. Desirai is a senior at University Liggett 
School and has maintained a 4.0 GPA throughout her high school 
career. She is dedicated to becoming an advocate for others 
through community service, research projects, and mentoring. In 
the fall, Desirai plans to attend the University of Michigan to study 
nursing and public health with the goal of becoming a Certified 
Nurse Midwife.

Desirai actively engages in extracurriculars such as managing the 
Girls’ Varsity Basketball Team, playing on the Varsity Softball Team, 
helping in school productions doing stage crew, leading the Black 
Student Union as the president, and being a member of Pretty 
Brown Girls and the Girl Scouts of Southeastern Michigan.

Desirai has attended lectures and camps on public health at Brown 
University and was touched on the class ‘Black Lives Matter Less: 
How Structural Racism Affects Health’ which ultimately guided her 
in starting her research and pursuing public health and nursing.

Desirai has been researching racial disparities within maternal care 
for marginalized populations, like the incarcerated population, and 
has the hopes of lobbying elected officials for reopening the Justice 
for Incarcerated Moms Act as she is passionate about the topic.

In her free time, Desirai enjoys reading, yoga, and painting. Her 
favorite authors include Toni Morrison, Audre Lorde, and Tia Williams, 
and her favorite book is Sula by Toni Morrison where womanist 
themes are explored and dissected. Aside from her parents, Desirai’s 
greatest influence is Angela Davis and Desirai tries to live by the 
quote “I am no longer accepting the things I can not change... 
I’m changing the things I cannot accept” by Angela Davis. Desirai 
particularly admires the resilience and determination of Angela 
Davis and strives to embody these characteristics as well.

Finally, Desirai would like to thank her parents for providing her 
opportunities to be around like-minded people and for all of the 
sacrifices that they have made to allow her to succeed.

Debutante Desirai is being escorted by Mr. Jermaine Calloway.

She is being presented by her father, Mr. Darsan Mitchell.
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d e b u t a n t e

Raiven Mitchell

Daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Darsan and Regina Mitchell  
 
Introducing Debutante Raiven Mitchell, the talented daughter of 
Darsan and Regina Mitchell. As a senior at University Liggett School, 
Raiven showcases her exceptional academic performance with 
a stellar 4.0 GPA. Not only does she excel in her studies, but she 
also shines in various extracurricular activities. Raiven is a standout 
member of the Varsity Tennis team and Varsity Dance team, 
while also taking a leadership role in her school’s Mental Health 
awareness club and actively participating in the Black Student 
Union’s organizational activities.

Apart from her school commitments, Raiven finds joy in giving 
back to her community through volunteering efforts. She is an avid 
journaler, music enthusiast, and a skilled cellist. Her community spirit 
is evident through her involvement with the Gleaners Food Bank, her 
long-standing role in the Girl Scout Advisory Board of Southeastern 
Michigan, and her participation in various community initiatives. 
Raiven’s involvement in volunteer work has reinforced her belief 
in the significance of giving back and making a positive impact 
on the world around her. Her experiences have emphasized the 
importance of active participation in community service efforts and 
have instilled in her a sense of responsibility towards uplifting those 
in need.

As a debutante, Raiven has gained invaluable insights into the 
importance of sisterhood, community engagement, and etiquette. 
Through her debutante experience, she has come to appreciate 
the true value of building strong bonds with her fellow debutantes, 
fostering a sense of sisterhood that goes beyond this experience. 
This has deepened her understanding of the power of unity and 
support among women.

With ambitious goals in mind, Raiven plans to pursue a degree in 
Biology at either Spelman College or the University of Michigan with 
a Wolverine Pathways Scholarship that will cover her tuition there. 
She also aims to minor in Public Health, with the ultimate dream 
of becoming a surgical oncologist or veterinarian in the future. 
Raiven attributes her growth to God, acknowledges her parents 
for their unwavering support, expresses gratitude to her friends for 
their constant motivation, and thanks her escort for sharing in this 
unforgettable experience. Raiven’s journey has just began and she 
can not wait for what’s to come!

Debutante Raiven is being escorted by Mr. Seth Kirk.

She is being presented by her father, Mr. Darsan Mitchell.
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d e b u t a n t e

Arielle Newsome

Daughter of Dr. Jalonne L. White-Newsome and Mr. Hughey P. Newsome
 
Arielle Dianalynn Newsome of West Bloomfield, Michigan is the daughter of Hughey 
P. Newsome and Dr. Jalonne L. White-Newsome; the granddaughter of Dr. Maurice 
and Terrie W. Henderson, the late Attorney Joseph M. White and Paula White, and 
Dr. Carlton and Lenora Newsome. She is the older sister of Jeannelyn C. Newsome.

The Hebrew meaning of Arielle is Lion of God, and that is certainly how she has taken 
on life.  A senior at West Bloomfield High School (WBHS), Arielle has maintained a 3.9 
grade point average throughout her high school career, attaining membership in 
the National Honor Society, while balancing many extracurricular and community 
service activities.   

Debutante Arielle continues her family’s deep legacy of leadership and service.  
She serves as the Vice President of the Health Occupations Students of American 
(HOSA) Club, a national club that provides students early exposure to the medical 
field through various competitions. Beyond competition, helping people is one 
of Arielle’s goals in everything she pursues.  This past summer she completed her 
certification as a HealthQuest Physical Technician, where she continues to assist 
patients with their physical recovery journey. 

Debutante Arielle has always had a heart for service across the generations.  She 
has volunteered and worked at Trinity Christian Academy at Trinity Missionary Baptist 
Church in Pontiac, specifically working with Toddler-aged children and supporting 
office operations. Arielle has served as a tutor and mentor to incoming freshman 
at the high school. Arielle is also a member of Delta GEMS, a program affiliated 
with the Detroit Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc., focused on 
engaging young women in personal and professional development.

Nicknamed “Dr. Block-A-Lot” by her fierceness on the volleyball court, Arielle has 
taken what started as a hobby in elementary school at the local YMCA and quickly 
transformed it into a passion that has led to many accolades: Most Valuable Player 
for West Bloomfield High School Varsity Volleyball Team; Oakland Athletic Association 
Volleyball Player of the Year; Region 15 MIVCA All Region and All League Team; 
AVCA Best and Brightest Award; and, #5 in the State of Michigan for Blocks.  Arielle 
has played Club Volleyball with Legacy and Michigan Elite for several years, at the 
highest level. While she is recognized for her skills on the court, off the court, her 
mentorship, and friendship has also been lauded by her coaches, the school and 
club teams she’s played on, and younger players. 

Last summer, Debutante Arielle expanded her horizons, attending the Oakland 
University William Beaumont School of Medicine Enrichment Program, Michigan 
State University Veterinarian Camp, and completing a Georgetown University 
Online Cybersecurity course. 

After a very busy year of college visits and recruiting, Debutante Arielle will be 
attending the prestigious Hobart and William Smith College in Geneva, New York, 
pursuing a pre-medicine track on her way to a career as an orthopedic surgeon, 
and play for William Smith Herons Women’s volleyball team in the Fall of 2024.

Arielle remains grateful to many teachers and mentors throughout her life, 
especially Mrs. Zanotti, Mrs. Townsend, Volleyball Coaches Rick, Laura & Liz; all of 
her Michigan, Arkansas (Aunties Mary & Mallory) and California (Uncle Troy) family; 
her Godmother’s and mentors (Janae, Katie, Shon, Tamika & Brenitra) and her best 
friend, Tyger the Orange Tabby cat. 

When asked by teachers, mentors and family, Debutante Arielle is described as 
smart, caring, focused, and embodies a beautiful spirit.  We have no doubt that 
Arielle will continue a legacy of excellence as she continues her life journey.  

Debutante Arielle is being escorted by Jarad Johnson.

She is being presented by her father, Hughey P. Newsome. 
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Jasmine Pearson

Daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Ricky and Quennitta Pearson
 
Introducing Debutante Jasmine Pearson. Jasmine is the daughter 
of Quennitta and Ricky Pearson. She is a junior at University Liggett 
School, Jasmine is a very exceptional student academically. While 
maintaining a 3.8 in school, she participates in high school activities 
such as Track and Dance. She is also a member of the Black Student 
Union club.

Outside of Jasmine’s school activities she enjoys working at her 
mothers daycare, shopping, traveling and volunteering at her old 
middle school. Jasmine has been a proud member of the Word of 
Truth church and attends the service every Sunday. Prior to Covid 
she participated in her church’s junior choir. Jasmine finds joy in the 
roles she plays in her community, she volunteered at the Gleaners 
Food Bank and at the Capuchin Soup Warehouse. She has also 
done grounds-keeping work at a Neighborhood Development 
Center.

Once Jasmine graduates highschool she plans to further her 
education at North Carolina A & T. She plans to major in Business 
Administration and minor in Marketing. After she finishes college she 
plans to further her career goals as a Management Analyst.

Jasmine would like to give a special thanks to God himself for the 
opportunities he has blessed her with, to her parents for being very 
supportive, and to my escort for being a part of this experience.

Debutante Jasmine is being escorted by Mr. Dylan Scott.

She is being presented by her father, Mr. Ricky Pearson.
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Ava Prempeh

Daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Jabari and Gladys Ayala Prempeh
 
Debutante Ava Christina Ayala Prempeh is the daughter of Jabari 
Prempeh and Gladys Ayala Prempeh.

Ava is a junior at Mercy High School where she participates in the Pretty 
Brown Girl Club (PBG) and Black Awareness Society for Education (BASE). 
Ava first became a member of the PBG Club when she was 3 years old. 
PBG programming introduced her to the importance of volunteerism 
and the issues that affect black women and girls around the world. As 
a member of BASE, Ava performed in a Black history month assembly to 
bring awareness to the impact of Black Americans at Mercy and around 
the country.

In addition to her school involvement, Ava engages in numerous activities 
and extracurriculars. She is an active member of Jack and Jill of America 
Inc. Detroit Chapter and has been an active member since she was 7 
years old. She currently holds the position of Recording Secretary on the 
teen executive board. Ava is also a member of The Co-Ette Club Inc. and 
served as the Fall Recording Secretary. She was also appointed to the 
Junior Board of Directors. At the Co-Ette Club’s 82nd annual Charity Ball, 
Ava was named second special attendant to Ms. Co-Ette 2024 for her 
part in the Club raising over $50,000 for charity. The clubs in which Ava has 
chosen to participate have helped her gain confidence and cultivate 
her opinions on important issues in her community.

Ava is heavily involved in her community through volunteerism and her 
church. She has volunteered through numerous organizations including 
Motor City Steam, Summer In The City, Forgotten Harvest, Capuchin Soup 
Kitchen, Focus Hope, COTS, and PAL. Through Gesu Catholic Church, Ava 
is a part of the teen youth group and has served as an altar server since 
childhood. In June of 2023, Ava was selected to represent her church 
at the National Black Catholic Congress in Washington D.C. She was 
hand-picked from high-schoolers across the Archdiocese of Detroit and 
received a scholarship that covered all expenses.

Ava is also a talented volleyball player. During her time playing for 
Gesu Catholic School, Ava and her team won their catholic league 
championship. She has now been playing on an AAU team for three 
years in the setter position. In that role, it is her job to take the lead on the 
court and to ensure that every player performs to the best of their abilities. 
Through her experience, Ava has not only learned to be a leader, but to 
be reliable and dependable to others. 

Ava would like to attend Florida Agricultural and Mechanical University or 
Howard University to major in biology/pre-medicine. She plans to become 
a dermatologist and aspires to open her own medical practice.

Ava would like to give thanks to her family for their support, everyone who 
donated, and her guests. She is especially grateful for her escort, Noah 
Sanders, and the Sanders family.

Debutante Ava is being escorted by Mr. Noah Sanders.

She is being presented by her father, Mr. Jabari Prempeh.
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d e b u t a n t e

Ellison Redwine

Daughter of Ms. Lesley Esters-Redwine and Mr. Eric Redwine
 
Ellison Mireille Redwine, endearingly referred to as Ellie, is a Junior at the Academy 
of the Sacred Heart in Bloomfield Hills, MI. She is the eldest daughter of Ms. Lesley 
Esters Redwine and Mr. Eric Michael Redwine. Ellison was born on May 31, 2007 in 
New York City, and briefly lived in Washington, D.C. Ellison’s early education began 
in Birmingham Public Schools where she enjoyed playing soccer, tennis, dancing, 
including ballet, tap and jazz, and participating in theater with the Dream Arts 
Company Detroit where she participated in various musicals from the Wizard of 
Oz, Madeleine’s Christmas, Cinderella’s Glass Slipper, and Annie in both lead and 
supporting roles.

As a member of the class of 2025 at Sacred Heart, Ellison has been a scholar-athlete 
where she enjoys courses in the arts and sciences. Athletically, Ellison has earned 
three Varsity letters as a member of the Volleyball team where she earned the Most 
Improved Player Award in 2023. This Spring she is looking forward to competing in 
Track and Field. Ellison has earned prize awards in the arts where she is skilled in 
drawing and painting, singing and acting. In the Fall of 2023, Ellison was inducted 
in the International Thespian Society, and has performed in two high school plays 
including Clue and The Brothers Grimm Spectaculathon. 

Ellison has always been drawn to improving the world, and is passionate about 
serving the community and traveling. Over the last two years Ellison has given her 
time to weekly service projects including Hispanic Outreach, at La Casa Amiga in 
Pontiac, Michigan. She also currently enjoys volunteering with elementary children 
at Rodgers Elementary also in Pontiac, Michigan. One of her favorite aspects 
about her high school experience is service travel. Over the last three years Ellison 
has traveled to San Diego, California for an environmental clean-up project; New 
Orleans to rebuild houses with Habitat for Humanity in the lower 9th ward; Seattle, 
Washington to serve and learn about indigenous communities. This spring Ellison will 
travel to Iquitos, Peru as a part of a project to help kids with education in rural parts 
of the Amazon. 

Ellison also enjoys participating in various activities and organizations including Jack 
and Jill Oakland County where she serves as an officer as Chapter Historian. She also 
participates in AKA Teens Detroit where she is an elected officer. Ellison participates 
in SINORMS/BCAP, which is a program targeted at students with interests in health 
careers. Last summer, Ellison participated in the LEAD/REEX  leadership program at 
New York University with students from across the country. 

In her free time Ellison loves fashion, spending time listening to music, photography, 
drawing and learning new languages. She loves Japanese culture, including Anime 
which leads her to participate in local and national ComicCon conventions. Ellison 
enjoys rollerblading and is learning to deejay. 

As she looks to the future, Ellison has set her sights on combining her love of the 
environment and creative talents, and will attend an art school or liberal arts 
college or university.

Ellison attributes her success in life to her devoted parents who have been with her 
every step of the way. She is also grateful for the village around her that loves and 
supports her pursuits. She is immensely thankful to The Cotillion Society of Detroit 
Educational Foundation, and the experiences she has gained over the last year 
helping to build her confidence and meeting new people. Finally, Ellison would like 
to thank the Vesprini family for their support of her this debutante season.

Debutante Ellison is being escorted by Mr. Bennett Vesprini. 

She is being presented by her father, Mr. Eric Michael Redwine.
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Jada Roberts

Daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Jimmy and Alicia Roberts
 
The daughter of Alicia and Jimmy Roberts, Jada embodies the spirit 
of excellence in both her academic and extracurricular endeavors. 
In the heart of Farmington Hills, at Mercy High School, thrives Jada 
Roberts, a junior whose journey is a testament to dedication, 
leadership, and community service.

With a steadfast commitment to her studies, Jada has consistently 
excelled, boasting a cumulative GPA of 3.86. Her academic 
prowess is matched by her achievements outside the classroom, 
having been a Scholar Athlete for three years and maintaining a 
spot on the Honor Roll throughout her high school career.

As the captain of the Mercy Varsity Pom team, Jada’s leadership 
shines brightly. Her exceptional talent and dedication have also 
landed her a prestigious position on the All-Star State Pom Team, 
representing the finest pommers across Michigan. Beyond the floor, 
Jada has been an integral part of Mercy’s Student Council since 
her freshman year, demonstrating her commitment to leadership 
and student governance.

Jada’s passion for community extends through her active 
participation in the Black Awareness Society for Education (B.A.S.E.) 
and Health Occupations Students of America (HOSA), enriching 
her educational journey with a focus on health and awareness. Her 
engagement with The Co-Ette Club Incorporated and AKATeens of 
Detroit underscores her commitment to philanthropy, volunteerism, 
and developing leadership skills among young black women.

Her heart for service is evident in her volunteer work at Gesu Catholic 
Church and Motor City Steam, where she aids the homeless and 
underprivileged students globally. Additionally, Jada contributes 
her time to the Helping Hand Tutoring Group, tutoring elementary 
students and fostering educational growth.

Looking ahead, Jada aspires to major in Biology at either the 
University of Michigan or Howard University, paving her path to 
becoming a surgeon. Inspired by the historical challenges faced 
by African Americans in medical fields, she is determined to bridge 
gaps and advocate for trust and accuracy in healthcare.

Jada extends her deepest gratitude to her family, The family of 
Antwan McMullan Jr., and the Cotillion Society of Detroit for their 
unwavering support. Her journey is not just a pursuit of personal 
achievements but a mission to inspire, lead, and make her mark on 
the world.

Debutante Jada is being escorted by Mr. Antwan McMullan, Jr.

She is being presented by her father, Mr. Jimmy Roberts.
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d e b u t a n t e

Megan Roberts

Daughter of Ms. Tiffany Roberts and Mr. Tyrone Roberts  
 
Debutante Megan Roberts Is the youngest child of Tyrone Roberts and 
Tiffany Roberts. She has one sister Tai Roberts and One brother John 
O’Rouke. Megan Roberts is the granddaughter of Deborah Manning 
and Leo Manning. Megan was raised in Southfield, Michigan where 
she gained her education and developed long lasting friendships. 
Megan is currently a senior at University High School Academy in 
Lathrup Village, Michigan.

Megan is persistent and self-disciplined about her education since 
middle school. Megan has maintained honor roll grades throughout 
her high school career. She was placed on her senior school board 
of class officers as the presiding secretary. Megan attends an 
AP Capstone school where she currently has taken 6 Advanced 
Placement classes throughout highschool. 

With Megan’s personal goals and drive she has been involved in 
other things other than academics. With her passion to give back to 
the school community she is a member of Student Council, United 
for Christ leaders, Book Club, Midnight Golf Program, OSTC and the 
list goes on.

Megan has her mind set on pursuing higher education in a community 
where she feels at home and can thrive amongst other students who 
look and think like her. She will be attending an illustrious HBCU of her 
choice where she will continue to inspire her community and perform 
selfless acts of service. Megan is seeking scholarship opportunities to 
an HBCU where she will double major in Food and Nutritional Science 
and Business Management. Her long term goal is to eventually 
become a CFO of a restaurant or own a restaurant of her own.

Megan’s hobbies include reading, painting, cooking, and the game 
of golf. Megan is very committed to helping others in various ways. 
One of her favorite roles was being a swim instructor at Aqua Tots 
where she taught kids 4 months to 13 years old learn how to swim for 
their survival in serious conditions.

Megan gives her deepest thanks to her father Tyrone Roberts and her 
grandmother Deborah Manning for shaping her into the sophisticated 
young lady she strives to be everyday. She would also like to thank 
the rest of her family for their unwavering support and love. Megan 
would like to thank her escort and his mother Terry Daniels and Nicole 
Alequin. She would also like to thank her sponsor Mrs. Lynn Johnson 
and the Gathering Friends Organization. Lastly, she would like to 
thank the Debutante Club for giving her the opportunity to gain the 
knowledge and skills she needs to survive as a black woman in this 
world.

Debutante Megan is being escorted by Mr. Terry Daniels Alequin.

She is being presented by her father, Mr. Tyrone Roberts.
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d e b u t a n t e

Zoey Rogers

Daughter of Taqueece Myers  & the late Charles Rogers  
 
Debutante Zoey Rogers is a senior at Birmingham Groves High School 
in Beverly Hills, Michigan, is the daughter of Taqueece Myers and the 
late Charles Rogers, and the twin sister of Zachary Rogers. Zoey holds 
a 3.8 GPA and is a member of the National Honor Society. She serves 
as a Co-Director in Student Congress, and an active member in 
both the Interact Club and African Americans Changing Tomorrow 
(AACT). Additionally, she is a dedicated mentor with the Groves Big 
Sister Big Brother program, and she displays her athletic talents on 
both the Pompon and Track teams.

Zoey is committed to serving her community. She has devoted 
numerous hours to community service, working with a variety of 
organizations over the years. In addition to her school activities, 
Zoey is an active participant in AKA Teens of Detroit and holds a 
significant position on the Teen Executive Board of iRIS Blooms Inc. 
Her varied interests guided her to the 400 Forward Program, where 
she contributed to a number of architectural projects, notably the 
design and construction of a mini-golf course. Additionally, her 
efforts as a part of 400  Forward in the City: One Michigan Central 
Station Challenge, sponsored by Ford Motor Company, earned her 
recognition from Ford Mobility and a stipend. Zoey has been featured 
with 400 Forward in Essence, Architectural Digest, Arch Daily, and 
Madame Architect, among others. Further highlighting her versatility, 
Zoey completed an internship with Journi, where she learned front-
end web development and created a mobile-responsive website.

Inspired by her experiences and love for community, Zoey founded 
the Glow & Grow Circle for girl empowerment. Through this initiative, 
she promotes health and wellness, engages in girl talk, sets goals, 
and delves into topics such as school life and fashion fixes.

Despite receiving several college acceptances and some scholarship 
offers, she remains undecided about what school she will attend. 
Inspired by her twin brother, Zoey aspires to pursue a degree in 
Kinesiology, aiming to become a Doctor of Physical Therapy.

In her personal life, Zoey enjoys various activities that reflect her well-
rounded personality, such as shopping, traveling, listening to music, 
reading, and spending time with friends and family.

Zoey is grateful for the unwavering love and support from her 
mother, family, friends, and donors. She extends special thanks to her 
grandfather, Grandpa Charles, for presenting her, and to her escort, 
Cayden Hardy, and his family for their participation and support. She 
also sends a special thank you to Dr. Clark and The Cotillion Society 
of Detroit for this opportunity.

Debutante Zoey is being escorted by Mr. Cayden Hardy.

She is being presented by her grandfather, Mr. Charles, Sr.
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d e b u t a n t e

Rielly Rudolph

Daughter of Mr. and Mrs. David and Contessa Rudolph  
 
Rielly Cianna Rudolph of Detroit, MI was born on August 9, 2006, and is the 
only child of David and Contessa Rudolph.

Rielly is a senior at Mercy High School in Farmington Hills where she has been 
recognized for her high achievement in Advanced Placement courses 
including afforded membership into the National Society of High School 
Scholars (NSHSS). Rielly is an active Mercy Girl, serving as a member of Black 
Awareness Society for Education (BASE) and an inaugural member of the 
Mercy Cheer team, earning three varsity letters. 

Outside of school Rielly has been active in community service since she 
was five years old, even starting her own non-profit dedicated to providing 
support to youth including patients at Children’s Hospital and local 
transitional housing organizations. Rielly is the youngest person to receive 
a Spirit of Detroit Award for her “Rielly’s No Carve Pumpkin Project” at five 
years old. She is a longtime volunteer at Neighborhood Service Organization 
and volunteers at locally with her peers from Mercy High School. 

Rielly has been a member of Jack and Jill of America Motor City Chapter 
since 2016, where she currently serves as the foundation chair, in addition 
to past roles as community service and legislative chair for the teen group. 
She also served as a chapter delegate for the Regional Teen Leadership 
Conference. She especially enjoys opportunities for her to interact with 
younger Jacks and Jills, modeling leadership.

Rielly’s passion for service led her to serve as Youth Representative for 
the Wayne County Commissioner Advisory Board and currently the Skillman 
Foundation President’s Youth Council where she can give voice to youth 
issues within the Detroit communities and support solutions through the 
distribution of grant funds. Rielly is also a member of the Midnight Golf 
Program and is enjoying learning the sport and networking with peers and 
mentors. 

In her free time, Rielly loves creating art. Rielly’s paintings have displayed 
in local galleries, but she especially loves to share her creations with family. 
She most recently, explored ceramics and digital media art and even 
submitted pieces for competition. Rielly was excited to participate in a 
study abroad program that took her to France where she experienced the 
exquisite art and building designs, stoking her future career interest. 

Rielly plans to study architecture design at the University of Detroit Mercy 
this fall. She wants to use her education to bring sustainable and affordable 
architecture design to communities of color. 

Debutante Rielly Cianna Rudolph would like to express her gratitude to 
her parents, Contessa and David Rudolph, for their unconditional and 
unwavering love and support during her journey as a debutante and 
introduction as a young lady. She would like to thank The Cotillion Society 
of Detroit Educational Society Foundation, her mentors and the trustees for 
awarding her the opportunity of being a part of the Debutante Club and a 
once in a lifetime experience. She would also like to acknowledge relatives 
and friends who continue to provide spiritual and emotional support. 

Debutante Rielly is being escorted by Mr. Jasir Rahaman.

She is being presented by her father, Mr. David Rudolph.
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d e b u t a n t e

Aniah Russaw

Daughter of Mr. and Mrs. DeAndre and Camille Russaw
 
Debutante Aniah Russaw is the daughter of Mr. & Mrs. DeAndre & Camille 
Russaw and the  oldest of four children. Aniah is a junior at West Bloomfield 
High School and has maintained a  3.9 GPA. She is devoted to becoming a 
well-rounded individual through community  involvement, mentoring, and 
participating in academic programs to prepare for her future. Aniah intends to 
pursue higher education at the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor as a nursing  
student.  

Aniah actively participates at her high school by taking advantage of 
opportunities as a student  leader. Currently, she is a student peer mentor to 
other students to aide in their success  emotionally, socially, and academically. 
Furthermore, she is a member of the National Society of  High School Scholars, 
Wolverines Pathways Scholar through the University of Michigan, high  school 
student scholar in the Readying Youth Scientists for Excellence in Medicine, 
Health  Equity, and Discovery (RYSE MED) Program hosted by the Henry Ford 
Medical Group (HFMG) Office of Diversity and Inclusion (ODI), Co-Ette Club, 
Health Science Club (Health  Occupations Students of America), Sisters 
in Society, Varsity Poms team, and a student leader  ambassador at West 
Bloomfield High School.  

Determined to become a Nurse Practitioner, Aniah has sought opportunities to 
pursue additional  academic course work throughout high school. She attended 
Bowling Green State University Nurse Camp where she experienced a glimpse 
in the life of a nurse. As a RYSE MED scholar, she shadowed physicians, learned 
medical skills, explored healthcare careers, and developed college skills. Aniah 
concluded the summer program with an assigned group to present their  health 
equity topic, “Maternal Mortality Rates in Black Women”. She continues to gain  
additional experience in the RYSE MED Research track throughout the school 
year. In addition,  this summer Aniah will attend Yale University for a pre-college 
program in Medicine and  Healthcare at the National Student Leadership 
Conference. In the fall, she will participate in the  Medical mentorship program 
at her high school where she will be paired with a physician to  provide clinical 
exposure opportunities for students. 

Aniah’s past accolades include a feature on WDIV-Local 4 News for Rhonda’s 
Brag Book. As a  freshman, she was recognized for her academic success and 
as an active member in the student  leadership program. She was awarded 
the Youth Community Service Award on the behalf of the  Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. Task Force, Inc. of Southfield, Michigan. The award was for those “Who 
give back to their community and demonstrate courage, compassion, and 
service”. Aniah  also received the 2020 Power Dance Company Dancer of the 
Year award for displaying  positivity, leadership, dedication, and hard work.  

Aniah’s hobbies include listening to various genres of music, volunteering, 
dancing, and  spending time with family. In fact, Aniah has competed 
competitively in dance since she was  five years of age. She has won numerous 
awards in her age division as a #1 soloist for lyrical and  jazz dance. Her greatest 
accomplishment was earning 1st place as a 2x National Champion in the  
Intermediate Teen Division as a soloist for lyrical & jazz.  

Lastly, special thanks to family and friends. Aniah is sincerely thankful for the 
love and  encouragement especially to her parents who always support her 
dreams and aspirations. 

Debutante Aniah is being escorted by Mr. James Davis, III.

She is being presented by her father, Mr. Deandre Russaw.
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d e b u t a n t e

Savannah Shivers

Daughter of Dr. Sarena Shivers and Mr. and Mrs. Craig Shivers  
 
Savannah Nicole Shivers, born March 17, 2006, in Ann Arbor Michigan, is the 
daughter of Dr. Sarena Shivers and Craig Shivers.

She currently is a senior at Washtenaw International High School (WIHI) in 
Ypsilanti, Michigan. WIHI was named in October 2023 the best high school in 
the state of Michigan based on their academic offerings, student achievement 
and other factors. Savannah has taken full advantage of this incredible learning 
environment and is a dedicated and hard-working student, committed to her 
studies at one of the most rigorous high schools in the state, maintaining a 3.6 
GPA.

Currently Savannah has been admitted to every college she has applied to, but 
plans on attending Hampton University, a family tradition where her grandparents 
and aunt are alumni, and her cousins currently attend. She dreams of delving 
into the world of psychology with a specific emphasis on child development 
earning not only a bachelors and masters, but one day pursuing her PhD and 
becoming a licensed psychologist. Her passion for youth, understanding people, 
fostering relationships and supporting everyone regardless of their background 
or culture makes this career path an excellent fit for her compassionate and 
nurturing nature.

Savannah is not only committed to her academic pursuits but is also an active 
member of various clubs and organizations. At school she is an invaluable part 
of the Amnesty International Club and the Black Student Union, where she uses 
both her math and leadership skills to serve as the treasurer for both. Savannah 
is deeply connected to and concerned about issues involving human rights and 
spoken out about incidents related to diversity and equity in her school. She is 
known to be a young champion for social justice and often called upon by
school leadership to use her voice and advocacy to support others. Savannah has 
also mentored and tutored middle school students at Washtenaw International 
Middle Academy.

Outside of school, Savannah is a Sorrell (youth group sponsored by Alpha Kappa 
Alpha Sorority, Incorporated) and has equally enjoyed her time as a debutante 
with The Cotillion Society of Detroit. In all these endeavors, Savannah volunteers 
her time, demonstrating a keen sense of responsibility and a commitment to 
making a positive impact in the lives of others.

Being a hard-working student and having many ways in which she gives back 
to the community is not enough for Savannah. She generously donates her 
time at the local library planning literacy events for local elementary students. 
Additionally, for over a year, Savannah has held a part-time job where she serves 
as an after-school counselor at an elementary school in Ann Arbor, Michigan, 
three days a week. In her free time, Savannah has a passion for baking, and 
makes room to spend quality time with her close family and friends. She is also 
a passionate and creative writer and enjoys reading a good book from time to 
time.

In addition to her mom and dad, Savannah is loved by her stepmother, Alicia 
Shivers, her Grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. Walter and Marian McKinnie and Mrs. 
Carol Shivers. She is also supported by her aunts, a host of cousins and extended 
family. However, day in and day out, Savannah is loved, supported and deeply 
cared for by her three siblings, Josh, Courtney and Elijah. If you know Savannah, 
then you know the apples of her eye are her nephew Kashton Williams (who she 
has diligently cared for since birth) and her dog Charlie. Savannah Nicole Shivers 
is an amazing young lady with a bright and incredible future awaiting.

Debutante Savannah is being escorted by Mr. Aman Cooper.

She is being presented by her father, Mr. Craig Shivers.
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d e b u t a n t e

Kaden Smith

Daughter  of  Ms .  Gloria  Smith and Mr.  Kevin  Smith  
 
Debutante Kaden Logan Smith is the daughter of Gloria Smith and Kevin Smith. 
She is a beautiful, young woman of virtue, high moral character, intelligence, 
charismatic, driven, and dynamic. As the only child, she is loved and cherished 
unconditionally. She is the granddaughter of Willetta and John Nelson, 
grandparents Carolyn and Wendell Williams, and grandparents Andrea and 
Michael Smith. 

Debutante Kaden is currently a Junior at West Bloomfield High School. Kaden 
is an amazing young lady and exceptionally gifted student who has always 
excelled academically, especially in math and science. She is serious about 
the importance of education and has maintained an outstanding GPA in high 
school. On October 11, 2023, she was inducted into the National Honor Society. 
Her high school curriculum is further enriched by Advance Placement classes 
where she continues to shine. 

Kaden also serves in many extracurricular activities and service programs. 
Kaden has been a member of the varsity Pom Pon Team, Track Team, Theatre 
and Drama club, Peer Mentorship Program, and Year Book committee. Giving 
back to the youth and supporting the community is important to Kaden. Kaden 
volunteers as a Middle School Tutor and works as a Youth Counselor at The 
Hawk - Farmington Hills Community Center. She understands that sometimes 
younger students feel disconnected from the adults so she likes to be the 
bridge and show them that they can achieve their goals too. 

Kaden is passionate about her creative expressions through competitive 
dance, acting, music, painting, writing and jewelry creation. Dancing is one of 
Kaden’s true loves and she’s been dancing since age three. She showcases 
her talent, discipline, and commitment to the art of dance. When she’s on 
the stage all of that love and passion shines through her smile and each kick 
and turn. Kaden enjoys letting her light shine bright as she blesses others with 
her exuberant performances. She truly enjoys helping to uplift the audience’s 
energy and see people smile and come to life during the show. 

Upon graduation, Kaden plans to attend Florida Agricultural and Mechanical 
University to pursue a degree in Business and Entrepreneurship. Kaden’s 
entrepreneurial spirit has always been present. As a small child Kaden would 
make and sell crafts of jewelry, scented pillows, hair accessories and mini 
books. Now Kaden’s dream is to establish herself in the realm of real estate. 
Kaden has participated in property demolitions and rehabs, building layout 
design updates, rental property management and sales. She has created her 
own company in preparation for building a real estate portfolio. She will have 
apartment complexes and find ways to provide housing for families in need.

Debutante Kaden would like to thank her mother and father for their 
unconditional love, support, guidance, and demonstration of living a life that 
continually brings new experiences and perspectives. She also wholeheartedly 
values the love and support of her grandparents, aunts, uncles, cousins, 
godparents, godsisters, godbrothers, and friends. Thank you to Ms. Paula 
Dunlap, mother of her escort and Christopher Howard, her escort and past 
school mate. Kaden gives honor to God and acknowledges His presence, 
favor, grace, and mercy bestowed upon her. Finally, a special thank you to The 
Cotillion Society of Detroit Educational Foundation for a wonderful, enriching, 
and memorable debutante experience that she has thoroughly enjoyed. 

Debutante Kaden is escorted by Mr. Christopher Howard. 

She is being presented by her father, Kevin L. Smith. 
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d e b u t a n t e

Kayden Smith

Daughter of Ms. Breann McCree and Mr. Rogers Smith
 
Kayden Smith is the daughter of Breann McCree and Rogers Smith. 
Kayden is currently a Junior at Detroit Country Day School.

Kayden is a three year varsity cheerleader and track athlete. She is a 
member of Black Student Alliance (B.S.A). Kayden has participated 
in community service, Jewelry making, and sign language club. 

Kayden volunteers to help students in the metro Detroit area with 
critical thinking skills. She works with the organization Math 4 Success. 
This organization helps underprivileged students in low funded 
schools

Kayden goes to Christ Our Savior Church located in walled lake. At 
this Church she helps pack meals or makes care packages for the 
homeless. She enjoys helping out others that are less fortunate. 

After graduating from Detroit Country Day School she hopes to 
attend Michigan State or Spellman in the fall of 2025. Her intended 
Major is Nursing and her minor is healthcare administration. Kayden 
wants to become a Nurse anesthetist.

Kayden would love to give a special thanks to Jordan Lee being her 
escort and TCSDEF for an amazing opportunity.

Debutante Kayden is being escorted by Mr. Jordan Lee.

She is being presented by her father, Mr. Roger Smith.
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d e b u t a n t e

Mackenzie Thomas

Daughter of Ms. Letisha Thomas and Mr. Roderick Thomas
 
Debutante Mackenzie Noelle Thomas  is the lovely daughter of Ms. Letisha 
Thomas and Mr. Roderick Thomas. She is the granddaughter of Christine 
McClellan of Detroit and Mattie Coleman of Louisiana. Mackenzie is the first-
born child to her parents and the older sister to her brother, Nicholas Thomas 
who is 15 years old. Mackenzie is a member of LAM Christian Church.

Debutante Mackenzie is a Junior at Mercy High School in Farmington Hills, MI. 
She is academically driven and has earned several awards and accolades 
during her academic career. Mackenize strives to be a well-rounded student 
including being involved in several extra-curricular activities. As a current 
cheerleader, she holds the role of Captain for the Mercy High School Varsity 
Cheer team where she cheers sideline and competitively.

Mackenzie is a servant-leader in the community by volunteering her time 
over the years in organizations like SpringHill Camps, Gleaners, Bottomless Toy 
Chest, Meals on Wheels, Elmwood Elementary, Grace Center of Hope, and 
the Salvation Army.

Mackenzie takes pride in all that she does. Her introduction to sports began 
in volleyball where she played for 3 years. Her love for dance led to a dance 
career of 12 years, which included competitive dance. Mackenzie has been 
a child of Jack and Jill of America, Inc., the North Oakland/Macomb Chapter, 
for 13 years and has blossomed into a teen leader by holding the position of 
Step and Skit Chair for two years as well as serving on various committees. 
Over the years, Mackenize has participated in a plethora of cultural, health, 
legislative, educational, community and social activities. She is an AKATeen 
of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc., Pi Tau Omega Chapter, and has 
participated in the Pink and White Scholarship Ball in 2023. Mackenzie is a 
member of the Black Awareness Society for Education where she has served 
as Step Captain for the 2023 Mercy High School Ethnic Bazaar.

Mackenzie plans to pursue a career in Social Work where she can extend her 
love and compassion for others while making a difference in lives. Mackenzie 
plans to attend a Historically Black College or University, such as Florida A&M 
or Morgan State University after her high school graduation in 2025.

Debutante Mackenzie would like to thank her mother and father for all their 
years of love, support, and dedication. She sends a heartfelt thank you to her 
brother, immediate and extended family, and family friends who have made 
a difference in her life and supported her in her Debutante Season.

Mackenzie would like to thank Damon Patton, II for being her Escort and 
sacrificing his time and staying committed to endless dance lessons and 
rehearsals to make this Debutante Ball very special for her. She sends a big 
thank you to his parents for their support during this Debutante season as well. 
Mackenzie is extremely grateful to Dr. Renita Barge-Clark, Dr. Edwina Patterson 
and Mrs. Karen Hunter for believing in her and offering her the opportunity to 
be a 2024 Debutante. Mackenzie would also like to thank her mentor, Ms. 
Mechelle White for keeping her on track during this Debutante season as 
well as the entire TCSDEF board for cultivating a unique, unforgettable, and 
phenomenal experience with an amazing group of Debutantes.

Debutante Mackenzie is being escorted by Mr. Damon Patton II.

She is being presented by her father, Mr. Roderick Thomas.
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d e b u t a n t e

Autumn Walker

Daughter of Dr. Tara Walker and Mr. Donald Walker  
 
Autumn Rose Walker is the daughter of Mr. Donald and Dr. Tara 
Walker. She is the youngest sister of brother Anthony and sister 
Kayla. She is a kind, driven, warm young lady, who is beautiful inside 
and out. Autumn’s middle name, Rose, is a tribute to her late great-
grandmother, Bertha Mae Walker, who loved roses.  

Autumn is a junior and proud Phoenix at Renaissance High School. 
Since her acceptance, she’s maintained a rigorous academic 
schedule consisting of Honors, Advanced Placement, and 
International Baccalaureate classes, achieving an overall 4.03 
GPA. Autumn strives for high academic achievement, and she is 
most proud of her induction into the National Junior Honor Society 
in middle school and the National Honor Society where she serves 
on the executive board within her chapter. 

Autumn is a member of Phoenix Outreach Volunteer Club, a leader 
in the University of Michigan’s Victors Club, Women of Tomorrow, 
Wisdom Warriors, and was recently elected Senior Class Treasurer. 
Autumn danced competitively for ten years. This opened the door 
for her to become a Prancing Phoenix Fire-ette on the majorette 
team. She was selected to represent the Southfield Alumnae 
Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Incorporated at the 2023 
National Presidential Youth Conference. She is a member of the 
Dr. Jeanne L. Noble Delta GEMS program where she serves as 
secretary. Autumn is a teen assistant for Oakland Church of Christ’s 
Wee Worship program and also volunteers for Meals on Wheels and 
Forgotten Harvest.

Autumn’s hobbies include thrifting, reading, traveling, cooking, self-
care, listening to music, watching old movies and television shows, 
photography, and having fun with her friends and family.

Autumn hopes to attend an HBCU and is interested in majoring in 
engineering, actuarial science, or data science. She hopes to leave 
a positive impact on the world through her future career and leave 
a legacy that her parents will be proud of.

Debutante Autumn would like to deeply thank her mother and 
father for all of their love, support, and guidance over the years. 
She also thanks her family and everyone for their support. She is 
truly grateful to her escort, Robert Bridges, and the Bridges family. 
She greatly appreciates the Cotillion Society of Detroit Education 
Foundation for exposing her to new experiences. She will use their 
teachings for the rest of her life.

Debutante Autumn is being escorted by Mr. Robert Bridges.

Autumn is being presented by her father, Mr. Donald Walker Jr.
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d e b u t a n t e

Madison Williams

Daughter of Ms. Jasmin Carlton and Mr. Corey Williams
 
Debutante Madison McKai Williams is the eldest Daughter of Jasmin Carlton and 
Corey Williams. Madison is a junior at Cass Technical High School here in Detroit 
Michigan.

Madison is a determined, hardworking, driven, and heavily involved student 
currently maintaining a 4.1 GPA. Madison serves on the Junior Board of Directors 
and as treasurer of the Co-Ette Club Inc- which has allowed her to further her 
leadership and business etiquette skills. Throughout her membership, Madison has 
individually gathered over $1,500 in fundraising to donate to organizations such 
as the American Red Cross, NAACP, and UNCF, also making her a member of ‘The 
Queen’s Court. Madison was also awarded the ‘Spirit of Detroit’ award for earning 
50 hours of volunteer service this past year. In total, Madison has completed over 
100 hours of volunteer and philanthropy work for several black organizations in 
the Metro Detroit area during her high school career such as Motor City STEAM, 
Alpha Kappa Alpha Foundation of Detroit, NAACP Detroit Chapter, and many 
more. Due to the discovery of her passion for giving back to her community, 
Madison will be launching her own nonprofit service action project this summer.

Even as a transfer student, Madison is active in her school’s extra curricular 
programs. She is a member of the Cass Tech DECA club and Adidas’s Soundlab 
Big Sean Studio at her school. Using these opportunities to gain background 
knowledge in her future career, Madison has been able to cultivate a personalized 
pathway to gain knowledge in music technology, management, and business. 
Madison’s ambition and focus throughout her highschool career has allowed her 
to exceed academic expectations, earning her a designation with the National 
Honor Society at her previous school’s (Bloomfield Hills High School) chapter. 
Madison has consistently demonstrated her activism and ability to lead. She was 
an executive member of the Black Student Alliance and HBCU Club for 2 years. 
During her membership, Madison coordinated several events to help expand 
and recognize black culture in a predominantly white, non-diverse community. 
Madison was also asked to join the High School’s Student Equity Committee in 
middle school and remained active during her high school years to aid in revising 
school policy and improve the code of conduct regarding racism. To finish off her 
time at Bloomfield Hills High School, Madison was elected to become a member 
of the Diversity Assembly Committee during her sophomore year. With the help 
of 7 others, she conducted the production and organization of an assembly 
for all grades to receive first hand presentations from minorities to help students 
develop a well rounded sense of how to be racially mindful. Lastly, Madison is an 
employee at Kumon Learning Center in Farmington Hills, MI - an extracurricular 
tutoring program to help children advance their skills in math and reading. 
As Reading Program Completer and employee for nearly 4 years, Madison 
continually demonstrates her commitment to youth education. As a former 
student of 10 years at Kumon Learning Center, Madison achieved awards “Level 
G By 4” in math and reading and “Level J By 6” in reading. Madison plans to 
pursue a degree in Marketing and Music Technology with dreams of becoming a 
Record Executive and owner of her own Marketing Agency.  Madison has strong 
hopes of attending Spelman College after graduation from Cass Technical High 
School.

Debutante Madison would like to thank her mom for all the years of love, support,
and guidance she has provided without ceasing. Additionally, Madison is 
extremely grateful for the support and encouragement given to her by her loving
grandparents, aunts, uncles, cousins, and friends. Lastly, Madison extends a 
heartfelt thank you to the entire TCSDEF board for cultivating such unique and 
unforgettable experiences. 

Debutante Madison is being escorted by Mr. Christian Scott.
She is being presented by her father, Mr. Corey Williams.
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Escort 
Son of Mr. and Mrs. Michael and Caprise Thacker, Sr.

Michael Thacker II, the son of Caprise and Michael Thacker Sr, will be escorting Debutante 
Janae Broadnax. He is a Junior that attends Utica Community Schools that plans to attend 
an HBCU with his major and minor undecided. Michael’s ultimate career goals are to build 
a career that makes him happy, and also gives him the benefit of being financially free and 
stable. He also has a desire to be a big philanthropist in his community and to become a 
mentor for the youth. Michael’s high school activities include basketball and track. Over the 
years, he attended organizational events such as DAPCEP, Money Matters, and DAPCEP 
Intro to Computer Programming. His hobbies include spending time with family, traveling and 
playing basketball. I want to give a special thanks to my mom for always being a helping hand 
and investing in my future.

Michael will be escorting Debutante Janae Broadnax today.
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Escort 
Son of Mr. and Mrs. Duane J. Thomas

Introducing Keith Adams, the son of Mr. and Mrs. Duane J. Thomas. A charismatic and 
accomplished young gentleman poised to make a dazzling debut at the Debutante Ball. 
Keith is a University of Detroit Jesuit High School scholar. With an unwavering passion for 
understanding the history of his African-American ancestors and awareness for today’s youth, 
Keith is an active member of Black Awareness Society for Education (B.A.S.E). Keith embodies 
grace, intelligence, and charm. A member of the Varsity Football Team, he brings a unique 
blend of grit and humility to every game. Keith’s journey is defined by his love for God and all 
God’s people, making him an outstanding deacon at Silver Star Missionary Baptist Church. His 
future goal is to attend University of Michigan or Morehouse University and study Finances and 
Cyber Security. As the escort of Debutante Miss Jordyn Jenkins, Keith is ready to embrace the 
elegance of the ball with style and grace. 

Keith will be escorting Debutante Jordyn Jenkins today.

Escort 
Son of Ms. Nicole Alequín and Mr. Terry Daniels

Terry Daniels Alequin is the son of Nicole Alequín and Terry Daniels. He is currently a Junior at 
the University of Detroit Jesuit High School. He is involved in sports, language and music at his 
school. He is a member of the Track & Field team, Latin Club and the Varsity Wrestling team. He 
is also a member of the Symphony and Marching Band where he plays the tenor saxophone. 
He is a member of Saints Peter and Paul Jesuit Church and enjoys attending community service 
events at Matrix Human Services  and Focus Hope. He also enjoys writing, drawing, running, 
music, connecting with his peers and wrestling during the off school season.

Terry is exploring his career path, at the moment he is considering going  into pre-med at 
Michigan State University or Wayne State University and pursuing a major in sports medicine 
and becoming a physician. 

“I would like to give a special thanks to  My Mother, My Coaches, My Friends, My family, and 
anyone else who has helped shape and support me into who I am today and what I will 
become in the future”

Terry will be escorting Debutante Megan Roberts today.

'
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Escort 
Son of Mr. and Mrs. Sharod and Alisa Bridges

Robert Bridges is the versatile son of Sharod and Alisa 
Bridges. He is currently a Senior at North Farmington High 
School. He is very active in sports and enjoys playing 
football. He is an esteemed wide receiver and running 
back on North’s Varsity Football Team as well as a runner 

on the Varsity Track Team. Furthermore, after a considerable growth spurt in his junior year, he was 
natural as a center on North’s basketball team.

When Robert is not on the field or the track, you would think he would be somewhere resting. You will 
find him actively engaged as a member of the Yearbook Club. He spends countless hours coordinating 
photo selection and proposing layout design ideas for the school’s yearbook in collaboration with 
other club members.

Robert is a special young man. He is a leader and a role model. He is an active member of EMBODI 
(Empowering Males to Build Opportunities for Developing Independence). This is a youth program 
for males that is aligned with Southfield Alumnae Chapter, Delta Sigma Theta Incorporated. Robert 
believes this program and others have become integral to setting his moral compass and values. For 
the past 5 years, he has dedicated himself to continue to grow in order to effectively give back to 
the community through this program. He has volunteered his time to help escort guests for The Torch 
of Wisdom Foundation, Inc. at the 11th Annual Honoring Local Heroes. He was able to connect with 
other individuals that have made a difference in the community. Robert has also participated in 
the Youth Employment Program through The Torch of Wisdom Foundation, Inc. In this program, for 5 
weeks he dedicated his time to participating in growing and learning and creating a personal brand 
with a team of peers, in which they won 1st place. All of this activity has had a profound affirming 
impact on Robert’s life in fulfilling priorities and goals.

Robert has big plans for the future. He wants to return back to the roots of his family’s history. After he 
graduates from high school, he plans to attend a Historically Black College or University. He is hoping 
to get accepted into Central State University or his Mother’s Alma Mater, Alabama A&M University. 
With life, there is always inevitable uncertainty. Everything is subject to change depending upon 
circumstances. Even though he is still undecided about what he wants to major in, he is interested in 
Computer Science and Graphic Design. He enjoys coming up with designs and would like to create 
his own game design or computer graphics. Robert is the epitome of versatility, creativity and utilizing 
sports to foster team building and leadership qualities.

Robert’s life has been full of opportunities to build bonds and establish meaningful ties in order to 
help others. He would like to thank his parents for being supportive. He would like to thank Debutant 
Autumn Walker, her parents and The Cotillion Society of Detroit for allowing him to experience and 
serve as an escort for 2024.

Robert will be escorting Debutante Autumn Walker today.

Escort 
Son of Ms. Jamerson Rose and Mr. Jacob Brown

Cayden Brown, the son of Jamerson Rose and Jacob Brown, is a 17-year-old award-winning 
activist, thought innovator, and legal liberationist. At just 16, Cayden became a Juvenile 
Defense Attorney through the Oakland County Teen Court program, gaining recognition for 
sustaining an unbroken series of victories in the courtroom. Some of his other notable roles 
include serving as the Statewide Political Mobilization Leader at Dream For America and 
founding The Trespass Project—a bold nonprofit working to advance the legal literacy of 
minority youth, empowering them to audaciously seize positions of power. 

He graced the cover of The Michigan Chronicle’s September 2023 issue as “The Future of 
Social Change,” was featured in Black Enterprise, and has been named among the Top 100 
National Black Lawyers, at only sixteen-years-old. Plus, he’s made history as the first-ever Detroit 
Changemakers Spotlight for Outlier Media. 

Ultimately, Cayden is a proud Black young man of faith who believes that “legal literacy equals 
liberation” and epitomizes a revolutionary era, where all become stewards of change—
Regardless of age.

Cayden will be escorting Debutante Mirissa Brown today.
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Aman Cooper is the son of Ammiel and Nakedae Cooper. He is a senior at the Early College 
Alliance (ECA) high school at Eastern Michigan University (EMU). While at ECA, Aman will 
receive 51 college credits to take with him to the university of his choice.

Aman is active in several extracurricular activities at the ECA. He serves as the President of the 
Black Student Union (BSU). The BSU is an organization that allows African American students 
to gather and discuss local and world issues that impact them. Under his leadership, the BSU 
has implemented and organized multiple fundraisers including a holiday toy drive, bake sale, 
bingo day, and restaurant-sponsored events. The BSU has built a great relationship with the 
Salvation Army through the help of Aman and the rest of the hardworking board members 
of the Black Student Union to give back to the Ypsilanti community through donations and 
service. Aman is also a member of the Inner Club Council. The Inner Club Council is a group 
of student organization leaders that make executive decisions on future student events and 
implement policies and procedures.  

On the weekends, and as time permits during the week, Aman works as a banquet houseman 
at the Ann Arbor/Ypsilanti Marriott.  Some of his duties included setting up special events by 
executing floor plans, and providing excellent customer service to guests and conference 
attendees.

Aman is excited to attend a four-year college in the fall. He has been accepted to several 
universities and has received scholarship opportunities. Although he hasn’t made a final 
decision on where to matriculate, he plans to study computer science.  More importantly, 
Aman is a very humble young man who displays confident leadership skills and strives to live 
up to the meaning of his name by being trustworthy, faithful, and peaceful in all his endeavors.  

Aman will be escorting debutante Savannah Shivers today. 

Escort 
Son of Mr. and Mrs. Ammiel and Nakedae Cooper

Escort 
Son of Mr. and Mrs. Jermaine and Letrice Calloway

Jermaine Calloway is a Senior at University Liggett School, in Grosse Pointe Michigan. He is also 
the son, and the youngest child, of Letrice and Jermaine Calloway Sr. 

Jermaine is actively involved in his school’s athletics, playing football in the fall, indoor track in 
the winter and outdoor track in the spring. Outside of athletics he also has a heavy interest in 
fashion while owning his own business. This brand is called Optimist and its message is to look 
on the bright side, and helping people realize that things are always better than you think. 

Academically, Jermaine has maintained a 3.5 grade point average during his 4 years at 
University Liggett, with a major academic interest in science. He plans to expand upon this 
interest and get a degree in computer engineering.

He is currently undecided on his college choice, but has narrowed his options down to Florida 
A&M, Michigan State, or Butler University.

“I am incredibly thankful for the opportunities that have presented themselves to me through 
the people that God has put in my life. Without them I most likely would not be who I am today 
and I am forever grateful.”

Jermaine will be escorting Desirai Mitchell today.

91 92



Escort 
Son of Mrs. Anjanetta Dorsey and Mr. David Dorsey, III

Caleb Gabriel Dorsey is the son of David and Anjanetta Dorsey III of Northville, Michigan. He is 
currently a junior at the University of Detroit Jesuit High School and Academy where he has a 
3.36 GPA. Caleb enjoys playing soccer for his high school and travel club. In addition to being 
a scholar-athlete, Caleb is a member of (BASE) Black Awareness Society and Education, the 
Business Club, and the Latin Club.

The entrepreneurial bug struck Caleb at an early age. At age 7 years old, he became the 
owner of “Caleb’s Corner” where he collects, sells, and trades vintage Marvel and D.C. 
collectibles and has been an aficionado for many years; offering advice and guidance to 
potential buyers, young and old. More recently, Caleb added an IT division to his business 
where he provides services to include transferring crypto currency  from the block-chain to 
cold storage, diagnosing and troubleshooting computer systems, and assists his customers 
with software and hardware installations.

Caleb is an avid snowboarder, he enjoys hiking; completing his most challenging hike of 70 miles 
over 13 days at an altitude of 11, 742 ft above sea level in New Mexico, this past summer. Caleb 
is on track to becoming an Eagle Scout, with one remaining requirement before beginning 
his Eagle Scout Project. Caleb completed the Dale Carnegie Course for Teens, where he was 
awarded the Highest Award for Achievement, as he best exemplified the standards, qualities, 
and consistent practice of the Human Relations Principles.

Caleb is truly a “Man for Others”. He embodies this motto through his unwavering dedication 
to community service. He completed an Immersion experience to Camden, New Jersey, 
where he helped establish a community garden, assisted a nursing facility where he read and 
played table top activities with seniors, and completed a beautification project for the local 
community center. Caleb also serves as a pallbearer for the University of Detroit Jesuit High 
School and Academy Pallbearer Ministry. 

Caleb is grounded in his faith and is a proud member of Gesu Catholic Church. Next year, 
Caleb will be a Senior and has plans to become a Doctor of Pharmacy.

Caleb will be escorting Debutante Haleigh Cameron today.

Escort 
Son of Mr. and Mrs. James and Vanessa Davis II

James is a gifted and imaginative senior at Adlai E. Stevenson High School. Born to Vanessa and 
James Davis II and hailing from Livonia, Michigan, James is an aspiring Graphic Design student 
with a passion for visual arts. James developed keen interest in sketching and composition from 
an early age. His scholastic journey has been characterized by a commitment to creativity, and 
innovation. During his high school years, James excelled not only in academics but also in Track 
& Field; as part of the team, James learned the importance of teamwork, determination and grit. 
These experiences helped shape his character, instilling in him the resiliency to push toward his 
goals.

His interest in Graphic Design would become cemented when he was accepted into the Livonia 
Career Technical Center, where James had the opportunity to apply spatial reasoning, imagination 
and artistry toward a variety of intricate challenges. This hands-on experience enhanced his 
problem-solving skills and provided valuable insights into the practical applications of Graphic 
Design. In addition to his Graphic Design and Track & Field pursuits, James also was a part of the 
Motor City Youth Theatre, where he would act in several plays including his work in The Christmas 
Carol for Wayne State University. This performing arts involvement has profited James the ability to 
engage, create, empathize and communicate with all walks of life.

Furthermore, James recently founded Grim H3ights, a design, branding and imaging company 
encompassing a collection of limited-edition clothing releases, logos and custom prints where 
style meets the street in a symphony of bold creativity and urban flair. In his free time, James enjoys 
spending time with his family and friends, watching anime, taking in films and root beer floats, 
which provide welcome breaks from his many pursuits while also serving as outlets for creativity 
and relaxation.

A forward thinker, James is additionally a part of Business Professionals of America, a career and 
technical student organization that empowers student leaders toward establishing positive change 
through learning, professional growth and service. Of all of his talents and abilities though, James’ 
greatest attribute is his selflessness, and his heart for others. 

Later this Fall, James will me majoring in Graphic Design as a freshman at Grand Valley State 
University.

James will be escorting Debutante Aniah Russaw today.
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Escort 
Son of Mr. and Mrs. Kahiree and Ebony Gans

Devyn Kaleb Gans, a senior at Novi High School in Novi, Michigan is the son of Kahiree and 
Ebony Gans. Devyn is a scholar athlete who has maintained a 3.3 GPA and is an All-State tennis 
player.  He is a member of the North Oakland/Macomb Chapter of Jack & Jill of America and 
a member of the Midnight Golf Program.  Devyn was the captain of his high school Tennis 
team where he played 1 singles.

Devyn’s love and passion for tennis started back when his parents would take him to the 
Western & Southern Open professional tennis tournament when he was five years old.  That 
experience sparked a passion and desire to play Division 1 college tennis.  By the time he was 
eight, he was competing in USTA tournaments and went on to be ranked three in the Midwest 
region by age nine.  Devyn’s national tennis ranking reached as high as 80 in the nation for 
boys 12 and under division.

As a scholar-athlete, Devyn has already been accepted to several Division 1 universities where 
he will pursue his dream of playing tennis while pursuing a bachelor of science degree in 
software engineering. Devyn’s passion for wanting to become a software engineer stems from 
his interest in improving people’s lives through the improvement of technology like Artificial 
Intelligence & Autonomous driving.  

Post college, Devyn wants to work for a major tech company (Google, Meta, Apple, Tesla, 
etc..) as a software engineer.  He also wants to pursue his tennis career professionally.  Devyn 
is deeply appreciative of his family and close friends for the support he has received.  Also, 
he’s grateful for the opportunity to participate in the Cotillion Society of Detroit Education 
Foundation.

Devyn will be escorting Debutante Zharia Hunter today.

Escort 
Son of Ms. LaTara Collins and Mr. Nick Hardy

Cayden Hardy, son of Nick D. Hardy and LaTara Collins, is a standout senior at Birmingham 
Groves High School with a 3.8 GPA. As a scholar-athlete, he has excelled both academically 
and as the starting quarterback for his high school football team for three years. Cayden is also
a member of the First Presbyterian Church.

His commitment to community and personal growth extends beyond the football field. Cayden 
is passionate about mentoring, especially working with children with disabilities, teaching them
basketball fundamentals.

In his leisure time, Cayden enjoys bowling with his family and friends, reading, camping, and 
working out.

Cayden will be attending Michigan State University, where he plans to major in Business. His goal 
is to become an entrepreneur, specifically focusing on starting his own mortgage company.

Cayden would like to thank his family, especially his parents, for their love and support, which
has enabled him to be where he is today. He also extends his gratitude to his Debutante Zoey
Rogers and her family, as well as The Cotillion Society of Detroit Educational Foundation, for 
this special opportunity and experience.

Cayden will be escorting Debutante Zoey Rogers today.
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Escort 
Son of Ms. Paula Dunlap and Mr. Jonathon Howard

Christopher Howard is the son of Ms. Paula Dunlap and Mr. Jonathon Howard.  He is a current 
Junior at the University of Detroit Jesuit High School.

Christopher is an honor student with a 3.5 G.P.A. and an active member of various activities in 
school.  Christopher participates in the Black Awareness Society for Education (BASE) and is a 
member of the varsity basketball team.

Outside of school, Christopher actively volunteers with the Rhonda Walker Foundation, Fast 
Feet NYC and various food banks throughout the city.  Christopher spends his free time playing 
basketball, traveling and spending time with his family.

Christopher hopes to attend an HBCU where he plans to study kinesiology and biology with 
the plan of being a doctor of sports medicine.  Additionally, Christopher would like to extend 
his basketball career past high school and play at the collegiate level. 

Christopher would like to thank his parents, the parents of Kaden Smith and The Cotillion Society 
of Detroit Educational Foundation for this opportunity.

Christopher will be escorting Debutante Kaden Smith today.

Escort 
Son of Mr. and Mrs. Steven and LeAnda Hicks

Steven Hicks is the son of Steven and LeAnda Hicks.   He 
is a Junior at the University of Detroit Jesuit High School 
and Academy.   When he graduates, in 2025, he will 
have the distinction of being a six-year man.

He is currently a classroom representative and is active 
in the Black Awareness Society for Education (BASE) and is a campaign manager for the student 
senate elections. He was selected to travel to Washington, DC to participate in the Ignatian Family 
Teach-In for Justice conference, which addresses social and educational injustice.

As a published author,  his writings are featured in the book “Why Mentoring Matters”; and his short 
story “Miracles in Motown” was selected to be included in Inscape, the literary-art magazine of 
University of Detroit Jesuit High School and Academy. 

His community service includes volunteering at Focus Hope, Capuchin Soup Kitchen and 
providing chore services for senior citizens in the tri-county area. He regularly donates gently used 
mens clothing to area shelters,  to increase the availability of clothing for homeless men. He also 
volunteers at church in several areas including the media ministry, youth ministry and as part of the 
facilities team.

Steven is thankful for the many significant mentoring and developmental programs responsible for 
providing guidance.  These programs include RESULTS Mentoring, the program that trusted him to 
serve as the youngest keynote speaker at their annual fundraiser;  the Sigma Beta Club, where his 
mentor Warren Galloway II, sparked his interest in being an escort for The Cotillion Society of Detroit 
Foundation; and The Cave of Adullam Transformational Academy (The CATTA), where he trained 
under the leadership of Mr. Jason Wilson, and successfully completed his Rights of Passage and is 
now an alumnus who teaches new recruits..

Steven believes in having multiple streams of income, a concept he learned from Gail Perry Mason’s 
Money Matters for Youth Program.  He is a three-year participant in Grow Detroit Young Talent 
(GDYT) and completed the Torch of Wisdom Foundation’s Learning Network.  After graduation, 
Steven wants to attend an HBCU but is open to other colleges. As a self proclaimed empath, his 
goal is to become a mental health therapist and invest in real estate. 

Steven would like to thank Joi Coleman and family, his parents and The Cotillion Society of Detroit 
Foundation for the opportunity to be part of this experience.

Steven will be escorting Debutante Joi Coleman today.
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Escort 
Son of Dr. Sheriyah Jones and Mr. Dwight Jones

Senneca Jones, son of Dwight and Sheriyah Jones, is a 17-year old with a remarkable journey 
marked by both geographical shifts and amazing achievements.

Senneca is a senior at Cass Technical High School.  He excels academically and stands out in 
athletics, particularly in track. Representing both his school and the MotorCity AAU team, he 
has earned acclaim in the 4x4 relay race, securing a commendable 3rd place at the indoor 
state track meet, and qualifying for New Balance National Track meets. 

In addition to his athletic prowess, Senneca is a versatile musician, proficient in playing 11 
instruments. He extends his talents to visual arts with his photography and videography business, 
Shooting Shots, capturing moments with renowned Detroit music artists, including Tee Grizzley 
and Skilla Baby. His artistic achievements, including podium placements in city track meets 
in 2022 and 2023, showcase Senneca as more than just a rising track star. He exemplifies the 
power of passion, dedication, and a diverse range of talents that define an exceptional young 
individual making his mark on the world.

Senneca Jones would like to thank Debutante Sophia Baker and her family for inviting him 
to participate in this Cotillion event. He would also like to thank his parents for their love and 
support.

Senneca will be escorting Debutante Sophia Baker today.

Escort 
Son of Mr. and Mrs. Joe and Talona Johnson

Jarad Johnson is a driven and accomplished high 
school Junior at Stoney Creek High School in Rochester, 
Michigan. He is recognized for his exceptional leadership 
and community involvement as a dedicated member of 

the Teen Auxiliary Group within the North Oakland/Macomb Chapter of Jack and Jill of America, Inc. 
Since 2012, Jarad has consistently demonstrated his commitment, serving in various roles including Teen 
Legislative Chair, Teen Editor, and Teen Service Chair. 

In addition to his active involvement with Jack and Jill of America, Inc., Jarad also holds the position of 
second vice-president in the Pontiac Kappa League, highlighting his strong dedication to youth leadership 
and mentorship. Beyond these roles, he is a proud member of the National Society of Black Engineers 
and actively participates in the National Black MBA of Detroit’s Leaders of Tomorrow Mentoring Program. 

Jarad’s leadership qualities shone bright when he represented the Detroit Chapter as a valuable member 
of the Business Case Competition team at the 2023 National Leaders of Tomorrow Summit. He received 
accolades during the annual “Blue Blazer” ceremony for his exemplary leadership and unwavering 
commitment to excellence.

In recognition of his outstanding community service, Jarad was awarded the prestigious Gold Presidential 
Service Award in 2022, and in 2023, he received the “Do the Right Thing” Service Award from the Urban 
League of Detroit & Southeast Michigan. His philanthropic spirit extends to several organizations, including 
the Boys & Girls Club of Auburn Hills, United Negro College Fund, Pontiac Meals on Wheels, Souper Bowl 
of Caring, Peace Tree Park, Pontiac Holiday Extravaganza, and the Transitional Living Program in Mt. 
Clemens.

Despite his impressive involvement in extracurricular activities, Jarad remains dedicated to his academic 
pursuits and is particularly interested in a future career within the automotive industry. He actively 
participates in career-related programming through the Detroit Area Pre-College Engineering Program, 
further showcasing his passion for his chosen field.

Upon his high school graduation, Jarad plans to pursue a degree in Mechanical Engineering, fueled by 
his unwavering dedication to personal growth and academic achievement. He expresses his heartfelt 
gratitude to his parents, Joe & Talona Johnson, for their unwavering support, Mr. & Dr. Newsome and 
Debutante Arielle Newsome for providing him with the opportunity to serve as her escort, and the 
members and associates of the North Oakland/Macomb Chapter of Jack and Jill of America, Inc. for 
their invaluable mentorship and support. Jarad is truly a young leader making a positive impact on his 
community and beyond.

Jarad will be escorting Debutante Arielle Newsome today.
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Escort 
Son of Mr. and Mrs. Jason and Nicole Lee

Jordan Lee is the son of Jason and Nicole Lee.  He is currently a Junior at the University of 
Detroit Jesuit High School. 

Jordan is an honor student and an active participant in his school’s community. Jordan Is an 
avid soccer player and proud 3-year Varsity Soccer team member for the University of Detroit 
Jesuit Cubs. During the 2023-2024 season he was chosen for the All-District First soccer team 
and received the Team and Individual All-Academic Award.

In addition to being a Scholar Athlete, Jordan is a 3-time Student Senator, member of Black 
Awareness Society for Education (B.A.S.E.) and an active member of the Model United Nations 
club. Outside of school Jordan has been a member of Jack and Jill of America, Inc. Oakland 
County Chapter for over 10 years.  

Jordan is a servant leader and community activist who has spent numerous hours dedicated 
to serving youth and senior citizens across metro Detroit. Jordan is currently an active member 
of the Community Foundation of SE Michigan Youth Advisory Council where he engages in the 
grant writing process for local non-profit organizations across Metro Detroit whose focus is on 
supporting and enriching the lives of underfunded and underrepresented communities.

Jordan is a computer enthusiast and has worked with Code 313, a local non-profit organization 
to teach children in the Detroit Public School system how to fly drones using coding principles. 
Jordan also frequently volunteers at Focus:HOPE, where he helps pack and deliver food to 
senior citizens.

Jordan’s future plans are to attend a four-year university in the Fall of 2025 after graduating 
from high school.  He is currently interested in the University of Michigan, Michigan State, and 
Morehouse College where he plans to study Cyber Security or Computer Science with a minor 
in Business.

Jordan would like to thank TCSDEF, Kayden Smith and her parents for the opportunity to 
participate in this wonderful evening and experience.

Jordan will be escorting Debutante Kayden Smith today.

Escort 
Son of Mr. and Mrs. Vincent and Jacqueline Kirk

Seth Kirk, a remarkable individual whose unwavering dedication to service and love for the 
arts sets him apart. As he embarks on his journey to Wayne State University, Seth stands out 
for his active involvement in community projects, such as the Generation of Promise program 
by Focus: HOPE, Gleaners, and his schools Black Student Union. Through this initiative, he 
generously contributes his time and skills to revitalize his school by making his environments be 
inclusive to all. 

Beyond his school commitments, Seth extends a helping hand to those in need by volunteering 
at local schools, where he selflessly supports students with disabilities, embodying empathy 
and compassion in action. His genuine passion for making a positive impact shines through 
his involvement in school plays, where he not only showcases his talent but also inspires others 
with his infectious enthusiasm and unwavering dedication.

In every aspect of his life, Seth Kirk exemplifies a true leader, a compassionate volunteer, and 
a passionate artist, embodying the values of service, community, and creativity. He thanks 
Raiven for this experience and is extremely appreciative of his parents. 

Seth will be escorting Debutante Raiven Mitchell today.
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Escort 
Son of Retired Major Ayanna Henderson Morales and 

Mr. Victor E. Morales

KeithAnthony C. Morales is the son of SFC(R) Victor E. Morales and MAJ(R) Ayanna Henderson  
Morales. He is a senior at Frederick Douglass Academy for Young Men. He will graduate with an  
Associate of Arts from Wayne County Community College District (WCCCD) two days before 
earning his high school diploma.

He is a student ambassador and Senior Class President. KeithAnthony has been a member 
of the  FDA Cross Country Team and the FDA Track Team, where he earned city and region 
recognitions in the 4X4, 4X8, and open 800-meter. Keith has interned for the past two summers 
in the  Biomedical Career Advancement Pipeline through Wayne State University, where he  
researched Clostridioides Difficile Colitis and SARS-CoV-2 co-infections and How  Electroporation 
affects the Malignant growth of Cancer Cells.

During KeithAnthony’s most recent summer, he was selected to study abroad in Spain.  KeithAnthony 
is a member of Pathway to Excellence and Dream Kings. He was elected as the  Detroit Public 
School Community District (DPSCD) School Board Student leader representing the 55K students of 
the district and currently serves as a Member of the Board of Police  Commissioners Youth Advisory 
Panel (YAP).

KeithAnthony enjoys playing the electric guitar, traveling, listening to all genres of music,  studying 
languages, and swimming—a member of Sacred Heart Catholic Church, he participates  in 
various acts of service with Gleaners Food Bank and the Special Olympics. He is growing his  hair 
for his 3rd donation to Maggie’s Wigs for Kids.

KeithAnthony has been accepted with a full ride scholarship and will attend The University of 
Michigan in Ann Arbor to dual major in Biology and Public Health. He aspires to be a  reconstructive 
plastic surgeon focusing on craniofacial and cleft palate repair. KeithAnthony thanks his parents, 
the Walker family of Petersburg, Virginia, Mr. Marcel Todd and  Pamela Rhoades-Todd, Dr. Willie 
and Patricia White, the Frederick Douglass Academy family,  Dr. Jim Bridges, Mrs. LaCherryn Hoost, 
Mr. Deolis and Darlene Allen, the Casali School of Dance  and his amazingly supportive village.

He also thanks his debutante, Miss Elaine Cleague, her family, and The Cotillion Society of Detroit  
Educational Foundation for this unique opportunity.

Keith will be escorting Debutante Elaine Cleague today.

Escort 
Son of Mr. and Mrs. Antwan and Shanta McMullan

Antwan McMullan, Jr. is the eldest son of Mr. Antwan McMullan and Mrs. Shanta McMullan. He 
is currently a junior at the University of Detroit Jesuit High School.

Antwan is a hard-working scholar athlete, receiving “high honors” academic designation, while 
participating in Varsity Football and Track & Field. He is also a member of the Black Awareness 
Society for Education (BASE) student organization and the Music Appreciation Club.

As a dedicated member of Jack and Jill of America, Incorporated - Ypsilanti Chapter for nine 
years, Antwan has been deeply involved with service in the community, including frequent 
volunteering with charitable organizations such as Gleaners Food Bank, Hope Clinic, SafeHouse 
Center, The Salvation Army and Open Door Ministries. He also has participated in the Jack and 
Jill teen oratorical competition, advancing to the regional competition, ultimately placing 
third in the region. He has also served on the chapter teen group’s executive board for the 
past two years.

Additionally, Antwan is an active member of Kappa League, a national program under the 
Guide Right initiative of the Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc. He participates locally with the 
Ann Arbor Ypsilanti Inkster (MI) Alumni Chapter where he currently serves as the group’s Vice 
President of Community Service. He is also a member of Bethel A.M.E. Church, Ann Arbor.

Upon high school completion, Antwan intends to attend a four-year university to study business 
administration. He would like to thank his parents, the Roberts family, and the Detroit Cotillion 
Society for this invaluable opportunity and experience.

Antwan will be escorting Debutante Jada Roberts today.
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Escort 
Son of Ms. Nadine Lewis and Mr. Geoffrey Ngare

Amari Wahome Ngare is the son of Ms. Nadine Lewis and Mr. Geoffrey Ngare. He attends 
Detroit Edison and has done so for six years. Beginning his journey for a steady seat on the 
honor roll, in his 10th grade year. His GPA has steadily grown, with haste from the beginning of 
his freshman year to his senior year. Upholding a GPA of 3.5 - 4.5 and for the last 3 years. 

Amari values consistent health in every aspect, maintaining a calm lifestyle, and staying true 
to his beliefs. Whether that be in school, at a place of work and or anywhere else in the 
world. Amari loves boxing and will be entering college to pursue his dream of being a physical 
therapist. 

Amari trains day in and day out for the sport of boxing, and with such determination even 
when he’s tired or doesn’t want to get up. Amari’s mental strength to go out into this world 
and do what he has to, pushes him further so that nothing stops him. Amari has also been a 
part of many organizations throughout high school year, but the most moral and personal 
sculpting organizations for him has been Teen Hype and Jack & Jill, Motor City Chapter. 

Amari gives his thanks to his parents and everyone else in his life that has been there for him in 
his times of need, whether that means supporting him or just being there when he needs a little 
guidance. He also gives thanks to his debutante Nadia Kreft and her family along with TCSDEF 
for this opportunity to attend the debutante ball. 

Amari will be escorting Debutante Nadia Kreft today.

Escort 
Son of Mr. and Mrs. Damon and Julia Patton

Damon Patton II is the eldest son of Julia and Damon Patton, currently a senior at Detroit 
Country Day School in Beverly Hills, MI. Damon has maintained Magna Cum Laude academic 
standing since 9th grade. He has been recognized as a scholar-athlete, contributing to the 
varsity track and football teams for the past three years. Additionally, Damon is an active 
member of the North Oakland/Macomb Chapter of Jack and Jill of America, Inc., where he 
has served as the Service Chair, Foundation Chair, and Recording Secretary. He also holds the 
position of Co-President in the Black Student Alliance and actively participates in community 
service and technology/science clubs.

Damon is dedicated to academic excellence and possesses a keen interest in computer 
programming and engineering. From an early age, he embarked on the journey of learning 
and excelling in programming languages such as JavaScript, Java, C, and Python. Beyond his 
academic pursuits, Damon is committed to giving back to his community through volunteering 
with organizations such as Meals on Wheels, Forgotten Harvest, and Boys and Girls Club, and 
coordinating donations at Lighthouse Pontiac and Herrington Elementary.

In his leisure time, Damon enjoys spending quality time with family and friends. He is an avid 
fitness enthusiast, having participated in three 5k races alongside his mom. Damon envisions 
pursuing a degree in Computer Engineering.  He has a goal of developing programming for 
youth, aiming to engage them with a math and science curriculum from an early age. He 
attributes his passion for engineering and football to his father and expresses gratitude to his 
mother for instilling a commitment to extracurricular activities and academic excellence.

Damon extends heartfelt thanks to his family for their unwavering support throughout his life. 
He expresses appreciation to TCSDEF and the Thomas family for the opportunity to escort 
Debutante Mackenzie on this significant occasion. 

Damon will be escorting Debutante Mackenzie Thomas today.
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Escort 
Son of Mr. Corey Darnell Pittman, Sr. and 

Mrs. Kineta Pittman

Corey Darnell Pittman II, a Junior at West Bloomfield High School in West Bloomfield, Michigan 
is the son of Corey D. Pittman Sr. and Kineta Pittman. 

Corey, affectionately known as “Chops” , is a scholar-athlete. He has help lead the varsity 
basketball team to back to back division titles, which was the first time in the school history, all 
with maintaining honor roll status. He is also a member of the North Oakland/Macomb chapter 
of Jack and Jill of America, where he has served as the Teen Service/Fundraising Chair and 
Business Retreat Chair. Corey is also a leader in his community with volunteering at charities 
and schools in his local community.  

Corey is grateful for his entire family’s unwavering support and their unconditional love. He 
would like to give a special thank you to his older sister, Makayla for her continuous support of 
his passions and always being his biggest fan. 

Corey is undecided on which college he will attend next year, but he plans to study Sports 
Marketing and Advertisement, while playing sports at a collegiate level. 

Corey will be escorting Debutante Nyaela Hakim today.

Escort 
Son of Mr. and Mrs. Jose and Deadra Rahaman

Jasir Supain Rahaman is a senior at the University of Detroit Jesuit High School and the son 
of Jose and Deadra Rahaman. He is a dedicated and passionate student, a top athlete in 
football and track at U of D, and a competitive swimmer at Detroit Golf Club. Jasir belongs to 
several community-based and extracurricular programs, such as the Midnight Golf Program, 
Kappa League, Black Awareness Society for Education (BASE), and the Wayne County Youth 
Council. 

Jasir also volunteers once a week at Most Holy Trinity through U of D’s senior service initiative, 
has taught swimming through Detroit Swims, and is a lifeguard at Red Run Golf Club. He has 
developed leadership skills by motivating and setting an example for others to follow.

Jasir has accepted a full athletic scholarship to attend college and plans to major in Business 
Management and Entrepreneurship. Jasir’s favorite quote “I’m going to use all my tools, my 
God-given ability, and make the best life I can with it.” - LeBron James

Jasir would like to thank his parents, sister and family for their continued support and, his best 
friend, Debutante Rielly Rudolph and her family for the opportunity to participate in such a long-
standing tradition in the Black community, The Cotillion Society of Detroit’s annual Debutante 
Ball of 2024.

Jasir will be escorting Debutante Rielly Rudolph today.
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Escort 
Son of Mr. and Mrs. Marquis and Krysty Sagnia

Marquis Kaden Sagnia, II is the son of Krysty and Marquis Sagnia of Canton, Michigan.  He 
is a senior at the University of Detroit Jesuit High School where he has been active in various 
activities and clubs including captain of the varsity football team, member of Mock Trial team, 
member of the track team and Black Awareness Society for Education. In Summer 2022, 
Marquis completed a certificate of completion of the Spanish Language & Culture course at 
Ave Academy Language Institute in Alicante, Spain. In Fall 2023, Marquis was named to the All 
Detroit Football Team by the Detroit Free Press as well as Lineman of the year as a Defensive 
End.

Community service has been an integral part of his life.   From a young boy he has frequently 
served and supported events sponsored by Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Incorporated, where 
his father serves as a district officer.  In addition to service, Marquis enjoys traveling, gaming, 
hanging out with friends and family.  

Marquis is considering playing football at the collegiate level while deciding between various 
HBCUs and Division 1 schools, where he plans to major in Environmental Science with a minor 
in Journalism.

Marquis would like to extend a special thanks to his mother and father for their unconditional 
love and support.  Additionally, a very special shout out to his family and village includes 
grandmother, aunts, uncles, and host of cousins and friends.  Marquis extends heartfelt 
appreciation to Debutante Sydney Jones and Dr. Cortney and Alicia Jones for the opportunity 
to be an escort and participate in this auspicious occasion.  Thank you to the Detroit Cotillion 
Society of Detroit Educational Foundation for all the guidance and support during this journey.  
The experience has been invaluable.

Marquis will be escorting Debutante Sydney Jones today.

Zachary Rogers, the son of Taqueece Myers and the late Charles Rogers, and twin brother of 
Debutante Zoey Rogers, is a senior at Birmingham Groves High School. As a talented student-
athlete, Zachary has been a dedicated member of both the football and track teams. His early 
and consistent dedication to football yielded impressive results; by the end of his sophomore 
year, he had received 11 Division 1 college football scholarship offers, a number that continued 
to increase up until his brief pause.

Beyond his athletic endeavors, Zachary enjoys playing basketball, hanging out with friends, 
and relaxing at Walnut Lake. His enthusiasm for sports goes beyond playing, as he is also an 
avid fan, frequently attending a variety of sporting events. He also works with the Rising Stars 
Football training program, handling the scoreboard and time clock. Committed to his personal 
health, he maintains a regular workout routine.

Zachary also dedicates time to community service. His community involvement extends to 
reading to students at Beverly Elementary, making hammocks for charitable causes,
and preparing meals for the homeless. 

Academically, Zachary has already committed to playing football at the University of Toledo 
starting in fall 2024, where he intends to major in Computer Science. His aspiration to become 
a Data Scientist aligns well with his keen interest in technology. His skills in technology were 
further honed when he participated in Journi’s tech program, focusing on front-end web 
development and creating a mobile-responsive website.

Zachary would like to thank God for His blessings and guidance throughout his journey. He also 
wishes to express his gratitude to his mother and twin sister for their constant and unwavering 
love, support, and encouragement, as well as to his grandparents, aunts, uncles, paternal 
siblings, and cousins. Additionally, he extends thanks to Debutante Amoni Higginbotham and 
her parents for the opportunity to participate in the 2024 Debutante Ball. He is equally grateful 
to his friends, mentors, coaches, and trainers for their invaluable contributions to his life.

Zachary will be escorting Debutante Amoni Higginbotham today.

Escort 
Son of Ms. Taqueece Myers and the late Mr. Charles Rogers
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Escort 
Son of Ms. Lauren Sanders and Mr. Barry Sanders

Noah Sanders is the youngest son of Lauren and Barry Sanders. He is currently an 11th grader 
with a 3.7 GPA at the Birmingham Groves High School.

Noah is an aviation and exotic car enthusiast with a passion for all things in the area of car 
engine mechanics and performance and aesthetic automotive upgrades. Noah also has a 
passion for football and track. 

Noah’s rigorous athletic training and academic achievement has resulted in multiple college 
football scholarship offers, and requests for campus and team visits during his junior year.  He 
is invited to run the 4 x100 relay in the 2023 Junior Olympics in Des Moines, Iowa, and is looking 
to qualify and return in 2024. Noah holds the sophomore record for the 100 meter dash at 
Birmingham Groves High School. Noah’s hobbies include massive Lego creations and flying 
around the world using the Microsoft flight simulator. Noah has attended Triumph Church and 
has provided one on one assistance to special needs students during his school’s annual 
football game Victory Night.  

Noah’s college plans are undecided but he has his sights set on a D1 school with a top tier 
athletics program and an acclaimed business school.  His career goals are still developing but 
currently his interests are in marketing and advertising with plans to develop a robust sports 
agency with his 3 brothers.  

Noah would like to send special thanks to Dr. Renita Clark and Debutante Ava Prempeh’s 
Family for the vision that created the opportunity for him to be with you tonight and finally, 
thanks to his family for all their love, guidance, support and for his fancy car for which he plans 
to pay his family back. 

Noah will be escorting Debutante Ava Prempeh today.

Escort 
Son of Mr. and Mrs. Devin and Sharnita Scott

Escort Christian Scott, is the son of Mr. Devin and Sharnita Scott of Farmington Hills, Michigan.  
Christian is a junior at North Farmington High School with a GPA of 3.75.  Christian is a member 
of the National Honor Society, DAPCEP, and Unity 381. Christian is a karate blackbelt, scholar 
athlete and on the varsity football and track teams. He is in Jack and Jill, Oakland County 
Chapter and Leaders of Tomorrow Mentoring Program. In his spare time, Christian enjoys travel, 
video editing, graphic design, cooking, playing video games and watching movies.

When Christian graduates, he plans to attend HBCU and major in software engineering and 
design innovative video games. 

Christian will be escorting Debutante Madison Williams today.
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Escort 
Son of Mr. and Mrs. Lamar and Tanisha Twymon

Joshua Lamar Twymon is the only child of Lamar and Tanisha Twymon. He is a senior at University 
High School Academy, where he excels academically with a 4.00 GPA, and has maintained 
being on honor roll since freshman year.

Outside of Joshua’s academic excellence, he is currently employed at Panera Bread. Joshua 
has a very strong work ethic and loves his job because he feels that it is building him into a 
responsible and respectful young man. 

Joshua also plays basketball along with working. Joshua’s passion for basketball started at the 
age of 7. He has played Varsity basketball since sophomore year, and went on to play for The 
Barney McCosky League. He has received numerous awards for his good sportsmanship and 
being an outstanding leader. 

Joshua is a member of Greater Middle Missionary Baptist Church in Detroit. He is very involved 
in his church, and every Thursday Joshua volunteers to help service those in need. 

In the Fall, Joshua will attend Grand Valley State University so that he can eventually become 
a physical therapist to help others. 

Joshua would like to thank The Cotillion Society of Detroit Educational Foundation and the Hill 
family for the experience and the opportunity to participate in the 2024 debutante ball. 

Joshua will be escorting Debutante Bradleigh Hill today.

Escort 
Son of Ms. Latasha Hughes and Mr. Tywand Scott

Introducing Escort Dylan Scott he is the son of Tywand Scott and Latasha Hughes. Dylan is 
a junior at Warren Cousino High School, he is an outstanding student in his class. Outside of 
school Dylan focuses mainly on working because one of his favorite things is making money. 
When Dylan graduates high school he would like to attend Grand Valley college. He would 
like to major in Finance and minor in Business, so he can achieve his career goals as a Real 
Estate agent. Dylan would like to give a special thanks to God because of all the things he has
done for him.

Dylan will be escorting Debutante Jasmine Pearson today.
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Escort 
Son of Dr. and Mrs. Frank and Karen Vesprini

Bennett Ontario Vesprini, the eldest son of Dr. Frank and 
Karen Vesprini. Bennett  received homeschooling until 
the eighth grade, at which point he transitioned to the  
University of Detroit Academy. Currently, he is a junior 
at the University of Detroit High  School. In the realm of 

sports, Bennett excels as a second-year letter Varsity wrestler,  clinching the 1st place title in the 150 lb 
category at the 2023 Detroit City Wrestling  Championships. He aspires to continue his wrestling journey 
into his senior year and,  ideally, at the collegiate level. 

Beyond the wrestling mat, Bennett is a multi-talented musician. A proficient upright bass  player in the 
U of D Orchestra and Jazz Band, he holds Varsity letters for his  contributions. For the last two summers 
he was invited and received a scholarship for  the J.C. Heard Jazz Week@Wayne workshop intensive 
in partnership with the Detroit  Jazz Festival. Bennett has showcased his musical talents at renowned 
venues such as  Aretha’s Jazz Cafe in the Music Hall, Cadieux Cafe, Cliff Bells, and the prestigious  
Baker’s Keyboard Lounge. His musical journey began at the age of 3 with the violin, and  he has since 
mastered various instruments including piano, classical and electric  guitars, and electric bass. Along 
with his siblings, he is a member of the A Cappella  group “The Whole Notes,” performing across Metro 
Detroit and Southeastern Michigan. 

In the world of acting, Bennett has left his mark with roles in local and regional  commercials. Notably, 
he is listed on IMDB for his portrayal of the character Tocho in the  Cinemax show Banshee. Onstage, 
he’s contributed to productions such as “The  Summer King” at the Michigan Opera Theatre and 
played the character Boy in the Barn  in the Opera House production of the American Classic, “The 
Grapes of Wrath.” 

As an entrepreneur, Bennett is the proud owner of Bennett’s Lawn Cutting Service,  catering to clients 
in St Clair Shores, Harper Woods, and the Grosse Pointes. Last year  alone, he dedicated over 50 hours 
of community service through his business by  providing complimentary services to the elderly and 
physically impaired. 

After high school, Bennett intends to major in Business and Finance with an interest in  trading, 
cryptocurrency and real estate. He will be applying to several universities, with  a leaning towards 
attending John Carroll University in University Heights, OH.  

Bennett enjoys hanging out with friends, playing scrabble and investing.  

Bennett expresses deep gratitude to his parents for their unwavering support and  guidance, shaping 
him into the person he aspires to be both mentally and physically. He  also extends appreciation to the 
TCSDEF and Dr. Renita Clark for the incredible  opportunity.

Bennett will be escorting Debutante Ellison Redwine today.

Escort 
Son of Mr. and Mrs. Terry and Candice Washington

Escort Nicholas Washington is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Terry and Candice Washington. He is a 
junior at North Farmington High School where he plays football for their varsity team and will 
be running track for North Farmington in the spring. Nicholas has over 5 years of experience 
playing both the tenor and alto saxophones and has participated in numerous concerts as 
part of the North Farmington Concert and Jazz bands.

Nicholas is a member of the Southfield Chapter of Kappa League. He volunteers with Brilliant 
Detroit where he engages with elementary school students as a mentor. As part of the 
North Farmington varsity football program, Nicholas regularly spends time doing community 
involvement activities such as packing and sending out boxes of food and toiletries to shelters, 
food banks, families and individuals in need. He has performed similar activities with Forgotten 
Harvest and Gleaners Food Bank. Annually, he attends the Money Matters 4 Youth Literacy 
summer camp and plans to give back to the organization by becoming a counselor for the 
camp after high school.

The Money Matters organization sparked Nicholas’ interest in owning his own business. He 
plans to pursue a degree in Entrepreneurship or Business Management. He is still undecided 
about which college he will attend; however, he is researching HBCUs with comprehensive 
Leadership programs.

In his free time, Nicholas regularly works out and stays ready for the football season. He enjoys 
spending time with his family and friends. He is also very creative and expresses his artistic spirit 
with interior design activities.

Nicholas would like to give a special thanks to both of his parents for always supporting and 
motivating him. He would like to thank his little sister, Amber, for always being there as his best 
friend. He would also like to thank Debutante Chelsea Durfield and the Durfield family for 
allowing him to participate in this event as well as the The Cotillion Society of Detroit Educational 
Foundation for giving him this opportunity.

Nicholas will be escorting Debutante Chelsea Durfield today.
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Love Letters
to our 
dau g h t e rs

D E BU TA N T E

Janae Broadnax

Dear Janae,
From the moment you were born you were my miracle baby. When I was finally able to hold 
your tiny frame in just the palms of my hand, I was overwhelmed with love for you. You only 
weighed 1 pound and 5 ounce, I knew I had to protect you, the most important person in my 
life.

I watched your tiny body overcome so many obstacles. Your bravery has given me hope, 
made me stronger and as your mother I am so grateful for you. With your kind smile you fill my 
heart with pride and joy. You are my best friend and I hope to continue to be someone you 
can always depend on. Someone you can always trust in. 

As you grow older you continue to amaze me. You’re stronger, braver and smarter than I 
could have hoped for in a child. I am so proud of the young lady you’ve turned out to be. So 
continue to grow, continue to lean on me and take this world by storm. 

As your mom, I am truly blessed you are my daughter. I could not have asked for more. So 
Never settle for less than what you want in this life and know I would do whatever/anything in 
my power to ensure that you succeed.

My wish is to help guide you to live a life you won’t have many regrets in. For you to live a life 
you can give your all to without fail. And if a time comes when you do fall down, or you feel 
lost, I want you to remember that whatever happens in life I will always be by your side. 

I love you unconditionally with all of my heart.

- Love Mom
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D E BU TA N T E

Mirissa Brown

Dear Mirissa,
I wish you could see yourself through my eyes and only then would you truly know how much 
I adore you. And so that you could see how truly amazing, smart , beautiful, intelligent and 
breathtaking really you are.

I am so proud of the young woman you are becoming. You can literally do anything you set 
your mind to.

Thank you for choosing me to be your mother and for granting me the special gift of raising 
you. Coming into my life you instantly showed me what unconditional love feels like.

I love you so much,
Your mom Tyra 

Jeremiah 29:11-13 “’For I know the plans I have for you,’ declares the LORD, ‘plans to prosper 
you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. Then you will call on me and 
come and pray to me, and I will listen to you. You will seek me and find me when you seek me 

with all your heart.’"

With all our love and blessings, 
Your Parents

Sophia Baker

Dear Sophia,
Words cannot express how much we thank God for allowing us to be your parents.  When 
we chose your name, we chose a name whose meaning we wanted you to embody. So we 
named you, Sophia which means wisdom.  So every time we call your name, we know that 
God is pouring wisdom into your being. Your middle name was given to you for two reasons.  
First you were named after your Grandy, Brenda Gail, and more importantly, for what you 
gave us the minute we laid eyes on you and that was joy. For Gail means, gives joy.  We 
believe that as you continue to grow and mature, you will fully embrace the wisdom that has 
been imparted to you and we know you will continue to give joy to those who know and love 
you.

As a mentor to little children, we have watched you blossom into a compassionate and loving 
leader. We call you the “child whisperer,” because all the children love you. Children have a 
sixth sense when it comes to those who care about them and they immediately sensed that 
in you.

Our lives have been enriched by having you as a daughter. As your mother, you have made 
me assess and challenge myself to be a better mother and communicator. I could not imagine 
my life without you and I will always have your back.  As your Dad, you taught me how to love 
out loud, something I never experienced before having a daughter.

Love Always and Unconditionally,  
Mom and Dad

D E BU TA N T E
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D E BU TA N T E

Haleigh Cameron

Dear Haleigh, 

You are the joy of our life. We raised you to be the incredible young lady you are today. It was also you 
who Inspired us to be greater parents. We have loved you since the first time we saw you and thank you for 
representing your family legacy with style and grace. There has not been one day when we have not sent 
up thanks to God for having you in our life. You were always a determined young girl with a relentless spirit to 
push through or navigate around any obstacle placed in front of you. Your focus on academics began with 
a strong parental push that would create its own, lasting momentum because of your competitive spirit. 
Even from your early days of jumping in the swimming pool to want to swim as fast as your big brothers, you 
were determined not to let others believe they were smarter than you and resolved to put in the work to 
match the results of your highest performing peers. You have a heart big enough to accomplish your hopes 
and dreams and want the same for everyone around you. 

You are beautiful, talented, strong, and have incredible influence as a leader to your peers. Your humbleness 
is captivating, and you have approached life with confidence. Now that you have chosen your path, take 
all of your exceptional qualities and continue to change the world. You have made us proud, not only with 
your excellent academic skills but also with your extraordinary abilities to move at your own beat. You have 
enchanted us with your lovely energy and won the hearts of those around you. Your maternal grandmother 
Nannie encouraged all to chart their own path and not be constricted by small ideas, and you have done 
just that. You have approached life with an excellent spirit, and the world is your cheerleader.

No matter how far you go, know that you have a family that loves and cares for you. We are excited that 
you will soon start a new phase of your life as you enter adulthood. Proud that you embody the grace and 
compassion of Grandpa Papa and with the wit, tenacity, and determination that is truly your own. I know 
you will live by the tenants what we all hold true: "Unbowed, Unbent and Unbroken or more importantly 
Joshua 24:15, "But as for me and my House, we will serve the Lord."

You are the best version of a daughter that any parent could wish for. We will do our best to support your 
aspirations, lighten your burden when it is prudent to do so, and catch you on the occasions you don't know 
you are falling. No matter how far you go, know that you have a family that loves and cares for you.

Eternal Love, Mom (Janissa) and Dad (Andrew)

D E BU TA N T E

Elaine Cleague

Dear Elaine,
I so vividly remember waiting for you to make your way into this world.  When you finally arrived, 
I could only stare at you in amazement.  You were a carbon copy of your father, with your eyes 
being the only notable resemblance to me.  You were the loveliest being that I had ever seen, 
and you came here with your eyes wide open!  From that day forward, it was glaringly obvious 
that you were intelligent, observant and strong-willed.  

As the years progressed, I came to realize that you are the perfect blend of your father and 
me.  You are inquisitive, empathetic, nurturing, funny, and creative.  Most importantly, you are 
caring and kind.  You are beautiful, both inside and out.  

It has been a considerable pleasure to love you, nurture you, teach you, and watch you grow.  
Your father and I are extremely proud of you.  So is your brother, for whom you have been a 
fierce protector and great role model.

My prayer is that you will continue to flourish and that you realize all your dreams.  As you embark 
upon this world, please know that the road of life has twists and turns.  Do not be discouraged.  
Instead, be confident that your virtuosity and resilience will enable you to successfully navigate 
the challenges that you face as you ascend to womanhood.   

On your journey, remember to always keep your eyes open and never allow anyone to change 
you from the intelligent, beautiful, caring person that you are.  

Love Forever,  
Mom
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D E BU TA N T E

Joi Coleman

Dear Joi,
To our beloved daughter Joi, we waited a long time for you. Scripture says weeping may  
endure for a night…but joy comes in the morning. That is truly our testimony. We endured pain 
for that night 18 years ago and you baby, came into our life, that morning. We affectionately 
call you our “Joi Joi” because it reflects who you are to both of us.

We are extremely honored that God blessed us with you. Your birth was an answer to  many 
prayers and we praise God for you! We are amazed at your growth. When we look at what 
God is doing in you, we are thankful He allowed us to be your parents, it's truly an honor.

We are so very proud of the young lady that you are becoming. We boundlessly love you. 
Though it may not seem like it at times, we even respect your  voice as we understand that 
you dance to the beat of your own drum. Never lose your  drum beat and continue to dance 
your dance.

Know that you are strong, smart and beautiful inside and out. As your  parents we are committed 
to supporting and helping you fulfill and reach your full potential and goals.

Your drive and determination has no bounds and with God’s grace and mercy you will forever 
find joy. Never stop being unapologetically you. Remember, you are perfect just the way you 
are and meant to be because you were born a leader. Know there are no limits to be and do 
whatever you desire. You will navigate well through life's opportunities and challenges.

Know that we are so very proud of you, remember to always DO ALL, TRY ALL, BE ALL that you 
can be for prosperity, success, wealth, health, joy and peace in harmony, quickly and with 
ease.

Love,
Mom and Dad                       

D E BU TA N T E

Chelsea Durfield

Dear Chelsea,
We will never forget the day you were born. There was a snowstorm in April just one day after 
celebrating Easter Sunday. We considered naming you “Stormy” because of the weather and intent 
that you would take the world by storm! However, we chose the name “Chelsea” because of its 
association with qualities such as elegance, sophistication, strong femininity, and a beacon of style. 
These are all characteristics that describe you perfectly.

We are very proud of you and all your accomplishments. Everything you do is with excellence.  It is 
because you are destined for excellence! You are a hard worker, a major busy bee, and a natural 
born leader. We hope you have enjoyed your debutante journey. Looking back on this experience 
years from now, we aspire that you reflect on the quality time spent gaining new experiences with 
your sister debutantes, the car rides to dance practice and learning new dances with Nick and dad. 
We hope you will smile thinking about the visits with mom for dress alterations, working on ads, and 
planning your busy calendar.    

Your debutante journey is your introduction to society. Embrace the moment and take it out into the 
world with you as you achieve your life’s goals. We celebrate you with this short poem of your name.

C is for the CHARMING one we love
H is for HEAVEN who sent us an angel from above
E is for ENCHANTING us with everything you do
L is for your LOVE and LAUGHTER too
S is for your beautiful SMILE, a SPECIAL, SPLENDID SIGHT
E is for EXQUISITE, an EXUBERANT delight
A is for AMAZING, a girl with great APPEAL
Chelsea, we love you as you’re so wonderful, so radiant, and oh so real.

Love you,  
Mom and Dad
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D E BU TA N T E

Nyaela Hakim

Dear Nyaela,
When I look at you, I see strength, resilience, and bravery. I could not be more proud of who you are. I 
admire how you allow spirit and faith to guide your life rather than rely on what you see. I am humbled and 
honored that God chose me to be your mother.

You have always been a scholar, constantly immersed in environments surrounded by books and political, 
philosophical, and scholarly discussions. I will forever cherish our days spent in bookstores and coffee shops, 
trips to the MSU Children’s Gardens, family yoga and meditation, singing and dancing to Earth, Wind and 
Fire’s song, “September,” discussions about religion and spirituality, and just spending time together as a 
family. Your dad and I tried to instill in you at a very young age the importance of focusing on what nurtures 
and sustains you and having gratitude for the simple everyday things that are often overlooked. I pray you 
take those memories and experiences with you as you navigate the world. They will continue to shape how 
you view the world and live.

You have developed into an amazing, mature, and kind young woman who is comfortable in your skin 
while being your true, authentic self. While your smile lights up a room, people are drawn to your energy 
because YOU ARE LOVE. You set an excellent example for your little brother, and his love for you shows in 
how he beams with pride whenever you accomplish a goal. You have been a blessing to us, and I know 
you will be a blessing to others.

Your determination and ambition have created incredible opportunities to accomplish whatever you 
choose. Dream big, live boldly, and set the bar high for yourself. I will always be your biggest cheerleader, 
here to guide and support you in discovering your life’s paths.

I would be remiss to write this without honoring your dad's influence because who you are today and will 
become is not from my work alone but also from your dad’s love and influence. Remember that daddy is 
always with you. Always honor him. 

As you begin to experience life more fully, I hope you always know that Mommy did her best to prepare you 
for everything life brings. Thank you for being my most valuable teacher and the best versions of me and 
your dad. Untamed… A force… My bravebird.

I Love You,  Mommy

D E BU TA N T E

Amoni Higginbotham

Dear Amoni,
It seems like yesterday when you were placed in our arms at the hospital. I can only think at 
the very young age of eighteen the very same age you are now having a kid of my own was 
a lot more than I could ever imagine but when I looked into your eyes something inside of me 
connected to you and my heart felt at ease. It’s like looking at you gave me comfort and joy 
at the same time and from the day you were born I knew that everything would be alright. 
Ms. Amoni you have always been talented and full of life, your dad and I has cherished every 
moment and many more to come with you. You’re the only little girl I know that has played 
basketball and did cheerleading in the same year. You are truly something special and we are 
glad to have you as a daughter. 

Amoni B, if you only knew the sacrifices we made to get here where we are today, from our 
pretty little baby into a beautiful smart ambitious young lady. We may not carry you in our arms 
anymore, but we will always carry you in our hearts, even when you’re gone far away off into 
college. Your future is so bright. You are a leader, you are very smart, and talented, with those 
three things alone I know you will make it very far in life. You are very head strong and can 
achieve anything you put your mind to. Your parents are entrepreneurs and with you having 
your own successful business at this young age is really a dream come true. As you get older 
life will throw challenges at you, but we know you will be fine. We hope you believe in yourself 
as much as we believe in you. 

Amoni Brooke Higginbotham we love you, we cherish you, you are the better half of both of 
us and we will always have your back and continue to push you, love you and support you in 
any way that we can! 

Love,
 Mom and Dad
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D E BU TA N T E

Bradleigh Hill

Dear Bradleigh,
As I sit down to pen these words, my heart is full of pride and joy knowing that today marks 
such a significant day in your life. As we celebrate your Cotillion, I want you to know how 
immensely proud I am of the incredible young lady you are. 

I still remember the moment you came into this world: quiet, but determined. From the very 
beginning you have filled our lives with boundless love and laughter. Watching you blossom 
into the remarkable person you are today, I stand in awe, knowing that even as amazing as 
you are already, you’re just getting started. You haven’t reached your full potential yet, but 
when you do, the world better watch out! 

Tonight, as you are introduced into polite society amidst the splendor of the cotillion, I want 
to congratulate you from the depths of my heart. May your presence illuminate every room 
you enter, and your gracefulness on the dance floor be a reflection of the beauty of your soul. 
May this evening be filled with unforgettable memories, laughter and joy, and may you dance 
through life with the same gracefulness and determination that has always defined you. Never 
forget that you are deeply loved and cherished. Congratulations! 

With all my love, 
Mommy

D E BU TA N T E

Dear Zharia,
How we wish that you could see yourself through our eyes.  Only that could help to convey how much 
we truly adore you.  We thank God for choosing us to guide you through life's journey, for granting us 
the precious privilege of nurturing you. From the moment you entered our world, you illuminated it with 
the essence of unconditional love. Being your parents is a seamless joy, each day enriched by your 
presence.

There's no manual for parenthood, and we often contemplate our role in shaping your life. Understand 
that every word and action stems from our love and concern for you. While we are here to impart 
wisdom, you, too, teach us invaluable lessons. They say parents teach children about life, yet I've 
discovered that children illuminate life's true essence for parents. Zharia you have taught and helped 
us to learn so much, even about ourselves.

Among our life's accomplishments, nothing rivals the pride felt in being your parents. Your compassion, 
your purity of heart, your insight, and your radiant joy—these qualities resonate beyond mere 
appearance. Your infectious energy and laughter remind us to savor each moment, to heal any past 
wounds. Your birth marked the beginning of our own transformations, a shift in perspective towards a 
life of openness, understanding, and love.

Know that our love for you is unconditional and free from judgment. We embrace every facet of your 
being, and our pride in you knows no bounds. You can always confide in us, knowing we will offer 
support and love unconditionally. As your parents, our aim is to equip you with the tools to navigate 
life's challenges. Keep your heart open, for goodness surrounds you. In moments of doubt, find solace 
in God’s stillness, trust your instincts, and prioritize self-love.

Since the day you were born, your inner radiance has shone brightly. Never let anyone extinguish 
that light. Surround yourself with positivity and believe unwaveringly in yourself. We will forever be 
your champion, cheering you on through every triumph and trial. Though our life's story will one day 
conclude, we are grateful that you'll forever remain one of its most beautiful chapters.

Love eternal,
 Mommy & Daddy

Zharia Hunter
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D E BU TA N T E

Jordyn Jenkins

Dear Jordyn,
As you newly transition into womanhood, I want to remind you to always put God first. 
Philippians 4:13 says,‘I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.’ He will 
always be your rock and your salvation. He will never desert you nor forsaken you.

Secondly, remember to never settle. Never allow anyone to convince you that you’re not 
worthy. Remain yourself, who you truly are- an  incredibly intelligent, talented, kind, beautiful,  
young lady, and how capable you are of doing anything you set your mind to. Chase after 
your dreams and expect nothing but the best because you are worth every bit of it. "The only 
thing we have to fear is fear itself." 

I pray you never feel alone because no matter how near or far apart we are…I am always 
right there in your heart. Just believe in yourself and remember you only fail when you stop 
trying. Stay brave and bold. Be the light, voice, and advocate for good in this world. The world 
is better for having you in it. 

I hope I’ve been good example to you. You have been my greatest achievement,  the most 
beautiful chapter in the story of my life. I love you more than you’ll ever know, my amazing 
daughter. You’ve showed me what unconditional love feels like.

I love you to the moon and back,
Mom

D E BU TA N T E

Sydney Jones

Dear Sydney,
I used to whisper to your father, “I want a little girl.” God heard my prayers and blessed me 
with his best little angel in heaven…Sydney Rina Jones! Sydney, you brought this family so 
much joy…so much love…and very fond memories.  You are a remarkable young woman.  
Your smile, contagious laughter, quip, and depth of social consciousness are amazing.   We 
have seen you transition from sweet little girl with a raspy voice, to a kindhearted young Black 
Queen. You’ve blossomed into a beautiful butterfly.  Now… spread your beautiful wings and 
soar into the world of adulthood and become the best at whatever you decide to do.  Chase 
your dreams, stay true to yourself, and never be afraid to take risks every now and then.  
Remember, you are strong and resilient, and your family will always be by your side.  We are 
so very proud of you. 

We love you always and forever,  
Your proud parents Dr. Cortney and Alicia Jones
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D E BU TA N T E

Nadia Kreft

Dear Nadia,
On October 25, 2006, you made me a mom, and I am ever so grateful for you and to you.  I am thankful to God 
for entrusting me to raise you.  Nadia you came into this world claiming your space, but I knew you needed some 
company.  3 years later, you were a big sister.  Now you 2 are “thick as thieves”, keep that relationship tight as 
you continue to grow.   I am so very proud of all you have accomplished. You are a beautiful, smart, opinionated 
young lady.  You always say, “You are not me”, and you are right. You are better than me and I admire your 
discipline and stick-to-it-ness.  You have taught me so many things, you have taught me how to trust God even 
the more.  You belong to God first then me.   As I had you christened you when you were a baby, your life is 
dedicated to Christ. Remember you are his child, and you belong to him. 

I know I must drive you crazy at times, but please always know that I am coming from a good place. I will always 
do my absolute best for you and want nothing more than for you to have a healthy, happy, and fulfilling life. 

Life won’t always be perfect or fair, but it is beautiful, and you should live it to the fullest and know that what God 
has for you, is for you, and you alone.  Doors will open, walk through them. I pray for God’s favor over your life.

Always remember that you won’t have to ever do life alone. Remember that your voice matters. Remember 
that it is healthy to let go of what doesn’t serve you. Remember no matter what, Mommy’s love for you will never 
waver. When I lost my mom, I didn’t know how was going to continue… But she taught me how to be a great 
mom, wife, and woman.  I will strive to continue to pour into you the way my mom did for me, and one day far far 
away when you have to do life without me. Along with God, I will be there to guide you forever. You came from 
me, and you are forever a part of me.

I know that it is inevitable that life will deliver trials and tribulations. Remember, you cannot know love, without 
having experienced a broken heart; you cannot know the value of life, without having experienced loss, and you 
cannot know the value of success, without having experienced failure. My prayer is that you remain focused on 
Christ and no matter how many times life knocks you down, you rise.

As you enter this next chapter, please be prayerful, but also enjoy, take some risks, and continue to learn. Take 
advantage of the opportunities that are offered to you.  You are prepared and you can do all things through 
Christ who strengthens you! Don’t doubt yourself, just walk into your destiny knowing that you are supported and 
loved, and we have your back NO MATTER WHAT… 

Love you unconditionally,  Mom

D E BU TA N T E

Desirai Mitchell

Dear Desirai,
We write this letter with extreme gratitude and love. It seems like yesterday you arrived in 
this world ready to take on any challenges that came your way. It was something about 
that strong solo cry, that showed your self determination. It was clear that you were destined 
for greatness. Your initial task was to be a great big sister to your twin. You guided her and 
oftentimes communicated for her during that first year of life. You were always diligent in your 
level of protection. As your parents, we feel amazed by both your selfless loving character and 
your continuous determination to be the best at anything you set your mind to. We will miss 
hearing countless teachers speak of your brilliance and your desire to help others. 

We pray that you continue to put God first in all that you do. Keeping God first will strengthen 
your faith and confidence and will allow you to continue your path to your life’s purpose. We 
believe your intellect and talents will help change the world for the better. We are excited for 
your journey. You are a Shining Star as affirmed in your middle name, Starr. Continue to let your 
light shine in all that you do. We will be watching and praying for you as you continue to grow. 
We will always have you and uplift you in all your endeavors.

Matthew 5:16 : “In the same way let your light shine before others,that they may see your good 
deeds and glorify your Father in heaven”.

Love Always,
Mom & Dad (Darsan & Regina Mitchell)
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D E BU TA N T E

Raiven Mitchell

Dear Raiven,
We write this letter with extreme gratitude and love. It seems like yesterday you arrived in this 
world. You were a breached baby, you challenged us on your first day as you entered the world. 
It was something about your strong will to do things your way with your own grace,determination 
and self control. It was clear that you were destined for greatness. Your initial task was to be 
an awesome little sister to your twin. Your sister was always serious. You encouraged your sister 
to be creative and daring. You built your own confidence ,while building some of hers. As your 
parents, we feel amazed by both your leadership and determination. We will miss hearing 
countless teachers speak of your passion and determination. 

We pray that you continue to put God first in all that you do. Keeping God first will strengthen 
your faith and confidence and will allow you to continue your path to your life’s purpose. We 
believe your intellect and talents will help change the world for the better. We are excited for 
your journey. The Sky is the limit as affirmed in your middle name, Skye. Continue to look to the 
sky in the heavens and understand that you have purpose .We will be watching and praying 
for you as you continue to grow. We will always have you and uplift you in all your endeavors.

Psalm 19:1: “The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of Gods hands”

Love Always,
Mom & Dad (Darsan & Regina Mitchell)

D E BU TA N T E

Arielle Newsome
Dear Arielle,
From the start, you stole our families heart! As the first child, grandchild and God-child of many, you 
continue to amaze us with your beauty, maturity, sophistication, deep respect and care for elders, and 
the resilience that you bring to life. Congratulations on completing your Debutante journey, and we 
hope the lessons in etiquette, in life and the relationships you’ve cultivated will serve you well! We have 
no doubt that you will continue to rise to what lies ahead of you - as you take on the next challenges 
of a prestigious academic career, playing sports at the collegiate level, and navigating life in a new 
city, with new people far away from home. We know that God has got your back and that YOU have 
been designed for your unique destiny.  

Continue to be the amazing, admirable, astonishing Arielle! Thank you for being a loving and supportive 
big sister to JJ, who will certainly miss nights of “Nintendo Switch, Singing Monsters and bread making.  
We love you just the way you are! We have no doubt that you will embrace the Latin phrase, Meliora – 
and be ‘ever better’ as you continue to lead a life of consequence and serve others through your acts 
of service and future practice in the medical field!

A Poem for Ari
We will always remember your little afro puffs, and ponytails draping down your back.

Your sneaky little smile while posing for the camera- 
confidence is something you never lacked!

Even when a little doubt clouded your thoughts, 
and challenges arose, you never backed away;

The energy and determination you’ve cultivated along your life’s journey, 
keeps you from day to day.

As soon as your sister came in the world, she became your best friend;
You prioritized keeping family close, treasuring & cultivating deep bonds that will never end.

And now we see the product of these 17 years and God’s grace before our eyes;
Knowing we will treasure all those memories, as you continue to rise.

Daughter, continue to overcome the hills and challenges that life will surely bring;
With the strength of your ancestors, faith and the support of your family,

We have no doubt you will tackle any little thing!

Love Forever,
Mom & Dad
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Dear Jasmine,
As you go out into the world always remember to keep God first in your life. When looking at 
you we're so amazed at the young woman you are becoming. To know you is to love you 
because you have a beautiful soul like your mother but you not for the bull like your dad and
that's what we love about you. It eases our mind to know we have raised you right and you 
will flourish in this world. As you enter this new chapter in your life stay true to yourself and don't 
deviate from your path that God has placed you on. Having a daughter is an emotional roller
coaster but we're glad God blessed us to be your parents.

Love , 
Mom and Dad

D E BU TA N T E

Jasmine Pearson
D E BU TA N T E

Ava Prempeh

Dear Ava,
As we write this letter to you, our hearts are overjoyed. Today marks a magnificent milestone in 
your life, and we marvel at the incredible person you have become. You have given us sixteen 
years of wonder, laughter and love.

As you are formally introduced to society as a debutante this evening, we want you to 
know just how cherished you are. We have observed your commitment to the Debutante 
Club activities and requirements. You have demonstrated a tremendous work ethic, ability 
to be introspective, and remain faithful to your highest priorities. Thank you for the kindness, 
intelligence, and strength of character you display that make us incredibly proud to call you 
our daughter.

Tonight, as you dance in your “princess dress,” we want you to know that you have our 
unconditional love and support in your every endeavor. Watching you grow into the beautiful 
young lady presented tonight has been a privilege and a blessing. We have always been 
profoundly aware that you are a divine gift entrusted to us to guide through an inspired life 
for His purpose. We see you achieving and walking confidently toward His greatness. You’ve 
faced challenges with grace, embraced opportunities with enthusiasm, and approached 
each day with a fervor that fills our hearts with pride. Whether you’re celebrating triumphs or 
navigating the pitfalls of life, we will always be here to offer guidance, encouragement, and a 
safe space. We will forever be at your side, supporting, cheering, and motivating.

May this evening be filled with laughter, joy, and unforgettable memories that you’ll cherish 
for a lifetime. Embrace every moment, dance like nobody’s watching, and let your light shine 
brightly for all to see.
  

With all our love,  
Mom & Dad

135 136



D E BU TA N T E

Ellison Redwine

  
                                                                                                          We are so proud of you as you make your 
debut this spring at the 2024 Debutante Cotillion with The Cotillion Society of Detroit Educational Foundation. 

Ellie, it is undeniable that you are the greatest joy and love of our lives. Since the day you were born you have 
been the star of the show, and it is absolutely unimaginable what our lives would have been like without you 
to guide our steps in parenting. You were the first, and you have made each day in our lives to be a day filled 
with purpose and for this we are grateful for the gift you have given us. It is generally the case that children 
look to their parents for life lessons, but in your sixteen years on this earth you have taught us so many valuable 
lessons. We look at you – a person who believes in hope and seeks to serve humanity effortlessly; a person 
who works so diligently at the most difficult situations and perseveres; a young lady who protects her space for 
balance and personal wellness, and an adventurer who enjoys a joie de vivre as an example of how others 
should live. 

Ellie, you are unique and a child of God. You are an exceptional gift and spirit. We recently shared a story 
with you about how the world is unkind at times to exceptional people because you do not fit the mold of 
the status quo. YOU are brilliant and creative, YOU are stunningly gorgeous, YOU sing like and hold the heart 
of an angel, YOU have a deep compassion for living creatures, and YOU are creative, clever and a lover of 
the arts, music, nature. 

We know this moment is one that has not been easy for you, and that you even questioned its importance. 
Yet, you have handled every moment with grace and perseverance just like when you fell in the park in 
Brooklyn and skinned your knee. In your years, we have always watched you dust yourself off and get back up 
to play the game. We know that you will face difficulties in life, but watching you navigate through so many 
challenges makes us proud that you have the wherewithal to figure it all out and exert an independence that 
becoming a young woman requires. 

A year from now you will go off to university to study, and put those talents and skills you have honed to good 
use. We know you will find your tribe and you will also find your ikigai. We know you will continue to place 
stamps in your passport to travel abroad to places where you will have an adventure and an opportunity to 
see and serve the world. We would hope for and want nothing less for you. As our beautiful daughter you 
bring light and inspiration to us and practically every good-hearted soul you meet.

Ellie, you were put on this earth for a purpose and you will make your mark and we will watch in awe of how 
you will inspire the masses. It is always important that you remember that no matter what, you will have us as 
your parents cheering for you with unyielding love.

Love Forever,  Mom

Dear Ellison,

D E BU TA N T E

Jada Roberts

Dear Jada,
As your parents, we have watched you grow into an extraordinary young woman, and today, as you step 
into the esteemed tradition of the Detroit debutante ball, our hearts are filled with immeasurable pride and 
love. 

Your journey at Farmington Hills Mercy High School speaks volumes of your dedication and character. With 
a stellar academic record and a cumulative GPA of 3.86, you have proven that perseverance and hard 
work are the cornerstones of success. Your role as a Mercy Link Leader, welcoming and guiding first-year 
students, shows your natural ability to lead and nurture. 

Your accomplishments as the Captain of the Mercy Varsity Pompom team, securing a 3rd Place State win in 
2023, and recognized as a Scholar Athlete are testaments to your tenacity and talent. Your engagement in 
the Co-E4e Club, the Black Awareness Society of Education, and Health Occupations Students of America 
illustrates your commitment to both personal growth and community service. 

Beyond school, your involvement with the Mid-American All-Star State Pompom Team, AKATeens of Detroit, 
and the Helping Hand Tutoring Group at St. Valentine in Redford, MI, reflects your  dedication to extending 
your impact. Your compassionate work with the Love for Your Elders  and at Motor City Steam, creating lab 
kits for underprivileged students, speaks volumes about your kind and giving spirit. 

Jada, your strengths as a leader, a hard worker, and a person of great tenacity, combined with your 
personable and friendly nature, make you a beacon of hope and inspiration. Your  adventurous spirit, love 
for reading, and the joy you find in spending  me with family and friends enrich the lives of those around 
you. 

As you step forward into this new chapter of your life, know that your dreams of a4ending the University 
of Michigan, majoring in Biology on the Pre-Med track, and aspiring to be a  Cardiothoracic Surgeon are 
within your reach. Your journey thus far is just the beginning of a  remarkable story that you will continue to 
write. 

We love you more than words can express, and we are here to support you every step of the way. May this 
debutante ball be a memorable milestone in your life's journey, a celebration of your accomplishments, 
and a beautiful prelude to all the wonderful chapters yet to come. Jada, we are beyond proud of the 
young lady you have become. 

We love you to the moon and back! -Mom and Dad
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D E BU TA N T E

Megan Roberts

Dear Megan,
Dear Megan, where do I start, I simply love you. I birthed a baby who was very quiet and a 
fast learner. I watched you grow and become the young woman you are today inspite of 
life occurrences. I walked you into school at 2.5 yrs old, I admired how you let go of my hand 
and walk over to meet with the other children. I wasn't ready to let go of your hand, I was the 
one to cry. You and your brother and sister taught me something about strength. You excelled 
in class and was voted best dressed. Your style was all your own even st that young of age. I 
remember your love for bright colors and how you made me smile when you were dressed. I 
understood Eben then the greatness in you and the beauty. You were and still are a natural 
cook, you loved trying to cook even at that young of age. You are a natural athlete...I cheered 
you on then and I won't stop cheering for you. Let's talk about intelligence( My goodness ) 
need I say more. Your preparing for the world as an adult and I couldn't be prouder. Truth is 
you have always been older than your age( smile). I love your heart my sweet baby girl( the 
last of the 3). I can't wait to see what you will contribute to the world more than now. Meggie 
congratulations on being a Debutante. I have to let go of your hand again...I'm ready this 
time.

Love, Mom

Megan, I knew how blessed I was as soon as you were born. You had the smile of an angel 
and would flash it to anyone that spoke to you. To see you grow into the young lady before 
me is amazing. You have zero fears meaning you'll try anything at least once, from cheer to 
volleyball. Then we go to your grades 4.1 during your senior year is incredible especially with 
your busy schedule. I  know we bump heads a lot, but know this I Love You with All of My Heart.

Love, Dad

D E BU TA N T E

Zoey Rogers

Dear Zoey,
Zoey, I just love you so much! From the very first moment you entered this world, you have made 
parenthood not just a role, but an experience that I truly enjoy. Raising you (and your brother) 
has been the best part of my life. You are amazing, and I cherish every moment we spend 
together. You are EVERYTHING – not just to me, but in all that you represent and embody. The 
beauty within you, and the strength and grace that you carry, are testaments to the wonderful, 
kind-hearted, and resilient person you are.

Your ability to juggle many roles while maintaining a good academic standing has always been 
impressive. You balance life's many facets with such grace. While some may say that you're a 
mini-me, I believe you are so much more. Your uniquely beautiful qualities make you distinctly 
yourself. To know you is to love you. As my firstborn, leading the way by three minutes, you hold 
a special place in my heart, and you are indeed my favorite daughter.

I am proud of you for simply being you, and equally proud of your achievements and the 
person you're becoming. As you continue your journey, remember Proverbs 31:25-30. It speaks 
to the virtue of a strong, dignified, and wise woman, admired not just for her abilities but for her 
character and reverence for God. It’s a beautiful reminder that what truly matters is who you 
are on the inside — your wisdom, your kindness, your ability to make a positive impact on those 
around you. These are qualities that I see growing in you every day. I pray for bountiful blessings 
upon you.

As you continue to grow and explore the wonders of life, keep God first in your life, for His 
guidance and love are unfailing. And remember to always...always...stay true to yourself and 
pursue what brings you joy, for in happiness lies life's greatest fulfillment. I’ll ALWAYS be here for 
you.  

Thank you for being such an amazing daughter! I love you.
Love, Mom
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D E BU TA N T E

Rielly Rudolph
              

As we pen this letter, our hearts swell   
          with an abundance of love and pride for the incredible person   
     you are becoming. Words cannot convey the true sentiments felt within our 
hearts. You are truly God’s gift to us.  For years before you were born, we prayed to our Lord to give us a heavenly 
gift - a child.  And then our prayers were answered God sent you. 
 
Each day, we witness the blossoming of your inner and outer beauty of your spirit, and it fills us with joy and 
gratitude. From the moment you entered our life, you brought a light that has only continued to shine brighter 
with time. Your laughter is a melody that resonates through our home, a source of warmth that wraps around our 
soul. Through your eyes, we see a reflection of dreams and possibilities, and it inspires us to be better persons and 
parents.
 
As you navigate the delicate and sometimes uncharted waters that is life and becoming a young adult, we 
want you to know that you are not alone. Life can be challenging, full of twists and turns, but remember that 
your strength lies within you. Embrace the journey, for it is in the perseverance and meeting challenges that we 
discover our true selves. You are an amazing young lady whose superpowers are ordained by God, protected 
by his armor of salvation, and defended by the swords of the Spirit. Your quiet strength, determination, resilience, 
and ability to rise to the occasion and excel never ceases to amaze us. We have no doubt that you will conquer 
any obstacle that comes your way.
 
From the time you entered pre-school till now we’ve watched you cultivate friendships with kindness and sincerity. 
You have a natural gift that draws people to you and your ability to empathize and connect with others is a 
testament to the compassionate soul you are. Cherish these bonds, for true friendships is essential and the pillars 
that supports us through the highs and lows of life.
 
Continue to cultivate your love for learning and expressions of your creativity through your artist aesthetic. Your 
dedication to advancing your education will be a powerful tool, and your commitment to learning speaks 
volumes about your noble character. Continue to explore the vast world of knowledge, for it is a journey that 
never truly ends. Let curiosity be your guide, and don't be afraid to question, to wonder, to seek understanding, 
and fail too. 

In your journey of knowledge, never forget the importance of compassion. Ephesians 4:32 tells us “Be kind and 
compassionate to one another, forgive each other, just as in Christ God has forgiven you.”

Rielly, you are a unique, fabulous, smart, funny, kind-hearted, soft-spoken young Black woman whose contributions 
to the rich tapestry of life are already being sewn together.

In moments of doubt, always remember that you are loved unconditionally. Your worth is not defined by 
achievements or setbacks; it is inherent in the person you are. Embrace your journey with an open heart, and 
know that we are here, cheering you on every step of the way.  With all our love,

Mom and Dad

Dear Rielly, 

D E BU TA N T E

Aniah Russaw

Dear Aniah,
You have been a blessing since the day you were born! God has shown favor upon your life 
and blessed you with a wonderful village. You are loved and adored by many. If you only knew 
how proud we are of you! You have given us joys way beyond our deserving. To watch you 
grow and mature gives us so much confidence that you will become a woman who will have 
a meaningful  life. Keep dreaming and achieving your goals. We pray that God continues to 
carry you all the days of your life. Aniah, we love you immensely special girl!  

With Love,
Daddy & Mommy  
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D E BU TA N T E

Savannah Shivers
                                 To take a moment to write this letter,  
               our  hearts are simply filled with an overwhelming sense of love and pride.   
                 You are, without a doubt, an incredible young lady who has pushed through 
adversity while finding your place in the world. You are a quiet, patient, loving, helpful and smart force to be 
reckoned with, making you truly an extraordinary individual.

As a middle sibling of four, you have always been helpful and kind. Never really causing too much fuss and just 
enjoying your place in a large family. Even as a toddler you were extremely helpful when your baby brother was 
born, and that is when your natural nurturing personality began to emerge. This part of your personality is one of 
your most endearing qualities. Please don’t ever lose your caring and helpful spirit.

When asked to find a word to describe you, the word “overcomer” came to mind. We have watched you 
overcome some tough challenges and STILL manage to be a high- achieving student who donates her talents 
and gifts to others. You are level-headed and your inner strength has helped you navigate and concur some 
difficult situations with poise and grace. You need to know that we are extremely proud of the young women you 
have become. The way you carry and handle yourself is admirable by all that know and love you!

You are honest and can be trusted by your parents to help around the house, do your chores, keep up with 
your studies, help your brother and follow curfew (as well as other household rules). These things are important 
because it shows you have great character and have grown into a responsible and accountable young lady.

While we know you have an amazing life ahead of you, we are a great family of faith. Your life must be rooted 
and grounded in God. Grow closer and closer to God so that you can live a life that is pleasing to Him. He will 
never leave you or forsake you. Remember, “To Whom Much is Given, Much is Required” (Luke 12:48). You have 
been blessed with a rich childhood, continue to pay it forward and make this world a better place through your 
love, faith, and trust in God.

With great pride we watch you balance family, friends, school, work, and other commitments. We KNOW you 
have all that you need to continue your journey through college and through life. Never forget, as your parents, 
we will be right beside you and provide all the support, guidance and love you need to be anything your heart 
desires. No matter where life takes you, you can count on your family!

Savannah, it will be all worth it—all the hard work and tired days. Keep pushing young lady. There is a world out 
there waiting for you (love you Toot)!

With all our love, Mom, Dad and Alicia

Dear Savannah,

D E BU TA N T E

Kaden Smith

Dear Kaden,
As we sit down to write this letter to you, our hearts are brimming with an immeasurable sense of pride 
and love. Kaden, you are the embodiment of everything we as parents could ever hope for in a child.
From the moment you came into our lives, you've brought nothing but joy and light. Your character 
and intelligence shine through in everything you do, illuminating our lives with your brilliance. But what 
truly sets you apart, is your compassionate and loving nature. You have a unique ability to understand 
and empathize with others, a gift that makes you not just a remarkable daughter but a wonderful 
human being.

Watching you grow and develop into a confident and thoughtful individual has been one of the 
greatest pleasures of our lives. Your confidence is not just in yourself, but in your beliefs, values and 
dreams, inspires us every day. Your thoughtfulness, creativity, and the way you consider others' feelings 
and needs, speaks volumes about the kind of person you are and continue to become.

One of the things we admire most is your ability to make friends wherever you go. Your infectious smile 
and warm heart draw people to you, and it's no surprise that you are loved and cherished by so many. 
You have this incredible talent for making everyone around you feel special and important, a rare 
quality that makes you a true treasure.

Your dedication to your studies is nothing short of outstanding. You've shown time and again that you 
are committed to your education, and your hard work and determination never cease to amaze us. 
We are so proud of your academic achievements and the way you balance your responsibilities with 
grace and poise.

And let's not forget your passion for dance. For 13 years, you've danced your way into the hearts of 
everyone who has watched you perform. Your dedication to this art form is evident in every move you 
make, and it's a joy to see you express yourself through dance. Your performances are a reflection of 
your hard work, discipline, and the love you have for dancing. 

Kaden, we want you to know that we are incredibly proud to be your parents. You have enriched our 
lives in more ways than we can count, and we are grateful for every moment we've shared with you. 
Continue to shine, to dream, and to be the wonderful person you are. We love you immensely.

With all our love and admiration,
Mommy and Daddy
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D E BU TA N T E

Kayden Smith

Dear Kayden,
From the moment we first held you in our arms, we knew you were a precious gift bestowed upon 
us. Each day since has been a journey, watching you grow and blossom into the remarkable 
woman you are becoming. Seeing who you are today fills our hearts with immeasurable pride 
and love.

Your qualities shine brightly for all to see, heart and spirit. Your compassion, dedication, and 
relentless pursuit of excellence in all you do are truly inspiring. Your work ethic is nothing short of 
outstanding, demonstrating a commitment and perseverance many strive for but few achieve.

We have watched in awe as you have given your time and heart to volunteer, extending 
kindness and care to those around you. You possess a profound ability to connect with and 
uplift others, a trait that speaks volumes of your character. This selflessness, this desire to make a 
difference in the lives of others, is what truly sets you apart.

Believe us when we say God truly blessed us when He chose us to be your parents. Every day 
with you is a testament to His grace; we are eternally grateful. It has been an honor and a 
privilege to guide, support, and walk alongside you on this journey.

As you continue on your path, remember that you are destined for greatness. Your faith, your 
courage, and your unwavering spirit are the compass that will guide you through life's challenges 
and triumphs. You are on your way to becoming a successful, God-fearing woman, and we do 
not doubt that you will achieve everything you set your heart on.

This is just the beginning, Kayden. A beautiful, exciting, and fulfilling life lies ahead of you. As your 
parents, we promise always to be here for you, to cheer you on, to support you, and to love you 
unconditionally.

With all our love and blessings,
Your Parents

D E BU TA N T E

Mackenzie Thomas

Dear Mackenzie,
For 17 years we have poured love into you each and every day.  Take a minute to read our love story to you.  We 
wanted to be your parents’ way before you arrived.  Finally, after a long journey God answered our prayers.   The 
moment we heard your little heartbeat, we were instantly in love with you and our heart was filled with joy and 
happiness.  The day we went to the doctor to get an ultrasound to determine if we were having a boy or girl, you 
were very uncooperative!  Mommy had to eat M&Ms to get you excited.  And finally, the chocolate gave you 
the energy needed to move all around and the doctor told us we were having a GIRL!!   We instantly began to 
love you.  And then on a sunny Wednesday evening you came into this world, and it was love at first sight.

Mackenzie, we love you more than words can express.  Watching you grow the last seventeen years has been 
the best years of our lives.  

Mackenzie, as your mother, you are truly my mini me.  It’s more than a mother and daughter just looking alike.  
You have my compassion, confidence, wisdom, independence, courage, integrity, tenacity, and of course my 
personality (that can be bossy at times).  Like mother and daughter, we are strong, yet walk with grace, we are 
true to our friends, and have a heart of gold.  And for all of that I am so proud to say that I raised you to be the 
thoughtful and wise young lady you are today.  I raised you to run this world that surrounds you.  I raised you to 
be the best version of YOU.  You are the fire, light, and wisdom the world needs.  I am so happy God made me 
your mommy in this journey of life.   YOU are simply AMAZING, and I am so proud of you.  You are beautiful inside 
and out and I love you for that.  I am your BIGGEST cheerleader and never forget that!

Mackenzie, as your father, it is my job to be a devoted and chivalrous admirer.  Some people don’t believe in 
heroes, but they haven't met you, my daughter.  It gives me such pride and happiness to say that I am your father 
because of the great young lady you have become. 

As parents you are the joy of our lives.  As you continue to blossom, keep your faith a priority and always work 
hard.  Life will throw so many things at you, but you are strong.  You can face any challenge that comes your 
way.  When you fall, it’s just a crossroad in life, get up, regroup, and do the right thing.  The candle in you will never 
burn out.  It will shine and shine for years to come. “He brought me up out of the pit of destruction, out of the miry 
clay, and HE set me free upon a rock, making my footsteps firm.” (Psalm 40:2). Mackenzie, believe that the Lord 
will protect you at all accords.

So, as you complete your senior year of high school in the fall and enter young adulthood, our prayer is that you 
continue to surround yourself with positive people, keep your head high, eyes on the prize, dream big and never 
stop believing in yourself.  The sky's the limit for you.  Enjoy this last journey in high school and follow the path God 
has laid ahead for you.  Always remember, “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.” (Philippians 
4:13) 

Love you to Infinity, Mommy and Daddy
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D E BU TA N T E

Autumn Walker

              Congratulations for completing 
this enchanted journey of service, scholarship, and social graces. It gives us great joy to see you seizing every 
moment of this joyous opportunity. We write this letter to express our overwhelming pride and love that fills our 
heart when we think of you. You exemplify love, commitment to family values, and the pursuit of excellence in 
every aspect of your life. 

Ever since you were a little girl you have amazed us with your uncanny curiosity towards discovering the world 
around you. Your father would call you a “reverse-engineer" when you took your toys apart to figure out how they 
worked and then rebuilt them. Your imagination and creativity will build your future. Use them well.

Your commitment to our family and your values are what makes you a remarkable young lady. We love that you 
are family oriented and value family traditions. Your dedication to our family is heartwarming. Your warmth and 
compassion create a sense of unity and belonging that is truly special. You have a sisterly spirit that fosters organic 
bonds that will last a lifetime. 

Your dedication to academic excellence is inspiring. Your pursuit of high academic performance showcases your 
determination and thirst for knowledge. We have no doubt that you will achieve greatness in these career fields. 
Your leadership qualities are evident in everything you do. Whether it's taking charge of a project, being a loyal 
friend, making difficult choices and holding yourself accountable, or leading by example and inspiring those 
around you. These are the traits of a true leader. Your advocacy for self and others speaks to your passion and 
desire to help others in need and protect your agency for what is best for you. You stand up for  what is right, and 
your voice serves as a beacon of hope in a world that often needs advocates for change.

As your mother, remember to live for joy and never give up! You come from strength and resilience. You possess 
the power to reinvent yourself whenever you want to. As your father, remember to always let your light shine 
and never be small for anyone. When your light shines, you show others how to do the same. Be your own 
shade of brilliance every day! Together, we want you to remember to be a good Christian, live with integrity, 
and don’t compromise your standards for temporary gains. We thank God for allowing us to be your parents! 
Always remember that you are capable of achieving anything you set your mind to. We are endlessly proud of 
the person you are becoming, and we can't wait to see all the incredible things you will accomplish in the future. 

With boundless love in our hearts, we love you Autumn Rose!
Mom & Dad

Dear Autumn,

D E BU TA N T E

Madison Williams

Dear Madison,
Words can’t express the love and joy your presence brings into our lives, but we will try. It has 
been remarkable watching you grow from a brainy little girl to a poised young woman. A 
parent wishes that their child is a better reflection of themselves and you are. You’re good in 
every sense of the world; to people, in academia and in life. You care not only for yourself, 
but you care for your community, your friends and family. You have passion and drive all while 
remaining human.

Nothing prepares parents for how fast these years would go by. We pray that we have filled 
you with every ounce of love, confidence & hope that you need to see the gift GOD gave us 
in you.

With All The Love,
Mom and Dad
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 It has been a pleasure watching you grow into such beautiful young women! 
Wishing you a wonderful cotillion and future success in all your endeavors!

Love, 

Crystal R. Gardner-Martin, MD

 


   Congratulations Aniah and Chelsea!



Congratulations to Zharia Hunter,
Madison Williams and Nyaela Hakim!

“The future belongs to those who prepare for it today.”
Malcolm X

Show the world that you are well prepared!
So proud of you!

Crystal R Martin , MD

Congratulations to
Debutante Elaine Cleague 

and 
Escort KeithAnthony Morales!

It has been a 
long journey 
and you have 
worked hard.  

There is so 
much more 

ahead of you!

Both of you are 
extremeley 
intelligent, 

talented and 
committed!

Many blessings to you both 
as you enter the next 
phases of your lives.  

Love,
Your Parents 





Wishing you an
amazing Cotillion!

Congratulations
Haleigh and Caleb! 

Dr. Glenn Gardner and Sharon Cameron - Gardner



 

Congratulations Jada and Bradleigh! 

It has been a pleasure watching you grow into such beautiful and 
strong young ladies! Wishing you continued blessings in all your 
endeavors. Enjoy your cotillion and let your light shine!

Love,

 
Crystal R. Gardner-Martin, MD 



Congratulations 

Debutante Nyaela Hakim  
& 

Escort Corey Pittman II

Best Wishes to you both in your future 
endeavors

The Pittman Family 

A BIG CONGRATULATIONS
RIELLY AND JASIR!

HIGH FIVE!

The future can't look any brighter. Wishing you
both all the best in your endeavors!

Love your parents,
David & Contessa        Jose & Deadra



 

  
Jasir,  

Thank you for saying “yes.” You are a beautiful 
soul, a devoted friend/cousin and protector. We 
are so proud of you and look forward to seeing 
how you make your mark on this world.  

 

Rielly, Contessa and David Rudolph 

Scholar 
Athlete 
Man of 

God 
 

DEAR SON, 
YOU ARE FEARFULLY AND WONDERFULLY MADE, STRONG IN

BODY AND MIND. YOU ARE OUR TREASURE, JOY, AND PRIDE, IN
WHICH WE UPLIFT ALL YOUR HOPES AND DREAMS. AS A BLACK

MAN, YOU WILL WEAR MANY HATS: HUSBAND, FATHER, SON,
BROTHER AND LEADER. YOU WILL BE TEMPTED TO MAKE

YOURSELF SMALL, BUT HOLD YOUR HEAD HIGH, LIFT YOUR
CHEST AND KNOW YOU ARE MORE THAN ENOUGH. YOU WILL

MOVE IN THIS WORLD WITH THE FORCES OF YOUR ANCESTORS
AND YOUR FAMILY.

LOVE ALWAYS, DAD, MOM AND AJEYA

U of D
Jesuit
High

School
Class of
2024

JASIR S.
RAHAMAN



Congratulations!Congratulations!
2023-2024 The Cotillion Society of Detroit 

Educational Foundation Debutantes

Chelsea Durfield

Ellison Redwine

Madison Williams

Zoë “DJ Z-Light” Patterson   |   info@zlightinnovations.com   |   zlightinnovations.com

@zlightt_



Congratulations and Best Wishes!!

Escort Corey Pittman II



Cayden,
Watching you grow up and mature has been so gratifying. As a parent I have 
prayed that my children would be intelligent, kind, caring, humble and successful 
individuals. Cayden, you are all of that and so much more. Your kindness and the 
way you care for others shines through in the way you treat everyone you 
encounter. Your intelligence is demonstrated in your academic achievements in 
the classroom, your capacity to design websites, defend a case in teen court or 
the way you fight for justice in your youth advocacy work. Finally, your humble 
spirit is illuminated through your ability to achieve so many accolades, awards and 
acknowledgments, but still manage to recognize that it is not your own doing, but 
only because of God. From your inception I have always known that you were born 
to be a star! Always remember there’s nothing that you can’t accomplish with God. 
I can’t wait to see you what’s in store for you next.
Love, 
Mom





Congratulations Sophia! We are so proud
of you. You have grown to be a beautiful,
strong, smart, talented, and accomplished
young lady.  

May God continue to bless you in all of
your endeavors.  We will always be here to
support, encourage, and love you as you
are. 

You are truly amazing and loved!

Love,
Dad and Tanya

SOPHIA
BAKER



Dear Goddaughter Sophia- 
I am honored to be your Godmom 

“Aunt”!! So proud of the young woman 
you are and are becoming! 

Congratulations on your 1st Debutante Ball! 

Love you, 
Aunt Lia, Malia & MalloryAunt Lia, Malia & Mallory S ophia 

Family

from your





Congratulations 

Sophia!
from belle isle 
racquetballBest wishes



Sophia Gail BakerSophia Gail BakerSophia Gail Baker   

�� ��

We celebrate Sophia Baker's remarkable milestone as she takes her débutante curtsy and 
we witness grace, elegance, and the beauty of our goddaughter's journey. 

We take pleasure in honoring her debut with added love and joy, on such a magical evening. 

Congratulations Sophia Baker! 

  We Love You,  

 Auntie Kim & Uncle Reggy Eadie

CCoonnggrraattuullaattiioonnss  SSoopphhiiaa,,  
 

MMaayy  yyoouu  sshhiinnee  bbrriigghhttllyy  aanndd  
ccoonnffiiddeennttllyy  aass  yyoouu  ggoo  ffoorrtthh  iinnttoo  tthhiiss    
wwoorrlldd  aass  aa  yyoouunngg  llaaddyy  ffuullll  ooff  ggrraaccee  

aanndd  ddeetteerrmmiinnaattiioonn..    

SSoopphhiiaa  GGaaii ll   BBaakkeerr   

• SSophisticated 

• OOpen Minded 

• PPrecious 

• HHelpful 

• IIdealistic 

• AAthletic 

WWiisshhiinngg  YYoouu  AAllll  tthhee  BBeesstt!!  
    

LLoovvee,,    
GGrraannddmmaa,,  GGrraannddddaadd,,  &&  

AAuunnttiiee  CCrryyssttaall  



Grandy loves you very much. 
Wish you all the best.

Love, 
Brenda Yarbrough

ongratulations 
tar!ittle  Warmest

congratulations
and best wishes,
Ms. Sophia Baker.

May this new
chapter be filled
success and joy!

David & The Hon. Kenyetta Stanford Jones



Sophia Baker

Terry Anderson
Crystal Baker

Russell M. Baker
Tanya Baker

Chandra Baker-Robinson
Belle Isle Racquetball Club

Paul Blake
Alfred Calhoun
Erica Charles
Cyrus Chinoy
Renita Clark

Bradley Cobb
Ardelia Davis

Reginald Eadie
Patricia Fedewa
Victorio Gardner

Vanita Glenn-Adams
Anthony Haralson

Kevin Hood
Darryl Hunter

Kevin D. Jackson
Johnson Legal Team

David Jones
Ericka Jones

Hon. Kenyetta Stafford Jones
James R. Lawrence
Reginald L. Mock

April & Maurice Morton
Todd Perkins

Perkins Law Group
Lee Robinson

Lia Shreve
Angelique Strong-Marks

Marlena E. Taylor
Shannon Nichol Walker

Howie Webb
William & Sheryl Weir

Dr. Pamela E. Werdlow
Alan S. White

Brenda Yarbough



d e b u t a n t e 

Janae Broadnax



Congratulations

Nae! Love, Auntie

Danielle and  Kru

YOU MAKE US PROUD & WE LOVE
YOU ALWAYS!







Mirissa, we are so proud of 
you. Amazing things 
happen to amazing people. 
One more fantastic chapter 
to add to the book of your 
life! Hats off to you 🫡🫡

Love, 
Cynthia Reese & Family!❤

Mirissa, I’m so impressed with 
your achievements my lovely 

granddaughter… 

Xo your Granny Tanya!



To my Niece Mirissa,
Even when I'm not close by, I 
want you to know I love you For 
the little girl that you once were. 
For the amazing woman that you 
are today & for the precious 
niece you will always be. I’m so 
proud of you and I love you 
forever!
Tasha, Ivory and King

Dear Mirissa,

All my love,
Cayden



Mirissa Brown

Tyra Jones



Congratulatins! 

Hale igh Cameron
Y o u  a r e  s t r o n g ,  t a l e n t e d ,  d r i v e n ,  a m b i t i o u s ,  p a s s i o n a t e  a n d  f u l l  o f
p o t e n t i a l .  N e v e r  d o u b t  y o u r s e l f ,  y o u r  a r e  d e s t i n e d  f o r  g r e a t n e s s .

R e m e m b e r  t o  s t a y  t r u e  t o  y o u r s e l f  a n d  k e e p  s t r i v i n g  f o r  e x c e l l e n c e .
T h e  w h o l e  f a m i l y  i s  p r o u d  o f  y o u .

L o v e  M o m  a n d  D a d  
J a n i s s a  a n d  A n d r e w  C a m e r o n



Congrats on your magnificent accomplishments!

M O T O R  C I T Y  J A C K  A N D  J I L L  O F  A M E R I C A ,  I N C .   
T E E N  P R E S I D E N T

 T R E A S U R E R

T H E  C O - E T T E  C L U B  I N C .  
S E C O N D - V I C E  P R E S I D E N T

S O U T H F I E L D  A K A T E E N S
P A R L I A M E N T A R I A N

S E C R E T A R Y

Lit t le  Gir ls  with Dreams 
Become Women with Vis ion!!

Congratulations
Haleigh!

From your Aunts in the 
Sisterhood of…

AAllpphhaa  KKaappppaa  AAllpphhaa
SSoorroorriittyy  IInncc..

DDrr..  SShheerriiddaa  DDuuBBoossee  PPaarrssoonnss
ZZaauunnddrraa  WWiimmbbeerrlleeyy

RReeggiinnaa  NNeellssoonn
DDeenniissee  BBrrooookkss--WWiilllliiaammss

NNiisseettttee  GGrraayy  aanndd
PPii  TTaauu  OOmmeeggaa  SSpprriinngg  22001188



______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Haleigh Cameron 
 
 

Congratulations on this wonderful milestone! 
 

Continue to embrace new experiences with 
curiosity and joy. 

 
 

 
 

We love you and wish you all the best!! 
 

Uncle Toby, Auntie Riki, Griff, Dylan & Riley 

Haleigh

Our Little Sister has grown up! 
We will always be around to protect your
and love you! WE ask that God surrounds
you and protects you with his angels. YOU

are a beautiful sister and our angel!
Love your brothers,

William and Brendan Cameron



Haleigh 
My beautiful granddaughter celebrate this memorable event

and enjoy all your roses that are given to you. You have a bright
future ahead of you. All things are possible  so keep striving for
greatness! I am proud of the young lady you have become. God

Bless.

Love, Grandpa Murelle

It truly takes a village to raise a child. We’re

so proud of the young lady you’ve blossomed

into. You are sweet, kind, compassionate,

loving, and a caring young lady.

Love, Fred and Erica Prime

 Haleigh,



 Surround yourself with

the dreamer and the

doers, the believers and

the thinkers, but most of

all surround yourself

with those who see the

greatness within you,

even when you don’t see

it in yourself.

Edmund Lee

With  Love ,  John  and  Nicole  Smith

Congratulations,
Debutante Haleigh

	 


          Congratulations
     Haleigh Cameron!

“To be yourself in a world that is constantly trying to make you   
something else is the greatest accomplishment.”

-Ralph Waldo Emerson

       So proud of  you!
May God continue to bless you on your life’s journey.

Crystal R. Martin, MD
18302 MIDDLEBELT ROAD
 LIVONIA, MI 48152 
PHONE: +1 (248) 478-1500
 FAX: +1 (248) 478-2798



Congratulations Miss Haleigh
Cameron! We are proud of you! 

Love, 
Cousin Aunt NaNa Dora and the

Porter Family. 



Congratulations
Haleigh!

From your Uncles in 
the Grand Klan of…

KKaappppaa  AAllpphhaa  PPssii
FFrraatteerrnniittyy  IInncc..

KKeevviinn  JJ  HHoooodd
EEmmaannuueell  DDuukkeess

JJoohhnn  SSmmiitthh
FFrreedd  PPrriimmee  IIIIII
MMiillttoonn  TThhoommaass

AAnnttoonniioo  BBaallll



d e b u t a n t e 

Elaine Cleague

Haleigh Cameron

Steven Black
David Bruce

Kirk Bruce
Andrew Cameron
Janissa Cameron 

Lawrence Cameron
Sharon Cameron-Gardner
David & Anjanetta Dorsey

Emmanuel & A’Lynne Dukes
Randall & Debra Ervin

Dr. Glenn Gardner
Crystal Gardner-Martin

Justin Havner
Mrs. Piper Herbert

Christopher Holstein
Kevin Hood

Tanya & Daren Hubbard
Frank Jackson

Venus Kelso
Stephen, Satyra, & Sage Johnson

R. Daryl Lundy
Robert Lundy

Wanda Lundy-Coquilt
Jacqueline Mason

Irene Merritt
Julia Neighbors
Regina Nelson

Ruth Peek
Crystal W. Penn
The Prime Family

Barbara Roberts Mason
Aries Rodgers

Marlo & Justin Roebuck
Gloria Saulsberry

John & Nicole Smith
Anna Strong 

Hon. Craig Strong, (Ret.)
Anna Strong & Joel Ferguson

Mark Strong 
Michael Strong Mason

Leslie C. Strong-Williams
Laurin’ Thomas
Milton Thomas

Verlonda Thompson
Tracey & Koli Wallace

Laura Washington
Stacy Wilson

Zaundra Wimberley



Elaine, you are the best sister ever. You always 
stand up for me and you are the best dancer.  

Love, Marlo

We are so proud of you and all of 
your hard work.  Wherever you go, 

whatever you do, we will be right 
there supporting you.  

Congratulations! We love you. 

Mom and Dad



Elaine, watching you 
grow, learn, and 

explore this world has 
been a true pleasure.  
Congratulations and 

keep excelling!

Love, Uncle Calki

My first and only niece. 
Watching a fearless baby 

become a clever young woman 
has been quite an experience.

Love, Uncle Lawrence

Elaine, you are such a 
talented young lady. Never 

stop exploring. Never be 
afraid to be different and 

keep following your 
dreams!

Love, Auntie Donnie

Who wants to be a 
princess, when you 
can be a scientist?

Love, PAPA

To our lovely Debutante, 
Elaine Victoria

 KENNEDY CARE SERVICES, LLC
CPR/BLS and HEARTSAVER INSTRUCTOR

AMERICAN HEART ASSOCIATION CERTIFIED

ALLOW ME TO MEET YOUR CERTIFICATION 
NEEDS!

• EQUIPPED TO HANDLE ANY SIZE GROUP (INDIVIDUALS, DAYCARE 
STAFF, MEDICAL/DENTAL OFFICE STAFF, CHURCH GROUPS, AND 
MANY MORE)

• WILL TRAVEL TO YOU FOR SERVICE

BOOK YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY!
(313) 477-3661

THETALKATIVENP@GMAIL.COM



To the 2024 TCSDEF Debutantes and Escorts:

Congratulations on achieving a huge 
milestone! Wishing you joy, love and success 

in all of your endeavors! 

Judge Christina V. Kennedy

Of the 36th District Court  
Detroit, Michigan

I love the person you are and 
can't wait to s what the it 

o lie ins you  on't 
oret to enjo the journe

Gra a

Granddaughter Elaine

To an aazin ranauhter  
Stron sart and eautiul  

Reeer that

Gra ie



Congratulations on your Cotillion Elaine!

Your grace, charm, and 
brilliance have truly 

shined throughout this 
memorable journey 

watching you grow up.  

Wishing you all the best 
as you continue to make 

lasting memories and 
impact in your journey 

ahead.  

Here's to the bright future that awaits You!
Love, the Moy Family (Pete, Cemone, Roman, Rylee)

Elaine, it has been an absolute pleasure 
watching you grow up into a wonderful 
young lady!  I am proud of all your 
accomplishments and look forward to 
celebrating you every step of the way.  

You are brilliant, compassionate, creative, 
disciplined and loved!  All the amazing 
qualities you possess will follow you on 
your journey of life, allowing you to 

achieve any goal!

Love Lolita, Jeremiah, and Jacob

Congratulations 
Debutante 

Elaine Cleague!



CO
N
GR

AT
UL
AT
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NS
 TO

 OUR
 LOVELY DEBUTANTE, ELAINE VICTORIA

!

Love Always,
Dad, Mom, Marlo and Ember

Elaine Victoria Cleague

It has been an honor and a pleasure to watch you grow from an 
adorable baby to a lovely young lady.  

Congratulations on all of your achievements.
Love Always, Your Family



d e b u t a n t e 

Joi Coleman

Elaine Cleague

Judge Christina V. Kennedy

Dr. LaDawn Kennedy

Brandi Parker Weatherspoon

Aina Watkins



Joi Coleman
CONGRATULATIONS

DEBUTANTE

Joi, 
Our hearts overflow with a profound sense of pride and love
as we watch you grow into the extraordinary young woman
you've become. The future holds endless possibilities and we
can not wait to be a part of the incredible journey ahead. 
 

With all our love and unwavering support, 

Your Cousins 
(Andrea, Robert, Gwen, Carissa, Jessica,  Boyd, Kaiden)



We are incredibly proud of the beautiful young

woman you've become. Your journey has been

remarkable, and we know you have a bright future

ahead of you. May your path be filled with success

and fulfillment in all your endeavors. Keep shining,

Joi, as your loved ones cheer you on every step of

the way.

 With Love and Pride,
 Aunt Patricia Parks & Uncle Samuel Coleman

C O N G R A T U L A T I O N SC O N G R A T U L A T I O N S
2 0 2 4  D E B U T A N T E2 0 2 4  D E B U T A N T E

J O I  C O L E M A NJ O I  C O L E M A N

Joi, 

TO OUR SPECIAL DEBUTANTETO OUR SPECIAL DEBUTANTE
C/O 2024

Joi Coleman

Mom & Dad
Love, 

Joi, 

I  want you to carry yourself with unwavering excellence,

holding your head high and exuding grace in all that you

do. Always know in your heart that you are a precious and

unique creation. Today, my love, we celebrate you for the

countless accomplishments you’ve achieved. You make us

so proud, and your journey fills our hearts with joy! 



D E B U T A N T E

20 24

Your future is a canvas yet to be painted, and we
eagerly await each brushstroke and color you choose,
knowing that with every step you take, we'll be there,

cheering you on with all the love in our hearts.

Love, 
Papa and Uncle  (Ronald and Duryea Summers)

JOI COLEMAN

You've grown into a breathtakingly beautiful young

woman, and your accomplishments have brought

tears of joy to all those surrounding you. Each

milestone you've achieved has been a testament to

your strength and resilience. Please know that, even

in our absence, we'll be forever present in spirit,

watching over you with a love that transcends the

boundaries of life and death. As you navigate the

winding paths of life, may you feel our comforting

embrace, and may the echoes of our pride and

affection guide you. Our love for you is eternal, just

like the bond we share.

With everlasting love,
Grandmother Shirley A. Summers

Grandfather Boyd W. Jones

Grandmother Josephine Coleman 

Grandfather Joe Samuel Coleman



Joi Coleman

Congratulations on the start of what I know will 
be your season of success in 2023 - 2024. I am immensely
proud of all your achievements and can't wait to see the
joy, happiness, and success that await you in your future
endeavors. Your determination is truly inspiring, and I'm

here to support you every step of the way. Here's to 
your amazing journey ahead!

Love, 
Samon, Daryl, Daryl Jr., Ania and Kyro

Congratulatzions
 Debutante 
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Joi, 
Congratulations on reaching this incredible milestone! 
Your hard work, determination, and radiant spirit have 
carried you through with grace. As you embark on this 
new chapter, may your journey be filled with endless 

possibilities and the joy of pursuing your dreams. 

With All Our Love, 
Aunt Linda Little &

 Aunt Jamara Simpson Sanders







Joi Coleman

Lorna Beard
Sharon Brown

Gail Burton
Ruth Carter

Afford Coleman
Joe & Josephine Coleman

Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. Epsilon Epsilon Chapter Line 20/20
Cynthia French

Joy Harris
LeAnda Hicks
Angela Holt

Dr. Michelle James-Mann
Kendall Johnson
Boyd W. Jones

Keith Jones
Judge Alicia Jones-Coleman

Alethea Lewis
Dr. Monica Lewis

D’Ante Sharp
Thresea Sharp

Bonita Spight-Williams
Adrienne Streeter

Regina Strong
Shirley Summers
Lenore Trammell
Edie T. Valentine

In loving Memory of Rosalind Vinson 
Mickey Weaver

Lisa Williams
Tyra Wright
Joy Young

We extend our warmest congratulations to:

Joi Ann Coleman (our Sands #11 Judge Alicia
Jones-Coleman’s Daughter) and the final 

jewel in our lineage. 

Joi, your journey is just beginning. Though 
you may have surpassed our embrace, but
 your place in our hearts remains eternal.

Remember, true success is found in 
embracing your authentic self and extending 

a helping hand to others. May your path be 
filled with joy and fulfillment. Knowing 

that we stand by you with unwavering support.

With love and pride,
Line 20/20

We extend our warmest congratulations to:

Joi Ann Coleman (our Sands #11 Judge Alicia
Jones-Coleman’s Daughter) and the final 

jewel in our lineage. 

Joi, your journey is just beginning. Though 
you may have surpassed our embrace, but
 your place in our hearts remains eternal.

Remember, true success is found in 
embracing your authentic self and extending 

a helping hand to others. May your path be 
filled with joy and fulfillment. Knowing 

that we stand by you with unwavering support.

With love and pride,
Line 20/20

Delta Sigma Theta Sorority 
Epsilon Epsilon Chapter Line 20/20

Delta Sigma Theta Sorority 
Epsilon Epsilon Chapter Line 20/20

1 Joy Young
2 Kendall Johnson

3 Edie Valentine
4 Lorna Beard

5 Monica Lewis
6 Alethea Lewis

7 Rosalind Vinson
8 Cynthia French

9 Angela Holt
10 Marchellle Weaver

1 Joy Young
2 Kendall Johnson

3 Edie Valentine
4 Lorna Beard

5 Monica Lewis
6 Alethea Lewis

7 Rosalind Vinson
8 Cynthia French

9 Angela Holt
10 Marchellle Weaver

11 Alicia Jones-Coleman
12 Michele Mann

13 Bonita Williams 
14 Regina Strong

15 Adrienne Streeter
16 Gail Burton
17 Tyra Wright
18 Joy Harris

19 Sharon Brown
20 Lisa Williams 

11 Alicia Jones-Coleman
12 Michele Mann

13 Bonita Williams 
14 Regina Strong

15 Adrienne Streeter
16 Gail Burton
17 Tyra Wright
18 Joy Harris

19 Sharon Brown
20 Lisa Williams 



CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR PRINCESS
ON YOUR DEBUTANTE EXPERIENCE!  

LOOKING FORWARD TO YOUR SPECIAL
EVENING OF EXCELLENCE!

d e b u t a n t e 

Chelsea Durfield



ANNA LAVERGNE
CHARISMA TAYLOR

DEBRA DEBOSE
ELAINE EDWARDS
ERICA PERRYMAN

ESTHER RYANS
FELICIA HUNTER

JOANN STEPHENS
KECIA THURMAN

KIMBERLY O. CALLOWAY
KIMBERLY DANTZLER

L. MAXINE JONES
LASHAWN TAYLOR

LISA MAYBERRY RAYMOND
MELANIE STINSON

MICHELLE SHERMAN

YOU’RE A BEAUTIFUL GEM!
LOVE YOUR DELTA AUNTIES!

CC
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MONICA EASTERLING
RITA DANDRIDGE
SHEENA DANIELS
SHERRY HICKS

DR. SHERRY TOWNSEND
DR. SHONDRA MARSHALL

TABEIER HAMILTON
DR. TARA SCOTT
TERRI FAISON
TIA CORBETT

TONIA ARCHIBALD
VENEICE DANIELS
VENUS J. BROWN

VERCHEMA FLOOD
WHITNEY LEWIS

YOLANDA MOORE-MILNER

YOUR DELTA AUNTIES HAVE WATCHEDYOUR DELTA AUNTIES HAVE WATCHED
YOU GROW FROM YOU GROW FROM BIRTHBIRTH TO A TO A  

DELTA ACADEMY SCHOLARDELTA ACADEMY SCHOLAR AND AND
BECOMING A BECOMING A DELTA GEMDELTA GEM!!

NOW YOU SHINE BRIGHT AS ANOW YOU SHINE BRIGHT AS A  
2024 DEBUTANTE!2024 DEBUTANTE!    

CONGRATULATIONS!CONGRATULATIONS!

Delta Academy Delta GEMS

WE ARE SO PROUD OF YOU,
CHELSEA DURFIELD!



WITH ALL THE MAJOR

“TITLES”  YOU HOLD

IN OUR FAMILY,  ON

THE DAY OF YOUR

COTILLION, YOU

SHALL BE CROWNED 

“PRINCESS CHELSEA” !

CONGRATULATIONS!

DURFIELD 
& ST. CLAIR FAMILIES

THE LOVE OF FAMILY
IS LIFE’S 

GREATEST BLESSING!

FAMILY

LOVE

JOY

WE JOIN OUR SISTERS IN CELEBRATING THE
YOUNG LADY YOU HAVE BECOME AND YOUR

DEBUT AS A DEBUTANTE!  WE ARE PROUD!

LOVE, YOUR DELTA AUNTIES AND MENTORS

CASSANDRA PALMERCASSANDRA PALMER
DEBORAH BABERDEBORAH BABER

DONNA BELLDONNA BELL
DORINE MILLERDORINE MILLER

ERNITA JOHNSONERNITA JOHNSON
LISA LOVE-WRIGHTLISA LOVE-WRIGHT
LISA MONTGOMERYLISA MONTGOMERY

C E L E B R A T I N G

LEAH HOLSTONLEAH HOLSTON
LYNN TURNERLYNN TURNER

MARGOT GILLIAMMARGOT GILLIAM
PORTIA LOCKETTPORTIA LOCKETT

RAMONA EDWARDSRAMONA EDWARDS
TEYRA HURTTTEYRA HURTT

TIFFANY JONESTIFFANY JONES
VELVA FLOWERSVELVA FLOWERS



Fitness + Massages =
Healthy Lifestyle

Let's stay fit and stress
free together!

B O O K  A N
A P P O I N T M E N T

Get Fit & RelaxGet Fit & Relax   
is proud to supportis proud to support   

DebutanteDebutante   
Chelsea DurfieldChelsea Durfield !!

21819 W.  9  Mi le  Road

Southf ie ld ,  MI  48075

Lower  leve l  o f  Torch  of  Wisdom Foundat ion  P laza

GIFT CARDS
AVAILABLE!

getfitandrelax@gmail.com  
getfitandrelax.com | 248-904-3132

P E R S O N A L  T R A I N I N G
M A S S A G E  T H E R A P Y

F I T N E S S  C L A S S E S

Mateen  Thre lke ld
Owner,  L icensed  Tra iner  &  Massage  Therap is t

Daryl L Gilliam
248.213.0091

www.thegilliamagency.com



NickNick
Washington,Washington,

EscortEscort
ChelseaChelsea
Durfield,Durfield,
DebutanteDebutante

North Farmington Raiders
Class of 2025
Club House Lane Neighbors
NFHS Student Athletes

Thank you for participating in the 
cotillion experience with our family!



CHELSEA DURFIELD
DEBUTANTEDEBUTANTE

IT’S YOUR SHOWTIME!
FROM YOUR DAD AND UNCLES

FERRIS STATE SHOWTIME
PROUDLY SUPPORT

FERRIS STATE SHOWTIME
PROUDLY SUPPORT

LENIER, ROLLIE, LEONARD,
CLIFF, TYRONE, GLENN, HENRY, & DAD (CLE)

Thank you forThank you forThank you for
allowing us toallowing us toallowing us to
capture yourcapture yourcapture your

special memories!special memories!special memories!



YOUR ROOTS ARE STRONG
AND YOU BELONG LEGACY OF

EXCELLENCE!

ENJOY YOUR DEBUTANTE
EXPERIENCE!

WE LOVE YOU,

YOUR JONES, NOLEN, RANKIN,
AND ST. CLAIR

FAMILY

JNRS FAMILY 
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I-L-L-I-N-I!

C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S  T OC O N G R A T U L A T I O N S  T OC O N G R A T U L A T I O N S  T O

D E B U T A N T E  C H E L S E A  D U R F I E L DD E B U T A N T E  C H E L S E A  D U R F I E L DD E B U T A N T E  C H E L S E A  D U R F I E L D

with love, 
the garner girls

We are proud of you and
your accomplishments!

Mom (Yolanda) and Aunties Janice, Audrey,
Pleshette, Marilyn, and Fontella



Peggy Harrell, Incorporating PresidentPeggy Harrell, Incorporating President
Gwendolyn Powell, 1993-1999Gwendolyn Powell, 1993-1999

Carolyn Parnell Stansbury, 1999-2009Carolyn Parnell Stansbury, 1999-2009
Paulette Boggs, 2009-2014Paulette Boggs, 2009-2014

Yolanda Durfield, 2015-2020Yolanda Durfield, 2015-2020
Beverly Allen, 2020-presentBeverly Allen, 2020-present

The Torch of Wisdom Foundation, Inc.
Past & Present Presidents 

proudly celebrate

Debutante Chelsea DurfieldDebutante Chelsea Durfield
in your debutante journey!

With love, 
Your TOWF Aunties and Mom

CHELSEA
We have been styling you

since you were 7 years old!

Book an
appointment

today!

Congratulations on
your debutante

experience!

19011 W. 10 Mile Rd
Southfield, MI 48075

kreamthesalon@gmail.com
248-569-9300

Opening Hours
Tuesday to Saturday:

7:00AM - 7:00PM
Monday & Sunday:

Closed



NO MATTER WHAT SPORT 
YOU COMPETE IN, 

YOU ALWAYS RISE AS A 
JO IN  NOW CHAMPION

CHELSEA
J.

DURFIELD

C O N T I N U E  Y O U R
C O M P E T I T I V E  S P I R I T !

!
B A S K E T B A L L

G Y M N A S T I C S

V O L L E Y B A L L

Just like the legacy of
your grandmother and
mother, you are an
amazing woman!  
Believe it!

Strive for excellence in
every endeavor and
never let any obstacle
overcome you! Go for it!

C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S
C H E L S E A  

O N  Y O U R  J O U R N E Y  A S
A  D E B U T A N T E !

Celebrate your wins yet  
always challenge
yourself!  Achieve it!

You are destined for greatness!
Best Wishes, Necole Jones

Global Human Resources Executive
Memphis TN

Sharing “personal pearls of wisdom” with you
as you prepare for your next steps of life!



d e b u t a n t e 

Nyaela Hakim

Chelsea Durfield

Yolanda Durfield

Ferris State Showtime

Get Fix and Relax

Daryl Gilliam

Jamestown Dental

Necole Jones

JRNS Family

Kream the Salon

LeCam Memories

Renee Malone

Dorine Miller

Moulden Insurance Agency

Zoe “DJ Z-Light” Patterson

Mateen Threlkeld

Torch of Wisdom Foundation

Nick Washington











d e b u t a n t e 

Amoni Higginbotham

Nyaela Hakim

Tanisha Black

Steven Blout

Brian & Brenda Bruce

Kenya Cooper

Maisha Dang-Owolabi

Alicia Grant

Sonya Hakim

Jennifer Johnson

Lynette Long

Narayan Loose Family

North Oakland-Macomb Chapter of Jack & Jill

The Perkins Family

Corey Pittman

Mary Riley

N’Shan Robinson

GK Suddeth

LaCresha Ware

Davida Williams

Donna Wilson







Amoni Higginbotham

Talecia Chambers

Linda Driscoll

Nicholle Ervin

Shatoya Ervin

Ebony Gamble

Graham’s Printing, Inc.

Artavia Hall

Col. Chauncey Harris

Michele Harris

Michelle McKelvie



d e b u t a n t e 

Bradleigh Hill







Bradleigh Hill

Crystal Gardner-Martin
Michelle Hill



d e b u t a n t e 

Zharia Hunter







RhodaRhodaNikkiaNikkiaTrevaTrevaDeshawnDeshawn





d e b u t a n t e 

Jordyn Jenkins

Zharia Hunter

Kenicia Adams-Strong
Dawn Batts

Meghan Beavers
Renee Biggs
Jenine Bland

Shannon Cannon
Lorinette Clark

Mitzie Clark
Stacey Clark

Candace Cooper
Sheri Crawley

Shavonne Crimes
The Davis Family

Benita Davis-Williams
Robin Dillard-Russaw

Syretta Doss
Natalie Durham

Rita Eaton
Anthony Ewing
Velva Flowers

The Gans Family
Layna Gardner-Lott

Shontrell Griffin
Patrece Hamblin
Carmen Harden

Rae Howard
Nicole Hudleston
Andrea Hunter

Anthony & Stacie Hunter
Quanya Jefferson

Kennedy’s Care Enterprises Inc.
Uchenna Kole-James
The Laverne Family

David Logan
Nikkia Matthews
Kathy Mickens

The Morgan Family
Bernadette & Malcolm Moulton

Darren Nichols
North Oakland/Macomb Chapter of Jack & Jill

Andrea Omojola
Brian Pattison

Nicole Philando
Pretty Brown Girl Foundation

Trina Richardson
Lynsey Rogers
Dr. Alisa Smith
Hattie Smith

Shalesia Smith
Michelle Stoutermire

Marion & Cadice Taylor
Donna Totty

Karra Townsend
Davida Williams
Helena Williams

Richelle E. Williams
Donna Wilson
Stacy Wilson

Angela Wright
Katrina Zachery







 

 

 

 

Celebrating 
Debutante Jordyn Jenkins 
and all the extraordinary 
Debutantes and Escorts. 

Taftlaw.com  

“The future belongs to those who believe 
in the beauty of their dreams.” 

Eleanor Roosevelt 

ffrroomm  

Greater Queen Esther Grand Chapter 
Order  of the Eastern Star 
114 Erskine Street, Detroit, MI 48201 

 
Elaine Hearns, WGM 
James Beaty, WGP 



d e b u t a n t e 

Sydney Jones

Jordyn Jenkins

Bilbo Baggins
Shanae Barney
Stephen Branch

Kimberly Crayton
Brenda Harper

Dana Harris
LaKita Heard
Elaine Hearns

Dr. Renita Barge Clark
Raheim Henry

Law Office of Adrienne C. Watts, PLC
Ursula Lincoln

Bernard & Lorine Parker
Alta Pasha
Erica Pettis

Janice Phillips
Timothy Phillips

Carin Poole
Roshunda Price

Jon Sriro
Warren & Janice Sylvertooth

Taft Law
Deacon Michael Taylor

UAW Local 1264
Adrienne Watts
Omar Williams

Councilman-at-Large Coleman A. Young II







We love you Syd!

Love from your Siblings
Lasts Forever



BOARD CERTIFIED
IN INTERNAL
MEDICINE,
MEDICAL

ONCOLOGY, AND
HEMATOLOGY

CORTNEY V.
JONES

1  Wi l l iams Car ls  Dr .  Commerce Twp,  MI  48382
                      248-937-5077

MD

Sydney Jones
C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S  

Sydney! Your success

shines bright. 

Keep shining brightly

as you conquer new

milestones.



NURSE PRACTITIONER
ALICIA JONES

Dermatology

CALL IN OR
SCHEDULE
ONLINE

ACCEPTING
NEW
PATIENTS

info@cartersnellskin.com313-338-8007



Sydney Jones

AKZ Luxury Transportation
Gerald Batchelor

Kevin Bean
Norlita J. Brown

Christina Bynes-Willis
Aubrey C.

Dr. Reginald & Kim Eadie
Deborah Gholston
Dionne Henderson

Uncle Johnny Hodges
Dr. Hawa A. Hoff
Laura Johnson

Cameron & Michelle Jones
Alicia Jones, FNP

Dr. Cortney V. Jones
Mr. & Mrs. Sherwin B. Jones

Nadiya Jones
Nancy Jones
Nichell Jones
Sydney Jones
Talitha Jones
Angela Morris

Lachelle Oliver
Kia Payne

Danielle Shirley
Davis Snoddy & Family

Tracey & Andre Van
Trina Walker

Madison Williams
Frank & Christine Willis

Lynn Willis-Carr
Sonya Wynn



d e b u t a n t e 

Nadia Kreft





Congratulations 

Teen HYPE celebrates and builds collective power, agency, leadership, and critical skills with Detroit area youth 
ages 12 to 24 to enact positive individual and community change. For 20 years, it has touched the lives of 

thousands of teens and served as their youth champions leveraging our superpower to prevent teen pregnancy, 
substance abuse, HIV and sexually transmitted infections. We see, respect, and uplift young people.

teenhype.org

DEBUTANTES  
& ESCORTS 

OF THE COTILLION  
SOCIETY OF DETROIT

TO THE 2024 







Nadia Kreft

Tiffany Albert
Dr. Alicia Shelby

Tiffany Baker
Alisha Bell

Lisa Bradham
Juanita Brown Ingram

LaTanya Burge
The Burge Family
Lashonda Butler
Shareia Carter

Tory Caudle
Dr. Teneshia Daniels

Nikeiya Davis
Andrace DeYampert

Tyra Evans
Jason Franklin
Kristy Franklin

Adrienne Hinnant Johnson
Shana Holloman

Georgianna Hooker
Sonja Johnson
Shonda Jordan 

Alvin Kreft
Katrina Marion

Reginald Massey
The Massey Family 

Tanisha McNeal
Angela Mendoza

Mona & Mazen Mheish
Cassandra Morris

Angela Osborn & Family
April Page

Rodjett Peterson
Tamika Pirtle-Moore

LaShanda “Nikki” Ransom
Lucy Ransom
Tiffany Raquel
Ambra Redrick
Daniela Riera

Lequana Robinson
Gina Scott

Shana Shana Magnum-Holloman
Jamie Shepard
William Shepard

Stephanie Smiley Williams
Toron Starks
Curtis Steele
Kristi Stepp
Teen Hype

Felicia Thomas
Naomi Truitt
Stacy Wilson

EMPOWERING PEOPLE OF COLOR & WOMEN 
TO INFLUENCE THE TRAJECTORY OF YOUR LINEAGE

APPLICATION & QUESTIONS       www.fifthgenerationleague.org

Black famil ies 
are 5X less l ikely

than white famil ies to
receive a s izable

inheritance

-Bloomberg

Intergenerational
wealth transfers

explain 
26% of the wealth

gap .

-Quantitat ive Analysis

Inherited wealth
plays a pivotal  role in

advancing the
economic launch

point  for  future
generations.
-Bloomberg

Course Fee: Free 
Dates: September and October
Spaces are Limited!

FALL 2024 COHORT 
5 Generations Wealth Transfer: 
Proper Planning for Bigger Futures

A 5-session workshop that educates participants
on using intergenerational wealth and
knowledge transfer as a resource to help close
the wealth, equity and access gaps that persist in
America.
KEY FEATURES:

Live, Online Classes
Topic Expert Speakers

Asset Protection, Insurance, Estate Attorney, Accountant

Actionable, Results-Driven Assignments
High-Level Discussions
Final Project with Prize Winner!

Parents, 
Do you want to directly impact the

lives of your children and your great
great grandchildren? Join our next

cohort to implement simple, yet
effective, strategies!



d e b u t a n t e 

Desirai Mitchell











Desirai Mitchell

Helen Byrd

Kennedy’s Care Enterprises Inc.

Sandra J. McCoy

Robert Poole

Roslyn Reeves

Universal Pediatrics



d e b u t a n t e 

Raiven Mitchell











d e b u t a n t e 

Arielle Newsome

Raiven Mitchell

Gail Cummings

Kayla Holden

Kennedy’s Care Enterprises Inc.

Sandra J. McCoy







Congratulations Arielle 
2024 Debutante 

of 
The Cotillion Society 

of Detroit 
A toast to your achievement  

Continue to Shine! 
 

 
 

We Love You, 
Uncle Amos and Auntie Rhonda 







d e b u t a n t e 

Jasmine Pearson

Arielle Newsome

Shon Berry

The Boise Family

Sandra Brunson

Attorneys Sandra & Harold Bulger

The Cole Family

Paula Comer-White

Carol Fleming

Allan Fortune

Dr. & Mrs. Maurice Henderson

Amos & Rhonda Hewitt

Francina & Roderica James

Pamela James

Deborah Lark

Lydia Little

Jenice Mitchell-Ford

Hughey Newsome

Delores Palmer

Mike Pizzinenti & The Healthquest WB Team

Marla Rucher

Antonio Samuel

Tanya Smith

Brenda Stallings

Georgia Ann Stallings

Lakeisha & Makayla Taylor

Dr. Jalonne L. White-Newsome

Brenette Wilder

Michael Winfrey











Jasmine Pearson

Blanche Harrington

Carla Marable

Mr. & Mrs. Dudley & Mary Pearson

Quennitta Pearson

Ricky Pearson

Andrianne Purifoy



d e b u t a n t e 

Ava Prempeh







	 


   Congratulations to my beautiful 
Ava Prempeh!



   “My mission in life is not merely to survive, but to thrive; and to do so with some passion,  

   some compassion, some humor and some style
  -Maya Angelou

Ava, 
You have a legacy of greatness and strength. I have already seen that you have inherited 

the Ayala traits that will allow you to continue that legacy. May God continue to bless you as you 
soar through this journey of life, Ava.  I will always there to you cheer you on!

Your loving Aunt, 
Crystal R. Gardner-Martin, MD

        CCoonnggrraattuullaattiioonnss    
    DDeebbuuttaannttee  AAvvaa  CChhrriissttiinnaa  PPrreemmppeehh  
  
WWee  aarree  ssoo  pprroouudd  ooff  tthhee  bbeeaauuttiiffuull  ccoonnffiiddeenntt  aanndd  ccoommppaassssiioonnaattee  yyoouunngg  
wwoommaann  yyoouu  hhaavvee  bbeeccoommee..  WWee  wwiisshh  yyoouu  ccoonnttiinnuueedd  ssuucccceessss  iinn  eevveerryytthhiinngg  
yyoouu  ddoo..  YYoouurr  ffuuttuurree  iiss  ssoo  bbrriigghhtt..  
        LLoovvee,,  TThhee  CCllaarrkk  FFaammiillyy    
              ((AAuunntt  MMiirriiaamm,,  UUnnccllee  FFrraannkk,,  AAuunntt  CChhrriissttiinnaa  aanndd  UUnnccllee    DDeeuuccee))  
  

            







d e b u t a n t e 

Ellison Redwine

Ava Prempeh

Ms. Kathryn Ayala

Dr. Christina Clark

Mr. & Mrs. Corey Sheri Crawley

Dr. Crystal Gardner-Martin

Mr. & Mrs. Bryon & Monife Knuth

Leisuretime Travel

Dr. Jabari Prempeh

Mr. & Mrs. Jabari & Gladys Prempeh II

The Prempeh Firm PLLC

Pretty Brown Girl Inc. 

Mr. Jackson Pruitt

Ms. Leticia Sampson



Debutante Ellison
CONGRATULATIONS

Sending love to my beautiful Granddaughter, Ellie on your
Debutante Cotillion. Always remember you are blessed,

and a child of God blessed with many gifts and talents. You
are precious and treasured. Always hold your head high,

and be bold and unafraid. I love you very much! 

With love, 
Your Grandmother Jacqueline Esters

Ellison Mireille Redwine
2 0 2 4  T C S D E F  D E B U T A N T E

W I T H  L O V E ,  
M O M M Y ,  D A D D Y ,  M A R Y  K A T E  A N D  N A T H A N

The light and love you bring to the world is unmatched. You are a true child
of God destined for greatness. You are incredibly intelligent, witty and
bright. You are thoughtful and caring to all living beings. You believe in

kindness, hope and love. Your heart is pure and allows you to give the best
and most heartfelt hugs. As you came into the world you have always been

the person who exemplifies integrity, adventure and bravery. 

We are incredibly proud of you and salute you as a 2024 Debutante with
The Cotillion Society of Detroit Educational Foundation. We are in awe of the

young woman you are becoming. Ellie, go forth and conquer the world! 



CONGRATULATIONS 2024 DEBUTANTE 

ELLISON MIREILLE REDWINE

C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S ,  E L L I E

2 0 2 4  D E B U T A N T E  E L L I S O N  M I R E I L L E  R E D W I N E

 
W i t h  l o v e ,  

K r i s t i n a  A v a n t  M a y s ,  Y o l a n d a  B a t e s ,  C a r l a  J o n e s ,
N i c o l e  L e e ,  S h e l l y  M c L e a n ,  N a o m i  O g l e s b y ,  R o c h e l l e

P r e s t a g e ,  C h e l s e a  V a s s e r .

 A s  y o u r  S p e c i a l  J J O C  A u n t i e s ,  w e  h a v e  w a t c h e d  y o u  g r o w  i n t o  a
b e a u t i f u l  y o u n g  l a d y ,  a n d  w e  c o u l d n ’ t  b e  m o r e  p r o u d  o f  y o u  a t

t h i s  t i m e .  T h e  c o u r a g e ,  t e n a c i t y  a n d  p e r s e v e r a n c e  y o u  h a v e  s h o w n
h a s  b e e n  o u t s t a n d i n g .  W e  l o v e  t h a t  y o u  l i v e  i n  y o u r  a u t h e n t i c i t y ,

a n d  w e  h o n o r  a n d  c e l e b r a t e  y o u  t o d a y !



CONGRATULATIONS
2024 TCSDEF DEBUTANTE

With love,

Ellison

ASHA 12

CONGRATULATIONSCONGRATULATIONS

Congratulations Ellie. 
We’re so proud of you!!

The Saturday Scholar Program Salutes 
TCSDEF Debutante Ellison Redwine

 Class of 2025



C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S
  2 0 2 4  D E B U T A N T E  E L L I S O N

The Vespirini Family 

ELLISON
MIREILLE
REDWINE

Congratulations Debutante

The Upper School at the
Academy of the Sacred
Heart wishes you well on
your 2024 Debutante
Cotillion with the TCSDEF!
This is a GREAT example
of you living Goal 4! 

www.ashmi.org



	 	 	 	 Congratulations Ellison!


    We have watched you blossom into a beautiful young woman.  We are so proud of you            
and all of your accomplishments.  Enjoy your cotillion and continue to shine!

Love, 
Daisha Martin and Dr. Crystal R. Martin, MD

	 	
Black Elite Capital a privately owned real estate investment and development Þrm dedicated identifying and capitalizing 
on unique investment opportunities that yield both substantial Þnancial returns and positive societal impact.
https://blackelitecapital.com/



S i n c e  2 009

W E  L O V E  Y O U  A N D  A R E  S O  P R O U D  O F  Y O U R
A M A Z I N G  A C C O M P L I S H M E N T S !

T H E  A R M S T R O N G S
L O R I ,  M I C H A E L ,  C A L E B  &  C O L E M A N

Ellison RedwineEllison RedwineEllison Redwine

Congratulations
2024 DEBUTANTE

Congratulations to my beautiful sister, 
2024 TCSDEF Debutante Ellison Mireille Redwine! 

With Sisterly Love, 

Mary Kate

“A sister is a gift to the heart, a friend to the
spirit, a golden thread to the meaning of life.”



Ellison Redwine

Lynn Marine Adams
Tonya Allen

Michael & Lori Armstrong
Terri Asbell

Alexa Aviles
Barbara Bates
Monica Battle

Dr. Felix Amoa Bonsu
Vaughn Bryant

Sharlonda Buckman-Davis
Chante Butler
Domita Clark
Dr. Wilie Davis

Dr. Deborah Dorsett
Caumba Estes

Jacqueline Estes
Sheara Ferguson

Dr. Crystal Gardner-Martin
Lovie Gibson
Crystal Gillery

Nicole Hamilton
LaShawn Hart
Tiffany Hunt

Joanna Jackson
Dora Jenkins

Anita Jennings
Carla Jones
Kelly Keith

Jasmeen Khiliji
The Lanier Family

Mathnasium
Gina Monteiro
Marie Moseley

Zoe “DJ Z-Light” Patterson
Jessica Pitts

Ayana Rhodes
Kishna A. Sharif-Tarver

Rita Smith
Lisa Smith-Alford

Lisa Smoots
Cheryl Stevens
Karen Vesprini

Barabara Ward
Caren Watson
Dr. Lela Weems

DeRonda Williams
d e b u t a n t e 

Jada Roberts







W H O  W E  A R E
Unlike classical Pilates studios,
we teach a high-intensity, low-
impact athletic form of Pilates.
Our method combines the use
of the Pilates Reformer with the
TRX, BOSU, and weights, as a
result, we help you sculpt and
tone your muscles, strengthen
your core, and give you the
body you’ve always wanted.
The combination of great music
and amazing instructors will
leave you wanting more.

133 W MAIN ST
NORTHVILLE, MI

22301 PONTIAC TRAIL
SOUTH LYON, MI

WAREH0USEWAREH0USE
PILATESPILATES

NORTHVILLE

SOUTH LYON

248.704.5124

@WAREHOUSEPILATES

WAREHOUSEPILATES.COM

CONTACT US

Congratulations Jada!Congratulations Jada!
from your friends at Warehouse Pilates









Jada Roberts

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc., Line I.S.H.A.R.A. 17

DoubleTree Suites Fort Shelby Detroit

Madeline Boyd-Brown

ShaTrice Coleman-Betts

Maya & JD Dallah

Lanie Dixon

Chavon Downs

The Downs Family

The Fagan Family

Van Foxx

Crystal Gardner-Martin

Dr.Crystal Powell, Ph.D

Jimmy & Alicia Roberts

Leticia Sampson & Family

Cynita Smith-Watson  Family

Warehouse Pilates



d e b u t a n t e 

Megan Roberts











Megan Roberts

Candice Elston

Mrs. Lynn Johnson

Deborah Manning

Carla Marable

Tyrone Roberts

d e b u t a n t e 

Zoey Rogers









Zoey Rogers

Shawan Dortch

The DuBose Family

Tiffany Eason

Empire Kitchen & Cocktails

Johnathan Hankerson

Paige & Cassie Holden

iRIS Blooms Inc.

Chantel Jones

Rashad Lee

Erica McClendon

Erika, Mackenzie, & Kellyn

Brian McKinney Sr.

MKL

Taqueece Myers

Zachary Rogers

Joslynn Shannon

Latashia Spencer

Marilyn Troublefield

Pamela Troublefield

Tamala Troublefield

Camille Wheeler

Qiana Wimbley



d e b u t a n t e 

Rielly Rudolph

RIELLY RUDOLPH
MERCY HIGH SCHOOL

CLASS OF 2024

Dear Daughter,  

We are so proud of you.  Your
beauty shines through as a
reflection of your compassionate
spir it .  Your kindness for all  l iving
things is  a gift  from God.  Your
future is  bright and full  of
l imitless possibil it ies.  
Be kind,  Have Fun.  Love God.
  
Mommy and Daddy



RieRie

B
E
A
U
T
IF
U
L





 

 

 

Rielly, no matter what challenges come your way, always remember 
that we love you very much. Enjoy your special day and have a blast 
celebrating!  

 

Love,  

(Tia) Narci, Uncle Derek, and Deanna 



Rielly Rudolph

Narcissa Atkinson

William & Deborah Coleman

John Gardner

LOCUT 2

Lionel Myrick

Contessa & David Rudolph

Desiree Sanders

Buzz Thomas

Daniel Vanderley

LaShell Warner

Mario Williams

Wonder Years Child Development Center



d e b u t a n t e 

Aniah Russaw RUS SAW Aniah 
Congratulations 



 

RRuussssaaww   
Aniah 

Aniah Russaw

Derick & Tanya Adams
Jamillah Barrett
Darcell Baxtress

Bryan & Jeanette Bowden
Yvette Brinker
Judy Brown

Arthur & Jacqueline Clemons
Mike & Kourtney Clemons
Z’John & Kenyata Coklow

Shonda Crutcher
DeJuan & Latrice Edwards

Crystal Gardner-Martin
Sakina Q. Griggs
Hair Mood Salon

Dazon & Tiarra Hardy
Her Place Beauty

Miya Johnson
Makeup by T Darling LLC

Mary McKinney
Sheila Medallion

Carleton & Ramona Meriwether 
Bridgetta Morgan

Maurice & Sonya Nicks
Cedrick Phillips

Tiara Powers
Stephanie Quarles
Rachel Rasmussen

Jazlyn Rogers
Rhonda Rogers

DeAndre & Camille Russaw
Corey & Kim Sanders

Transformation Church
Stacy Wiggins
Crystall Winkler

Rudolph Winkler
Racquel Winkler-Smith

Corey and Lanise Adams



d e b u t a n t e 

Savannah Shivers

Congratulations to my precious 
daughter Savannah Shivers! 

 

 
 
 

You have been a joy to love, guide and 
mold. Keep God at the center of your life 

and keep   LIGHTING up the world! 
 

~Love Your Mom 





Congratulations  
Debutante Savannah Shivers! 

  
Continue to use your boldness and uniqueness 
to make beautiful music in the lives of others 

world... 
  

~DJ Ron Purpose  
 

 

Congratulations to Our Savannah! 
We LOVE you!!!  

We are so PROUD of You.  
 

Mom, Josh, Courtney, and Elijah  
 

  



 

 

CONGRATULATIONS AND BEST WISHES  
TO OUR 

BEAUTIFUL GRANDAUGHTER 

 

SAVANNAH NICOLE SHIVERS 
 

YOU HAVE ALREADY ACCOMPLISHED MANY GOALS IN LIFE 

AND YOU HAVE THE MAKINGS OF BECOMING A GREAT LADY, 

ALWAYS REMEMBER… 

IF YOUR MIND CAN CONCEIVE IT— 

AND YOUR HEART BELIEVE IT— 

THEN YOU CAN ACHIEVE IT!!! 

 

WITH LOVE, 

YOUR GRANDPARENTS – WALTER AND MARIAN MCINNIE 

 

Congratulations Savannah Nicole Shivers 

 

 

 

We Are Delighted for You at This Wonderful Time 
in Your Life. We Pray God's Continued Blessing and 

Guidance on Your Life.  

 

Sending Love,  

Your Cousins in Maryland 

Henry P., Weptanomah, Lilybelle & Henry P. C. Davis 



Savannah Shivers

Savannah Shivers
Paquita Adams
Shellee Almquist

Rhonda B.
Ronald Barbee

Berg & Associates
Jennifer Binton

George Bradford
Lubrina Bryant 
Jennifer Burton
Micki Cardwell

Sarena Conaway
Nakedae Cooper

Deidre Davis
Weptonomah Davis
DIG Entertainment

David Dugger
Ronnie Fudge

Saronda Goodwin
Ina Hatter
Iris Haynes

Angela Henry
Preston & Rita Light

Carla Maul
Carl Mckinnie

Walter McKinnie
David Melcher
Denise Mitchell
Mary Robinson
Carol Shivers
Craig Shivers
Erica Shivers

Sandra Speer
Betty Thomas

Dr. Shalewa Thrash
Ron Ward

William Ward
Portia Wiggins
Myra Williams

Heather Wood
d e b u t a n t e 

Kaden Smith











Kaden Smith

Alice Anderson & Family
Lindsay Andrews & Family
Beta Alpha DST Spr 1998

Frank & Bernadette Blythe
Henry & Andrea Brooks

Venus Brown
Tia Corbett

Kimberley Culver
Dainelle & Kimberley Hampton-Morton

Jessica Harps
Michele Jackson

Joann Jackson Stephens
Joshua Johnson

Linford Johnson, Jr. & Family
Linford Johnson, Sr.

Tiffany Jones
Lisa Love Wright

Tiffany McEvans Dallah
Dorine Miller

Normadene Murphy
John & Willetta Nelson
Justin & Ashlyn Nelson

William & Jennifer Nelson & Family
Sherri Nimpson

Florella Rice
Emilio & Michele Roldan & Family

Yvonne Shervington
Margo Simmons

James & Cassandra Smith
Kevin Smith

Aqila Williamston
Benjamin Williamston
Tommika Williamston

Curtis & Tesa Williamston & Family
Mariama Williamston & Family
Zakiyah Williamston & Family



d e b u t a n t e 

Kayden Smith











Kayden Smith

Duane A. Baldwin

Jason Lee

Breanne McCree

In Loving Memory of Richard McCree

Rogers Smith

d e b u t a n t e 

Mackenzie Thomas











Mackenzie Thomas

Dawn Batts
Jenine Bland

Dr. Velva Flowers
Mitzie Clark

Robin Dillard-Russaw
Cormellon Dixon

Greg & Carmen Harden
Diahnn M. Henderson

Andrea Hunter
Quanya Jefferson

JJOA North Oakland/Macomb Chapter AKA Sorors
JJOA North Oakland/Macomb Chapter Executive Board

JJOA North Oakland/Macomb Chapter Teen Advisory Board
Courtney Larvadain

Theo & Anna Lavergne
Lois McEntyre

Christine McClellan
Tressia Mills

Damon & Julia Patton & Family
Kristina Smith

Letisha Thomas & Family
Roderick Thomas & Family

Donna Totty
Karra Townsend & Family

Gayle Treece
U.N.T.O.U.C.H.A.B.L.E. 10, Delta Zeta Chapter, Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc.

Tuanda D. Ward-Holmes
Davida & Julia Williams

Lakesha Williams

d e b u t a n t e 

Autumn Walker
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734.261.8860 
 WWW.MASRIORTHO.COM 

 

CCuussttoommeerr  SSaattiissffaaccttiioonn  GGooooggllee  RReevviieeww  

Michigan’s Leader in Invisible Orthodontic Treatment Options 
 

Call for a 
Complimentary 
Orthodontic 
Evaluation or 
Second 
Opinion. 
 

LET’S DESIGN YOUR SPACE!

WandaBrownDesigns.com
313.690.0791

info@wandabrowndesigns.com
West Bloomfield, Michigan





CONGRATULATIONS

Autumn Walker
We join in with the host of family and

friends celebrating you and your
presentation to society

L-R: Kevin Bell, Michael Tredway, Keith Echols, Xavier Carr, David Ridgeway and Dean Moore II

So No Child Goes Without

Empowering Young Minds
Through Nourishment

Empowering Young Minds
Through Nourishment

food insecurity &
employment

 to eradicate poverty in every community we serve.

Bridging the gap between

a hand-up, not a hand-out...



Autumn Walker

Amanda Bastoni
Jouhaina Bazzi

Nadia Berro
Vincent Boddy

Al & Geri Boswell
Dr. Angela Bowman

Wanda Brown
Jim Christian

Dr. Kristin J. Corkhill
Harvey & Annette Christian

Jennifer Delsiana
Michael Dorsey

Keith & Weslia Echols
Alburn & Nia Elvin

Exquisite Rental by Gloria
Debbie Frazier
Latonya Garth

JoAnn Grantham & Family
Stacey Gray

Janet Gronneberg
Bro. Kyles Hamilton Sr.
Eric & Lasean Hardy
Traceena Henderson

Sarah Hocking
Jaclyn House

Kimberly Hurns
The J Magazine Mentoring Program

James & Carol Jackson
Sam Johnston
Nicole Jones

Tiffany & Nia Jones
Naomi Khalil

Stephanie Kinney
Jon Kirkland

Karen Lemmons
Merris Maples

Masri Orthodontics
Shirley McClain
Katrina McCree

James & Erika Millender
The Millender Family

Dorine Miller
Jennifer Pelshaw

Luis Perez
Dr. LaDonna Peters

Tavonne Pierce
John Randle Sr.

Jasper & Anita Rayborn
Torch of Wisdom Foundation, Inc.

Gloria Tyus
Donald & Tara Walker

Carol Weaver
Leslie Williams
Christal Wilson

Lee & Geena Wright



d e b u t a n t e 

Madison Williams







There is no shortcut to greatness. Mastery of skills 

takes practice. Your child can excel in math and reading 

… with practice. 

Millions of families trust Kumon’s practice-based

enrichment program to prepare their kids for success

in high school, college and beyond.

* Most Kumon Centers are independently owned and operated. Additional fees may apply. See Center for 
applicable terms and conditions. ©2022 Kumon North America, Inc. All rights reserved. 

practice makes
possibilitiesTM

Preschool – 
High School
Math and Reading 
ProgramL E A R N I N G  C E N T E R S

schedule a FREE
orientation today!

To learn more,

Serving the community since 1994

Kumon Math and Reading Center of 
Farmington Hills
27622 Middlebelt Road 
Farmington Hills, MI 48334

Instructor: Brenda Chen 
248.427.0772



Madison Williams

Care First Group Living

Jasmin Carlton

Ralph Carlton

Ralph L. Carlton II

Brenda Chen

Dr. Renita Clark

Kelle Delgado

Detroit Pizza Bar

Demetrius Edison

IMAC Group

Marcus Jones

Brian McKinney Sr.

Jonathan Parks 

Zoe “DJ Z-Light” Patterson

Corey Williams

T H E  C O T I L L I O N  S O C I E T Y  O F  D E T R O I T 
E D U C A T I O N A L  F O U N D A T I O N

P o s t  O f f i c e  B o x  3 2 8 8 5
D e t r o i t ,  M i c h i g a n  4 8 2 3 2

I n f o @ T C S D E F . o r g
w w w . T C S D E F . o r g
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